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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The facts contained in the following pages 
chiefly claim attention, as being derived from 
communications published by Members of 
the Impirial Parliament, or as having been 
ah>rday authenticated by oflicial sanction, or 
as being otherwse of such general notoriety 
that their existence may be readily ad¬ 
mitted. 




A BRIEF VIEW, 



THE LAW OF GOD RECOGNISED BY A CHRISTIAN 

LEGISLATURE. 


There arc two laws recognised by a nation 
professing the Christian religion, viz. The Eaw 
of God, and the Law of the Land. It is the 
true glory of a nation, when, while the people 
obey with faithful hearts tlie Law of the Land, 
enacted by the wisdom of their legislators, they 
behold the instructive example of the legislators 
themselves obeying the Law of God. In what 
respects that law demands the attention of an as¬ 
sembly about to-engage in legislating for the rnwral* 
and social interests of a great portion of mankind, 
is an inquiry which, we doubt not, will experience 
the indulgence of* the Imperial Parliament, and 
meet the wishes of a great part of the nation at 
this time. 

B a 



THE DUTY OF A CHRISTIAN NATION TO PROPAGATE 

CHRISTIANITY. 


The general duty of Great Britain at this junc¬ 
ture, in relation to Christianity, is to be collected 
from the answer which shall be given to the fol¬ 
lowing question— 

“ To what church or nation, in particular, does 
“ Providenccappcar to have committed the chai'ge, 
“at Uiis time, ofexteudingthe Religion of Christ?*’ 

To extend that religion is the duty of all 
churches. But, of these, some one will probably 
possess, in a greater degree than the rest, the 
means and power of promoting it. 

That such a duty is obligatory on a Christian 
natiou, seems unquestionable. Let us look into 
the Law of God. The blessed Autlior of our 
Religion delivered tbe following solemn cliarge 
to his disciples, Just before his Ascension. 

** All power is given unto me in heaven and in 
“ earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations; 

' “ baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of 
“the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; teaching tiiem 
** to observe all things wliatsoever I have com- 
*‘manded you. And, lo, I am with you alway, 
“even unto the end of tlie world. Amen.” 

It appears then, tiiat, when our Saviour said, 
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“ And, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
“ end of the world,” he meant to say, “ I am with 
‘‘ my Church alway unto the end of the world 
and that the charge, here addressed to his disciples, 
is intqpded for his church to the end of time. 

In obedience to the Divine command, the Apo¬ 
stles went forth, and the church founded by the 
Apostles sent forth preachers, “ to teach all na- 
*‘tions;” and the heavenly mission was continued 
with unremitting zeal and success, until the 
doctrine of the Gospel began to be corrupted. 
This corruption took place at a very early period; 
but the event was predicted, and became of itself 
an evidence of the truth of Christianity. It was 
not foretold that Chnstianity should be abolished, 
but that it should be corrupted'* ** . But the resto¬ 
ration of Christianity to its first purity was, 
in like manner, predicted : and we have seen the 

* '* Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that id the tatter 
times some shall depart from the faiUi> giving heed to 

** seducing spirits and doctrines of devils ; forbidding to 
** MABRY, and commandiag to abstain from meats, which 
** God hath created to be received with thanksgiving of 
“ them which believe and know the truth." 1 Tim. i*’. 1.* 
This know also, that, in the last days, perilous times 
*' shall come: for men shall be—lovers of pleasures more 
" than lovers of God, having a /bnn of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof;—men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no 
“ FtTRTHER." 2 Tim. Hi. 1—». 
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accomplishment of this last event. The com- 
• plction of the Divine prediction adds a new 
confirination to our faith, and at the same time 
' awakens solicitude in regard to our duty at this 
era. 

From a review of the whole course of history 
relating to the Church, this conclusion may be 
drawn—That, in regard to purity of doctrine, the 
efficiency of Chrislianity to contend with the 
principles of Paganism, is as gi'cat, if not greater, 
at this time, than it has been at any one period 
since the second century. 

But our Saviour did not merely deliver a 
charge to his Cliurch, enjoining it “ to teach all 
“nations;” he also encouraged its exertions by 
foretelling the KFFEcrs, The following arc the 
terms of this remarkable prediction, and they 

% 

cannot fail to arrest the attention of every man 
who is acquainted with recent events : 

“ And this Gospel of the kingdom shall be 
“ preached in all the world, for a witness to 
“ ALL nations.” 

From this prediction of Christ, from his posi^ 
live injunction, and from tlie example of the 
Apostolic Church, we deduce satisfactory evi¬ 
dence of the truth of this 'proposition: “ It is 
the duty of a Christian nation to propagate Chris¬ 
tianity, as long as any nation shall be found upoq 
eartli which is ignorant of it.” 
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THE DUTY OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY RECOG- 
, NISED BY ROME FOR MANY AGES. 

The Church of Rome, assuming tliat she was 
the chief church of Christ upon earth, continued 
for many ages to obey the plain and unquestion¬ 
able injunction of our Saviour. But slie did not 
obey the injuuctioii/i//fy. She only executed one 
part of it. She baptized the nations in the 
“ name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
“ Ghost ; ” but she did not “ teach them to ob- 
“ serve all things whatsoever Christhad coiinnaiid- 
“ ed.” She taught Christianity without the Bible. 

But the Christian Religion is so truly divine, and 
so replete with moral excellency, that it is often 
embraced, even where it is only paitially taught. 
For example, those nations in the East, into 
which it was carried by the Romish Church, ex¬ 
perienced its civilising efficiency, even though the 
profession of it was little more than nominal. 

The Church of Rome, however, did not, ordy 
send her preachers into different nations ; she 
translated also the Holy Scriptures, and printed 
new editions in various languages. The gift of 
tongues had ceased in the Church; and it was 

I i 

necessary that tlierc should be an acquired know- 
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ledge of tongues^ and new translations of the Bible. 
The College de propaganda Fide may justly 
be accounted the chief ornament and boast of 
the Romish Church. The Translations, Scrip¬ 
tural Dictionaries, Concordances, Grammars, and 
new Editions of the Bible, which issued from that 
College, and from other sources under the patron* 
age of Rome, have acquired for that church a 
renown, of which the equity of enlightened nations 
will never permit them to deprive her*. But though 
she thus translated the Scriptures, it was not 


* It is to be lamented, that the just abhorrence in these 
kinj^doms of the doctrinal corruptions of Rome, should 
imve so greatly }>erverted our Judgment in estimating Iter 
works aud cliaracCer in other respects. The prejudices of 
illiterate men have no limit. That Rome so did, or so 
9<iidf is sufficient to condemn the word and the deed, though 
1)0(11 may l»r perfectly agreeable to Scripture, to reason, to 
aiitictuitYi and to common sense. We ought to remember, 
that God has been pleased, in many things, to do honour 
to tlio Church of Rome: He has made her the instrument 
of planting churches throughout the world (of which those in 
these kingdoms arc some), and of translating the Scriptures, 
and pnblislnng numerous editions in various languages; 
and Kc has raUed up whbiu her pale great and good men, 


who lived and died in her communion. The argument of 
the Apostle Paul, when soliciting some respect fi>r the Jem 
is here admissible,—Of whom are the Fathers/' It has 
pleased God tu do lionour to the corrupt Church of Rome^ 
even as he honoured the wicked Jewbh nation, ** to whom 
were comniUted the Oracles of God," 
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for the people that she translated them. Now, 
however, these her translations and new editions, 
in various tongues, may become, by the provi¬ 
dence of God, the instruments of enlightening 
nations, through the means of churches which 
separated from her communion. 
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' THE RESPONSIBIUTY’OF EXTENDING CHEISTIANITY 
HAS DEVOLVED ON GREAT BRITAIN. 


Pure doctrine lias been restored to the Church; 
and, together with it, Providence has also blessed 
our times with a better knowledge of the princi¬ 
ples of just reasoning, and of religious toleration, 
than has existed at any ))criod since the first pro¬ 
mulgation of Christianity. 

Under such circumstances, the question above 
proposed becomes one of the most important that 
can be offered to the attention of a Christian peo¬ 
ple; “ To what church or nation does it appear 
that Providence hath chiefly assigned the duty of 
extending Christianity among heathen nations at 
this period? ” 

Great Britain unquestionably holds the place 
now, which Rome formerly held, in regard to the 
pozver and means of promoting Christian know¬ 
ledge. Her commerce extends throughout the 
world ; and she thereby maintains a general com¬ 
munication with mankind. Further, her moral 
character is respected; and the nations of the 
earth do obeisance to her wisdoqi, justice, and 
humanity. But, chiefly, she holds dominion over 
people of different countries, climates, and Ian- 
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guages. She possesses ten'itory in the four quar¬ 
ters of the globe. She preside.s over two einpires 
in Asia—viz. her Continental Empire in Hivi- 
dostan ; and her Insular Empire, comprehending 
the Malayan Archipelago and Austral Asia. 
She commands the soutlicrn and western regions 
of Africa, a portion of Nortli America, and 
nearly the whole of tlie West Indies. And, in 
Europe, besides her native and Imperial Isles, 
she occupies the Island of Malta, in the Mediter¬ 
ranean Sea; and has obbiined easy access, after 
many ages of exclusion, to those countries which 
were the scenes of Christian Antiquity. 

But Great Britain not only pos.sesses the power 
and means of propagating Christianity which 
Rome formerly held : by the decay of the Romish 
Church, an opportunity is offered of inviting the 
members of that church to receive the Bible, and 
to contemplate tlie purity of the Protestant Faith. 
In many parts of Europe, and of the East, the 
Romish Church appears to be in a state of gradual 
dissolution. The strong arm of infidelity has 
broken the power of superstition. In those 
countries, the minds of men know not whe»'C io 
find rest. Many seek again the asylum of reli- 
^ous hope, and would gladly join some Christian 
communion not debased by superstition. But 
they know not where to find it. Nothing like 
what they want is presented to their view. It is 
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• « 
then a dictate of humanity to collect the doubting 

and dispersed members of that falling church. 

But who is to collect them? Shall our church, or 

shall some other church ? The prevailing form of 

religion, in the East almost universally, and in the 

rest of the world generally, is episcopal. Was 

ever such an opportunity offered of extending 

Christianity in that primitive form of its discipline 

which is established in England ? The scattered 

sheep in many lands look for a shepherd. In 

Hlndostan, in Ceylon, in Malta, there are many 

Christian flocks, which are at this moment with* 

out a guide. 



THE VOICE OF PROVIDENCE CALLS GREAT BOITAtN 

TO THE UNDERTAKING. 

» 

In endeavouring to answer the question, “ To 
w'hat nation has Providence chiefly assigned the 
charge of extending the Gospel at this time?” 
let us hear tlic voice of Providence itself. Txt 
us view the dispensations of Providence, in the 
recent history of our nation. In the course of 
the last tw’enty years, we liave beheld the con¬ 
vulsion of the civilised world. Why then, in the 
general wreck of nations, has Britain been pre¬ 
served ? Or how is it, that, amidst the distraction 
and horrors of war, the mild accents of the Gospel 
should be so distinctly heard? Amidst the din of 
arms, we hear “ Peace on earth, and good will 
“ towards men.” In almost every Christian coun¬ 
try, we behold a simultaneous eftbrt to promulgate 
the word of God. Whence then, we would ask, 
is this general spirit ? “ Is it from heaven, or of 
“ men ? ”—There must be a period, in the revoiv- 
ing ages of the Christian Church, when the pre¬ 
diction of our Saviour above mentioned shall 
begin to be fulfilled ; and He himself hath said, 
When tlie fig-tree putteth forth her leaves, ye 
“ know that summer is near.” 
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VOICE OF FROVIDENCE 


Let us contemplate the fact as it exists in our 
own country. That a new impulse has been given 
to the spirit for promoting Christian knowledge 
cannot be denied. The effects in foreign lands 
begin already to appear, and they will soon be 
visible to all the world. The seed sown will pio> 
<luce, by and by, an abundant harvest. And who 
is to reap this harvest? The Church of England, 
or other denominations of Christians? What form 
of Christian Worship shall the Government of 
Great Britain countenance in the world gene¬ 
rally? Tlie Episcopal, or some 6thcr form? 

It certainly is not a consideration of 
importa!ice, what church or denouiination 
of Christians may be employed in converting 
heathen nations, provided that the converts be¬ 
come members of Christ’s .spiritual kingdom, 
and that their instructors obtain tlie plaudit of 
the chifif She|)herd at the last day. Wc know 
that thus it must ap[)car in the Divine Mind. 
But we arc not divine agents: wc arc human 
agents, and must work in our place. Every 
church will conscientiously seek to promote 
Cliristianity according to that form of doctrine 
and discipline which appears to itself the most 
consonant to the word of (iod. And the smallest 
sect amongst us would teach us, Jby its example, 
to hold fast our ]}cculiar forms uitli tenacious 

4 

constancy and exactitude. 
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But the Church of England will not uphold 
her peculiar forms with tenacious exactitude. An 
enlightened and «extensive church is also liberal, 
and can easily afford relaxation in particular 
cases. A deviation from the usual discipline in 
trivial points, does not affect her character or 
constitution ; whereas a deviation in trivial points 
is frequently that which entirely constitutes a 
small sect, end j^ves to it its name. 

In tlic establishment of infant churches in dif¬ 
ferent climates, and in our intercourse with peo¬ 
ple of different'degrees of civilization, there must 
ever be an adaptation to circumstancest which the 
Church of England will permit and recommend, 

in conformity to the varying usages of the Primi- 

% 

live Church. 
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THE MEANS OF EXTENDING CHBlSTIANnY. 


Th£ rational and legitiniate means of extending 
Christianity, on the part of Great Britain, are these 
three:—l.To send forth Missionaries; 2. To 
translate the Scriptures into new languages, and 
to print new editions in the langua^ already 
translated; and, $. To extend the National 
Church. These different measures will be dis- 
cussed in their order. 

Religious Missions. 

The primary measure for extending Christ 
tianity is, doubtless, to send forth men who are 
qualihed to teach it. We want men of piety 
and competent learning, who will be content to 
live among tlie natives in foreign lands, and to 
instruct them with -patience and affection. The 
office and character of a Ciiristian Missionary is 
honourable and important; and our Church has 
recognised it as such. 

It will be propet here to shew the actual state 
of the Church of England, in regard to the main¬ 
tenance of religious missions. We have three 
societies which have been expressly instituted for 
the promotion of the Christian Faith; viz. 
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I. The “ Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts,’’incorporated by Charter 
in 1701. ThiajSociety consisted of the chief 
personages in church and state, and commenced ' 
its career with much zeal and success. Its ex- 
ertions were directed to the British Plantations in 
America; and the civilization of the natives of 
tliat continent was essentially promoted by its 
labours. The Society employs at this time forty- 
four Missionaries, and forty Catechists and School¬ 
masters, who arc chiefly stationed in the colo¬ 
nics of Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, New Bruns¬ 
wick, and Canada*. 

* $0 happily had the benevolent assistance of Ibis So* 

ciety been extended^ though furnished solely by volun* 
^ fary subscriptions of members^ and occasional legacies 
** and bene&ctions, that at the time when the troubles in 
America began, besides a great many school mastery 
** nearly ONS hundred missionaries were in actual einploy- 
** ment.'*— Sf^iHon by Bishop of Salisbury, preached before 
Society in 1793, p. 15. 

The actual number in the Report of the Society for 1771| 
was ninety four missionaries, and thirty-one school masters and 
catecliists ; making, in the whole, one hundred and twiUyfvc 
teachers. • * 

The missionaries of the Society can scarcely be called 
missionaries, in tlic ueuahacceptatioD of that term, desig¬ 
nating persons who team a new language and preach to hca* 
thens. They are clergymen, generally in bumble circum¬ 
stances, who, bringing with them such a recommemlatton of 
character as satisfies the Society, are content to accept the 


c 
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II. The “ Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge,” (not incorporated) a voluntary So¬ 
ciety, established in the year 1698. This Society 

' also has been patronised by principal persons in 
church and state. The object of its institution 
was the promotion of religion at home and 
abroad. As the incorporated Society confined 
its exertions to the Western World, the Society 
for promoting Christian Knowledge directed its 
attention to the East. Since the year 1710, it 
has supported Missionaries in different parts of 
the East Indies; and the establishment of the 
Protestant Faitli In Hindostan has been owing, in 
an important degree, to the pious 2 cal and pecuni¬ 
ary resources of this Institution. Its Missionaries 
to the heathen are all from Denmark or Ci errnany, 
t>eing ordained ministers of the Lutheran Church, 
which the Church of England acknowledges as 
a sister communion. These Missionaries were 
formerly mote numerous ; but they have been 
reduced by death, and the Society has not been 
able to obtain a new supply. The Society has at 
present 

s 

S 

s 

III. The “ Church Missionary Society for 
Africa and the East,” conducted by members of 

*-*rt 

provisioQ which the mission affords. The annual RcpOl^ 
exhibit feequent instances of painful labour and persevering 
zeal io their vocaticn. 


only four Missionaries in Hindostan. 
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tKe Established Church, has n6w been in exist¬ 
ence twelve years, having been instituted in the 
first year of the present century. While the 
“ Society for propagating the Gospel in Foreign ' 
Parts” limits its exertions chiefly to the Ame¬ 
rican Colonies, and the Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge’'* confines itself to the as¬ 
sistance of the Danish Mission, and the support 
of Missionaries in the Indian Peninsula, the 
“ Church Missionary Society” has been formed 
with the view of calling into action the zeal and 
charity of members of the Church of England 
toward the heathen world at large. 

This Society has sent to the Western Coast of 
Africa, at different times, nine Missionaries, who 
have been all ordained ministers of the Lutheran 
Ohurch. At this time eight Lutheran ministers, 
five lay settlers, five English students, and about 
120 African children, arc dependent on its funds. 

The Church Missionary Society is further at¬ 
tempting to lay the foundation of a settlement in 
the large and populous Island of New Zealand, 
with the view of introducing civilization among 
the interesting inhabitants of that regioiij 
paratory to the introduction of Christianity : and 
it has authorised a Corresponding Committee at 
Calcutta, on tbe,suggcstion of the late Rev. David 
Brown, to adopt the important measure of esta¬ 
blishing public readers of the Chrbtiao Scriptures, 

c 2 
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throughout the principal towns in India; a prac¬ 
tice pursued by, the Mahometans and Hindoos, 
with regard to their respective Scriptures. 

These arc the three Societies belonging to the 
Church of England, whose objects refer to the 
propagation of the Gospel *. 

It is manifest that the exertions of the Dis¬ 
senters in sending forth Missionaries, have been 
vastly greater, of late years, than those of the 
Church of England; and hence it has been in¬ 
ferred that the Dissenters have more religion 
than the Church. But this is a doubtful crite¬ 
rion. The Society for propagating the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts,” the “ Society for promoting 
Christian Knowledge,” and the Society of the 
United Brethren, maintained Missions to a very 
considerable extent, during a long course of 
years, while no other Christian denomination was 
making any effort. As to the smaller denomi¬ 
nations in England and Scotland, they were, till 
lately, as is well known, in a very torpid state. 
The venerable Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge (an institution founded in the evan¬ 
gelical counsels of pious men) was awake to the 
glorious object of extendingChristianity in heathen 
lands, while other societies slept, or were as yet un- 

* For the particulars givco above, see the Reports of the 
respective Societies. 
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Vorn. It supported Missions in the East, before 
that denomination of Christians which now rivals 
all the rest in e&tent, and which has manifested 
no small missionary zeal, existed*. 

But the newly kindled zeal of the Christian 
world has called all religious bodies into action. 
The spirititself seems to have been excited, under 
the providehce of God, by the concurrence of a 
variety of circumstances consequent on the gene¬ 
ral revival of religion in England ; and chiefly, by 
the establishment of Sunday Schools through the 
kingdom, which gave the first spring to the zeal 
for education at home and for missions abroad; 
and of the institution of which schools, the Esta¬ 
blished Church has undoubtedly the praise. At 
such a juncture, when new sentiments were gene¬ 
rally awakened, ft was natural that tliose bodies 
should act with more promptitude and energy, 
who had most liberty of action, and to whom the 
xinderlaking was new. 

In this good work the Church is attempting 
to take her place. She is advancing more slow¬ 
ly, perhaps, than smaller bodies; but she is yet 
advancing. And the three Societies, already qien*- 
tioned, in the United Church of England and 
Ireland, offer to the Whole body of its members 
the means of assuming a due share in the efforts 
which are. now making to diffuse the light of 
Christianity throughout the world. 

' * Tbe Wesleyao Metbodiata* 
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It is certainly true that the members of the 
United Church exercise, at this moment, an in¬ 
fluence for the promotion of religion at home 
and abroad, by public contribution and by learn¬ 
ed defence, in a degree not less, in proportion to 
their number, than other denominations of Chris¬ 
tians. And it is probable, that not the influence only 
of the Church for the extension of the Gospel, 
but her instruments for the work, will increase 
in the proportion which these appearances en¬ 
courage us to expect. 

Our Church would gladly supply its foreign 
missions with a'sufficient number of proper in¬ 
struments, that is, with ordained ministers from 

England; but hitherto the following difficulty 

* ^ » 

has stood in the way. A pef&on receiving ordi¬ 
nation as a Missionary, may choose to alter his 
mind, and, instead of encountering the peril of 
foreign climes, seek preferment at home. To 
obviate this difficulty in time to come, it is hum¬ 
bly suggested that Parliament pass an Act, de¬ 
claring, “ That no person, receiving ordination 
expressly as a Missionary, should be eligible to 
dny^nefice or Cure of Souls in England : un¬ 
less, afterward, specially licensed thereto.” Such 
an Act would be perfectly Just in its principle, in 
regard to the persons to whom it would refer: it 
could not possibly be attended with inconve¬ 
nience to the Church at home: and it would be of 
incalculable benefit to the interests of Religion 
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throughout the world. Under the operation of such 
an Act, any number of respectable Missionaries, 
properly qualified by piety and competent learning 
for their peculiar work, and not inferior, in any re- ‘ 
spcct, to the Lutheran ministers w hom the Church 
Societies now employ, might be speedily obtained 
from among the members of the Church*. 

Another difliculty in obtaining Missionaries of 
a proper character is liable to present itself; 
though, it is to be hoped, but rarely. 

It may be received as an incontrovertible max¬ 
im, that no man will go forth, in a right spirit, to 
contend with the privations of a Teacher of Chris¬ 
tianity in inhospitable climes, who is not liiniself 


religious, in the genuine sense of that term; and 


* An Act of Parliament was passed, iu the 24th jear of his 
Msyes(y(17U4), the direct object of which was the extension 
of our Church throughout the world, iu countries not belong¬ 
ing to BritaiD. By tliis Act, tlie Bishop of London for the 
lime being, or any other Bishop by him to be appointed/^ 
was empowered to ** admit to the order of deacon or priest^ 

** persons being subjects or citizens of countries out of 
his Majesty’s domiuions, without requiring them to take 
** the Oath of Allegiance provided always, ** tha( iio per- 
son so ordained, should be thereby enabled to exercise 
tbt office of deacon or priest within his Majesty’s do- 
minions." 

This Act opens^easy access to our Church into every 
country. Why its operation has been hitherto confined to 
America, we cannot tell. 




514 MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY. 

who is not animated by a more than ordinary 
zeal to diffuse the blessings of religion. And it 
may be expected that many persons will be found 
' possessing these qualities, in this age, as well as 
in the first age of the Church. Our Christian 
nation is numerous, and the Holy Scriptures are 
accessible to all. liut if, unfortunately, the pro¬ 
fession of such a zeal should, from tire levity of 
the age, from misconception, or from any other 
cause, become, in any great degree, obnoxious to 
the members of the Church, the consequence 
would be, that, no Preacher would be found to 
go forth under its banners, unless possessed of 
a more than ordinary degree of zeal and self- 
denial, requisite to encounter such obloquy; and 
the Church must relinquish ^^ope of taking licr 
due share in the conversion of the heathen worlds 
It is a fact which cannot be denied, that those 
two illustrious missionaries, Swartz and Gericke, 
so long the ornaments of the “ Society for pro¬ 
moting Christian Knowledge,” and who, since 
their decease, are honoured with the epithet “ the 
Apostolical,” professed a religion, and manifested 
a- 2 c^ to diffuse it, which, if they were now alive 
and resident in this country, would be obnoxious 
to many.—We pray tliat God would grant unto 
his Church “ that wisdom which is profitable to 
direct,” that the issue of her conduct may be to 
His glory and her praise. 
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Translations and New Editions of the Scriptures, 

A further means for the extension of Christi-* 
anity^ uas stated to be, the Translation of the 
Scriptures into new languages. Let us imitate 
Rome, not.only in sending forth preachers, but 
in this one of her best works, translating the Bi¬ 
ble, and publishing new editions of it in various 
languages. If there be one nation in the world 
better qualified tlian another to resume these 
sacred labours, it is Great Britain. The Uni¬ 
versities of the United Empire may witli prdpricty 
consider themselves as the Universities of the 
. British dominions throughout the world ; for they 

I iave the means of icoriveying their learning to the 
ittermost parts of the earth; and they are the 
constituted and authorised channels, in connec¬ 
tion with the churches to which they belong, of 
dispensing the Revelation of God and useful 
literature among mankind. 

Our seats of learning were once famed for their 
exertions in translating the Scriptures into foreign 
tongues, or publishing tliem therein. And tmder 
what circumstances is the contrary the case now ? 
When our dominion Ras extended over the people 
of did'erent climates, nations, and languages; 
whose languages, moreover, it is important to he 
acquainted witl) from political considerations, if 
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we expect that our union with these nations 
should be permanent! The honourable and im¬ 
portant office of translating tlie Scriptures seems 
to have passed into the hands of private indivi¬ 
duals, whose casual piety and learning may enable 
them to accomplish the task. 

Let us, therefore, indulge an anxious hope, that 
these justly celebrated bodies, which possess the 
leerning and all other means of making accurate 
translations of the Scriptures, will duly appreciate 
the infinite importance of such an undertaking, 
and that they will consult their reputation in the 
dischaVge of it. 

Britain has, in particular, a long arrear of duty 
to discharge to her native subjects in the Western 

> I 

hemisphere. To this day we^liave not offered p 
Translation of the Holy Scriptures to our faithfui 
Indians in Canada, nor imparted them to our 
Slaves in the West Indies*; although both look up 

• “ The field negroes, in general, do not understand Eng¬ 
lish, but speak a dialect compounded of Frencli, African, 
and English words, though with a great preponderance of 
the latter.” Xiong’s History of Jamaica, Book iii. ch. 3.—The 
Mor^yjans, in their account of the manner of instructing the 
negroes, which they furnished to the Committee of the 
Privy Council, represented this djalect as a foreign tongue, 
which tliey call the Creole language; and they had found it 
necessary to translate into it many parts of the Old and 
New Testament, for the use of the negro converts. Privy 
Council Refort, Part 111. App. No. 2. 
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tb us with a veneration due only to superior 
beings, and would receive with humility whatever • 
instruction it might please us.to impart. And 
yet, what is the obstacle which prevents our oft’er-* 
ing them the inestimable gift? There is none. It 
is only necessary that his Majesty’s Government 
should express their will, and Translations would 
be prepared in a very short time. We ought to 
consider, that, until tlie Bible be translated into 
the vernacular language of a people, there can 
be no tracts circulated among that people, in¬ 
culcating moral duties on Christian principles. 
Whereas the translation of the Bible becomes, in 
various ways, a fountain of instruction. Let the 
Parables of the Gospels alone be distributed 
jamong a barbaroCts people, and they will arrest 
iheir attention jn a degree in which the fables 
of their own superstition never could. Where 
Christian Preachers do not abound. Tracts, con¬ 
taining extracts from Scripture, or rather “ Por¬ 
tions of Scripture, with a few words of explana¬ 
tion,” are the obvious and legitimate means of 
instructing the people. 

But, chiefly in our ample dominions in the 
East, is an extensive field opened for the trans¬ 
lation of the Scriptures. In continental Asia, 
and in our insular possessions, there are languages 
of which as yet we scarcely know more than 
the names. But Providence hath so ordered it, 
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that, at this day, almost every people, in this part 
' of the world, can read and write (which was not 
the case in the first ages of the Church), as if to 
' prepare them for receiving the instructions of 
Christianity. 

Extension of the National Church. 

The third measure above proposed, as a means 
of promoting Christianity, was the Extension of 
the National Church. Episcopal superintendance 
is required in remote regions, in order to ordain 
natives on the spot; to dispense the ordinance of 
Confirmation ; to direct the labours of the Mis¬ 
sionaries ; to form and regulate the growing 
church; and to preserve the unity of religion, as 
much as may be, within our own dominions. 

How, then, is our National Church to be ex¬ 
tended ? Is it by sending out a few clergymen 
to our remote dominions ? By no means. A few 
clergymen in an insulated country, .without a 
Bishop, form either a Presbyterian or an Inde¬ 
pendent Church; as is the case in India at this 
inom/ent. 

Besides, how is it possible , to extend our 
church in remote regions of the world, if there 
be not a power of ordination on the spot? To 
come, for example, from India for ordination, and 
to return again, would consume one whole year 
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of a man's life, and perhaps the best part of his 
property. 

Kor the existing Bishoprics in this kingdom, we 
arc solely indebted to the Romish Church. We* 
preserved the dioceses in most cases, just as we 
found them. At the period of the Reformation 
we possessed but our two native islands, and we 
suddenly adopted nearly fifty bishoprics. Two 
centuries and upward have revolved, and we. 
have instituted two more; viz. one in Canada, and 
one in Nova Scotia. During that period, we 
have added to our territorial dominion the greater 
part of the West Indies, containing an extent of 
country and population of magnitude sufficient 
to form a kingdom of itself; wc have added 
teouth Africa and West Africa; and, to say no¬ 
thing of inferior conquests, we liave acquired an 
Empire in the East, continental and insular, of 
more than eight or ten times the local extent of 
Great Britain, and containing more than eight or 
ten times the number of its inhabitants; among 
whom, moreover, are some hundreds of thousands 
of Protestant Christians;—and yet we have not 
given to any of these possessions one chief Pres¬ 
byter to overlook the flock. 

While America wa*5 our own, we gave her no 
Bishops i but, %fter she became independent, and 
had applied to our Church for Episcopal Conse¬ 
cration, an Act of Parliament was passed, cm- 
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powering the Archbishop of Canterbury or YorK, 
“ to consecrate to the office of Bishop, persons 
“ being subjects or citii^ens of countries out of 
•“ his Majesty’s dominions.” By virtue of this 
Act, two Bishops were consecrated for America: 
and the Episcopal Church in that country had 
increased, in 1799. to seven Bisho]>s and two 
hundred and eleven Presbyters *. 

The Romish Church, the Greek Church, and 
the Armenian Church, have Bishops, in countries 
in the East, where they have not a foot of land. 
The English nation has no Bishops, in the same 
countries, where the territory is entirely its own. 

This nation having become, by the providence 
of God, the chief guardian of Christianity in the 
world, the Established Church ought to have s 
Representative in each of her principal Provinces ; 
a Bishop in some places ; in others, an ecclesias' 
tic of inferior dignity, who should be invested 
widi authority to protect the interests of Chris¬ 
tianity in his province, to report officially to Go¬ 
vernment on its state, and to suggest and super¬ 
intend measures for its extension. The State has 
its Representatives in every quarter. The Church 
has no Representative in the most conspicuous and 
important situations; just as if she did not exist 

* S«e ** Jouraalof th« ProceediDgsof the Protestant £pis> 
copal Church in the CoDvention in Philadelphia,’' 1709. 
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al all. Nor is it known by our native subjects 
in some parts of tlie world, that she does exist. 

We do honour to the interests of commerce, 
by appointing persons to superintend and promote 
it in ditfcrent parts of the world. If the exten¬ 
sion of Religion had been a subject of general 
and national interest (as it now begins to be) a 
similar honour would have been done to Chris¬ 
tianity. Our Church would have had her re¬ 
presentatives in all parts of the world, to watch 
over her interests; to translate the Scriptures 
into new languages ; to suggest plans for her 
enlargement j and to call forth labourers into the 
vineyard. 

An impediment to the establishment of Epi- 
*|copal Su[)crintendunce abroad, has probably 
^•cu the impression arising from the state of 
Episcopacy in England; viz. That a Bishop must 
necessarily be possesed of considerable revenues, 
and hold a very high dignity among his bre¬ 
thren. This idea of the Episcopal character is 
certainly at variance with that of the primitive 
institution, and is very injurious to the extension 
of Christianity. It is surely sufficient, that, the 
Bishop be in circumstances somewhat superior to 
those of the Clergy of the place where he pre¬ 
sides, and equal to those of the civil Magistracy 
of the same place. The apostolic representation 
of a Bishop is, That he be the chief or superin- 



$S MEANS OF EXTENDING CHRISTIANITY. 

« 

tending Presbyter. This state of superintend 
ance may be considered as implying some su¬ 
periority in temporal circumstances, as well as 
in spiritual qualification. 

The Church of Rome manifested a wisdom in 
this respect (derived from early ages) which is 
worthy of our imitation. Though her Bishops at 
home (in Europe) were possessed of great tempo¬ 
ralities, her Bishops abroad were ordained gene¬ 
rally on a very slender endowment. They were 
exhorted to look for further aid to the sanctity of 
personal character, and to its effects on the minds 
of the people among whom they exercised their 
spiritual office. 
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A GENERAL COLONIAL ECCLESIASTICAL 

ESTABUSHMENT. 

A CHIEF object of this Work, is to suggest the 
expediency of a General Colonial Ecclesiastical 
Establishment for Great Britain. Those -portions 
of our dominions abroad, the condition of which, 
in regard to religious instruction, requires the 
attention of Parliament, and which seem to need 

s 

Episcopal superinteiidancc and the labours of a 
regular cle;^’, as much as any part of England, 
are the seven following: 

1. The West Indies. 

*, il. Bengal; or North Hindostan. 

• 3. Madras: or South and East Hindostan. 

• ^ 

4. Bombay; or West Hindostan. 

5. Ceylon; the Insular Diocese, including 

Java, &c. 

6. South Africa. 

7. New South Wales. 

At the following places, a Representative of the 
Churcli (Archdeacon) is required, with a suital^Je 
clergy : 

1 . Java, and dependencies. 

2. Isles of Mauritius and Bourbon. 

S.West Afifca; (Sierra Leone, &c.) 

4. Malta. 

D 
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The only necessary expense on the part of Go¬ 
vernment, in the accomplishment of this scheme, 
will be the allotment of a suitable revenue for 
the seven Bishops and tlic Archdeacons. The 
subordinate clergy will, in most cases, be main¬ 
tained by the Christian inhabitants of the plaoe, 
at least in the King's dominions: with the aid, 
during the first years, of the three Societies in 
Britain belonging to the Church whose duty it 

• The support of clergymen by the Societies of the 
Church, here suggested, is strictly in conformity to the 
spirit and letter of the Charter, granteil by Government to 
one of the Societies. In the Charter of the Society for the 
Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts,’* his MHjesty 
(King William III.) sets ibrfli, as the ground on which the 
Charter was given, “That in many of the plantations, col^ 
“ Dies, and factories, beyond the seas, the provision for ir h 
nislers was mean, and many colonies were wholly nnpio^ 
** vided of a maintenance for Diinisters and of the public 
“ worship of God; and that, for lack of tlie support and 
** maintenance of such, many of his loving subjects wanted 
the administration of God’s word and sacraments, and 
“ seemed to be abandoned to atheism and infiiJelity, and 
others to popish supersfition and idolatry/' 

Apply this to the new Colonies and Possessions of Great 
Sritain, instead of the old, and the rcpTcscntation will be 
perfectly correct. 

For such reasons, his Majesty was pleased “ to erect 
“ and settle a Corporation, by the name of tbe * Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Partsfor the 
receiving, managing, and disposing of the conirthutions ot 
such persons as should be induced to extend their cha- 
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Mill be, to investigate their M’ants, and supply them 
with pt'opcrly qualified instructors. 

Parliament having performed its part, in pro¬ 
viding for the permanent existence of a Christian* 
ministry and the ordinances of religion; an ap¬ 
propriate body of clergy will afterward be gradu¬ 
ally formed (some of them natives of the country) 
as circumstances shall require. It is not politic 
to impose a body of clergy on a people. Nor is 
it favourable to the object of Christian instruc¬ 
tion, to offer strong inducements to go abroad, by 
the prospect of a lucrative cure. But it is just, 
that the means of instruction should be jilaced 
within reach of the people; which at present, is 
not the^casc. Only let fit instruments of their 
')wn communion be offered to their acceptance, 
and Britisl) Christians in the East will soon avail 
themselves of the benefit. A suifablc number of 

rity towards the maintenance of a learned and 
** ORTHODOX clergy, and the making of such other provU 
** sion as might be necessary for the propagallon of the Go- 

spel in foreign parts.'' 

Wherever, then, there is no suitable provision made by 
Government for the administration of the uovd And*sacr&* 
meats in the King’s dominions abroad, it is the provjuce of 
the Societies of the Church to contribute to the ** mainte¬ 
nance of a learned and orthodox clorgy," according to their 
ability. * 

This is the principle on which the above section has been 
written, 
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clergy, possessing tlic proper qualifications for the 
' place and society, will be gradually furnished by 
the wants of the people, by the representations of 
’ the Bishoj) or his Representative, and by the in- 
(juiries of the Societies at home, who shall be in 
correspondence with them. 

In regard to the supply of clergymen for those 
settlements of the English abroad, for which Cio- 
vernment can make no suitable provision, the 
individual who offers himself must go out under 
the express patronage of one of the three Socie¬ 
ties of the Church ; but under the implied ex¬ 
pectation, that the Cliristian community among 
whom he is to officiate will eventually contribute 
to his maintenance, and exonerate the Society, 
In general cases, the Society can only engage 
the Clergyman for a limited time. He ought 
always to be a man of learning, good temper, 
and approved piety; one, whose correspondence 
would interest the public, and throw light on the 
dark region which he inhabits. If his religious 
7eal produce no fruit cither as a writer or prac¬ 
tical preacher, the sooner the Society dissolves 
their conncctioirwith him tlic better. 

Incases where Government appoints an inade¬ 
quate Stipend for the Cler^inan, representations 
may be made to Ministers on tbe^ubjcct*; or the 

* Wlieu the Societirs have cstaUhhtid a clergj'inan io any 
place, which appears (o derive cviticot advantage from bis 
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stipend may be enlarged by the Societies for spe^ 
cific purposes; as, for translating the Scriptures; * 
for printing new Editions of the Scriptures, or of 
useful Tracts; for organising schools on the new * 
plan qf teaching ; and for instructing the natives. 
To occupy the situation of Chaplain to a Factory 
or Military Station abroad, is, in general, a ycry 
dull and unpruhtable state of existence. But 
correspondence with litei*ary characters at home, 
encouragement from superiors in the church, and 

labours, and there is little probability of Ijis obtaining a 
.sufficient subsistence from tlie coritrilnition of t)ie iiilinbi- 
taats, it will be their duty lo represent the circumstance.^ of 
the case to liii Majesty's Ministers, tii the (ugie that Govern* 
Qient will assign a small permanent stipend.— Perhaps it 
laay not be generally known, that, besides the salary 
given by the * Society for the Pro|wigation of the Gosjicl 
in Foreign Parts/ which is genemlly 50/. per annum lo u 
^Miewly*erected idUsiod, Govcmmenl aibnvs to tiiirte^n of 
the missionaries in Nova Scotia, 70/. ami 75/. ]icr annum; 

** to six in New Brunswick, 100/. per aimutn; and to four in 
the Bahamas, 70/. each; and the same bounty may be 
expected, when another missionary shall be sent to those 
islands, which is now in contemplation/' 6Vt* Hishop ofSa^ 
lUbury*/i Sermon before Socitty in 1793. Note, pnge J 3. 

These gratuities for Christian missionaries commenced 
not long ago. The bounty thus displayed by Guverument 
in our Western possessioul, will, we hope, be extended also 
to the East, whenever a proper representation siiall be made 
by the Societies of the Chnrcb; the official patrons aud 
advocates of their feUow*subjects in remote lands, who uic 
destitute of the consolations of Christianity, 
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a GOmmission from a public body to cxj)enA 
money for useful purposes, will greatly alter the 
scene, and will often alter tlie man himself. 

It remains, that we explain how the Societies 
should be able to bear so large an expense. A 
Representative of tlie Church, in any part of the 
world, ought certainly to be supported by the 
Church; tliat is, by the Societies belonging to the 
Church. The Church itself has but an inconsi¬ 
derable fund which could be applied to such pur¬ 
poses. Cut the Societies arc dependent on the 
nicJiibers of the Church in general, and it may 
always be expected “ tliat the contributions will 
“ever bear a just proportion to the importance 
“ and manifest utility of their undertakings, and 
“ to tlie zeal, liberality, and public spirit of the 
“ members of the Society themselves.” To pi'd- 
sent the Word of God to a heathen, in his own 
language, or to Christian in a heathen country, 
is a great blessing; so great, in some cases, that 
it cannot be appreciated. But to send forth a 
Preacher with it, wlio can say, “ Hear the word 
of the Lord,” is a blessing incalculably greater. 

'The exertions of Missionary Societies, however, 
at this period, ought not, in general, to refer so 
much to the heathens, as to those multitudes 
who already jirofess Christianity in various lands, 
but know not what Christianity means; who have 
heard of the Bible, but never saw the Bible. 
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This seems to be the order of Providence : but it 
is not so agreeabic to the infirmity of the human • 
teacher; M'ho loves a novel scene, would seek 
an exclusive interest in the converted, and is' 
scarcely content unless they be called by his 
own name. 
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THE OFFICE OF CONFIRMATION. 

The necessity of Kpiscopal Supcrintcndancc in 
the British Dominions abroad, will be evident 
from tlie following consideration alone. Through 
the whole of the West and East Indies, our 
Church's ordinance of confirmation, or “ lay- 
“ ing on of hands upon those that arc baptised 
“ and conic to the years of discretion,” is utterly 
unknown. 

That institution, w hich is .so rational in its na¬ 
ture, and so neccssai'y to young persons just enter¬ 
ing into life, to recal their tlioughts to their holy 
baptism, and to renew tlieir purpose and vow to go 
forth “ as soldiers of Jesus Christ, to fight under 
“ his banner against Uie world, the fle.sli, and the 
*• devil;”—that primitive institution, in which our 
Church professes tliat the laying of hands on the 
young persons dedicated to God is “ after the 
example of tlic holy Apostles;” and which rite 
ChrisTian.s of every name adopt, on the same princi¬ 
ple, when tliey woultl consecrate any person to a 
holy service or life;—tliat institution, which is 
plainly adopted in the spirit of it by those Chris¬ 
tians who practise adult baptism (which baptism 
corresponds accurately witli ** tlie conhrmation of 
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baptism at mature age”);—that institution, wliich 
both Luther and Calvin agreed ought to be re¬ 
tained, a.s being an undoubted coiifonnity to pri¬ 
mitive use;—tliat sacred and salutai-y ordinance fl/)- 
pears^to be renounced in our foreign dominions by 
the Church, as being an observance of slight im¬ 
port, compared to the trouble of appointing a jicr- 
son to administer it. 
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'LITERAQY REPRESENTATIVES OF CHRISTIANITY IN 

DIFFERENT COUNTRIES. 

At a period, wlien men in di£ferent nations have 
begun, as witli one consent, to difluse a knowledge 
of Divine Revelation; when the Scriptures seek 
access into every region; and Christianity shews 
signs of revival in places where it has been long 
dormant; it seems of importance that learned and 
zealous men should visit, or be occasionally resident 
at, those place.s which once saw “ a great light,” 
and are famed in tlic annals of Christian Antiquity. 
Some of the following stations will probably be 
thought the most eligible. 

1. Greek Islands, or Lesser Asia. 

2. Syria, or Egypt. 

3. Abyssinia. 

4. Erivan in Armenia. 

5. Bagdad. 

6. Ispahan, or Cabul. 

*7. Samarchand in Bucharia. 

8. Hungary, and adjacent regions-—in tlie vici¬ 
nity of tlie Jews. 

These Literary Representatives must be main¬ 
tained entirely at the expense of tlie Societies of 
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the Church.—It will be proper to explain the ob¬ 
ject of tlie Literary Mission. 

The importance to tlie iiitci'ests of Christianity, 
at the present period, of having a Representative 
of thf Church resident at places contiguous to the 
scenes of Christian yVntiquity, must be evident. 
His office would be, to corresjwnd w ith the Church 
at liome as a literary character, rather than to 
preach at his station, which would not often, per¬ 
haps, be practicable, though every proper opportu¬ 
nity of preaching should be embraced by him; 
to communicate with tljc Societies at home, in re¬ 
spect to the supj)ly of Bibles and religious tracts 
suited to his country; to superintend tlie distribu¬ 
tion of the same; to collect manuscripts of the 
Scriptures; to elucidate Scripture histoi'y from his 
■knowledge of Asiatic .scenes; to suggest new 
translations of the Scriptures, and measures for 
executing them; to point out proper places for 
C'hrislian missions; and, generally, to interest him¬ 
self in whatever might be serviceable to religion, 
and tlie promotion of Christianity. 

It would alw'ays be exj>ectcd, tliat the result of 
his observations should be given to tlie public, 
under the direction of tlie Society to which he be- 

There is no difficulty in finding a proper station. 
Commerce has her Consuls at Aleppo, 1 unis, Bag¬ 
dad, Bussorah. Representatives of tlie Church 
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might be stationed at the same places for a more 
•important pur^wsc. G ovemment w ill give a. pass¬ 
port to Commerce through the world. Can it be 
refused to Christianity? Some of the smaller de¬ 
nominations of Christians have found it practica¬ 
ble to establish missions in places, which, at first 
eight, appeared to be inaccessible; and m here 
they maintain the best understanding with tiie go¬ 
vernments of the country. 

In general eases, the labour of learning a new 
language ought not to he iin|>oscd; though it may 
always be expected that no person will be selectetl 
for such a situation who is not a general scholar, 
and who has not studied the Oriental languages* ** . 

* The Clmrch Missionary Society in its last Report^ 
invited young Clergymen to come forward under its pro¬ 
tection, and to enter on the promising spheres of labour 
whicli are opening before the Christian world. 

The free and unlimited access," the Society remark.^, 
^ which Great Britain has acquired by her arms to all I lie 
regions beyond the Cape of Good Hope, displays the 
grandest theatre ever offered to Christian exertions. The 
Missionary who devotes himself to the service of Christ 
among uncivilized men, has to encounter the slow and 

** arduous labour of bxirig their language, and then teach* 
** iug it to these tribes, before they can read the wonder- 
ful works of God: but, througliout the East, two thirds 
** perl taps of the whole liuman race are already so far civi- 
lized as to possess a written language,^ and yet remain 
** ignorant of the way of salvation! Into many of these 
^ languages the Word of God is already trunsiated, or is 
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If he be a learned and his mind be embued 
by eenlinjents of genuine piety, he will employ his 
time, more advantage to tlic interests of reli- 

« 

actually in the course of translation. Here, indeed^ the 
“ fields arc white unto the liarvosi! A young Clergyman, 
" master of tlie Ethiopic* Persian, Anihic, or Sjriac, of Iho 
** Tamul, Cingalese, Bengalee, liimlostanee, or Malay, may 
take the Scriptures in his hand, and read them in tlieir 
own longue to nnllions of his fellow-nien perisiiing for 
lack oi that very knowledge ! Or, if liis heart is fixed on 
extending the savour of Ciirisl's name still more widely, 
let him go forth and labour with those excellent men who 
devote tiieir skill and tlieir time to the transfusing the 
** Word of God into some of those languages—sjmken wnd 
written hy almost coniitlcss multitudes—vvliic li are not 
** yet eiiriclied liy the Divine Word.*’ 

In respect to the Levant, it i^ observed, “ The revolu- 
^ lions on the Continent having mined the andeiit Uoinish 
Society, * De propagaudi Fi<ie/ llie. Missions luaiiitaiiied 
by that body are dwindling away. The Committee have 
had much interesting coiniuunicatioii on this subject with 
** Dr.lSaudi from Malta, who strongly urges the Society to 
** send well-qualified men to carry* the Uospel into the 
LEVANT and THKOUGnoUl THE AUCHTVKtAGO— 
where there are the most promising openings for useful- 
** ness, in reviving decayed Christianity, und in instructiiig 
** the Mahometans in the faith of Christ. Two or tlifee 
** aealous young Clargymeii, willing to aocuinmodate them- 
** selves to the customs Of the East in respect to manners 
and dress, and who can speak the Greek or Arabic lam 
** guage, or boUi) would be the honoured instruments of 
confirming and propagating the doctrine of Uie Cross in 
countries dear to them as scholars from classical as- 
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gion, by directing otliers, and by general Cliristian 
investigations, than by studying a new language 
himself. ^ 

• The whole expense to the Societies, of their 
share in the pro|)Oscd establishment, including a 
resident Clergy and Literary Representatives, need 
not exceed 6000/. or 7000/. per annum, at least 
for a few years. The three Church Societies 
expended in the last year (of which they have 
printed the accounts) on Missionary objects, in¬ 
dependently of incidental expenses, the sum of 
5288/. ^Ax. 7id. —viz, the “Society for Propagating 
tiie Gospel in Foreign Parts,” 2520/. I8r. lOd.; 


** sociations^ and more dear to tljcm a$ Christians from 
sacred r 

The Comniittee invite such men to offer lhemselve«» 
** and cannot but ho{)ethat it may please God to raise up 
some suitable instruments of his glory iu this quarter of 
the world /’—See T%vcif(h Report qf the Church MUsionary 
Society, 1812, pp. 407—412. 

The proposal made above of stationing Literary Repre¬ 
sentatives of the Church in the principal scenes of Christian 
Antiquity, fully agrees with the avowed wishes and purposes 
of this Society: and there can be no doubt, that it would 
willingly send, with the permission of Goverament, duly 
qualified fnen, would such offer tliemselves, under the cha¬ 
racter of Literary Representatives of the Church, for one, 
two, or more years, according to circumstances, to all the 
niost promisiQg stations; and resident Ctergymoii, under the 
same sanction, to Java, Mauritius, the Cape, Ceylon, and 
Malta* 
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tlie “ Society for Promoting Christian Know¬ 
ledge,” ] 379/. 7^-4rf.; and tlie “ Church Mis- 
sionaty Society,” 2788/. 8.f. S\d. 

It i^.not too much to say, that these exertions, 
of our Societies might he increased ten^fold. The 
only question is, whetlier tlie occasion demands it. 
If it does, anjl tlie Sqpieties of the Church do not 
fully recognize the object of Missions, and endear 
vour to increase their funds witli a spirit propor¬ 
tioned to tlie occasion, and to tlie new circum¬ 
stances of tlie Church and of Great Britain, tlieir 
names, as Missionary Institutions, will ere long be 
lost ill tlie greater celebrity and more extended 
undertakings of other denominations. 
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THE BRITISH DOMINIONS ABROAD. 


Ii' the state of the British^ Domiivons abroad he 
accurately examined, it will be found, that, in tlie 
old Colonics of Nortli America, there is ample 
provision for Christian Instruction; but, in regard 
to the West Indies and our new possessions, it 
may be justly said, “ That not the Church of 
England, but other denominations of Christians, 
arc forming the religion of tlic natives*.” 


1. In the British North American Provinces, 
the Church has forty-three Missionaries and thirtv- 
six Catechists anil Scljoolraasters; all belonging 
to the “ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 

have 

seventeen Missionaries; viz. 

Wesleyan Methodists.14 

Missionary Society. S 

— 17 


in I'orcign Parts.” Other denominations 


2. In the West Indies tlie Cimrch of England 

• For th« statements made in this section, see the la^l 
Reports of the respective Societies.. 
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has six Rlisslonarics; viz. tliosc Oelonguig lo the 
“ Society for the Pvo|)agatiou of the Gospel in 
foreign Parts;” whereas t)jc Missionaries belong¬ 
ing to other denominations arc ninety-two in, 
number; viz. 

*Thc Ujiitccl Brethren.64 

The Weslevitn i\Ietlio(lists ... 25 

to 

The Missionaiy Society .... 3 

—92 ■ 

It will be seen hereafter that tlic jiarochial 
Clergy in the West Indies do not, in general, take 
an active part in the instruction of the Negroes. 

3. In IIiNDO.sTAN, the mnnlier of Mis.sionaries 
supported by the CJuuch of Pngland is four; viz, 
those belonging to the “ S<K*icty for I’romoliug 
Christian Knowled^.” Tliosc iiclonging to other 


denominations are thirty-hve; viz. 

TJie Baptists. 17 

The Missionary Society ...... 10 

The Ameiican Missionary Society . 7 

The Scotch Presbyterians. 1 


—35 

Tlie remark made respecting the jtarochial 
(/lergy of tlic West Indies, is apjjicabla lo llie 
Chaplains in India.* They do not generally 
preach to the nutives. 

4. lu the island of Cevlon tlic Churcii has 

F 
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no Missionaries. The Missionary Society has 
Uiree. 

■ 5. In Sooth Akkica the Church has no Mis¬ 

sionaries. Otlier denominations have thirty-five; 


viz. 

The Ignited Brethren.16 

'I’fie Missioniu’y Society.19 


—3.5 

6. In West Africa the Church of England 
has seven Missionaries; of which six belong totlie 
Church Missionary Society,” and one to the 
“ Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Fo¬ 
reign Parts.” 

.. On a view of the above lists, it will not l>e 

denied, that, not the Church of England, but 

✓ 

other derioiriinations of Christians, are chiefly em¬ 
ployed in forming the religion of the natives in 
tlie new colonies of Great Britain, and in her 
Asiatic Empire. 

It is not our wish to impede the efforts of these 
Christian teachers, who labour as our substitutes. 
The Ciiurch of England, we m ill confidently say, 
will never acknowledge such’ a wish, directly or in¬ 
directly. And wht;n the lm|)crial Parliament shall 
take a review of the good whicli has been already 
done by their means, in various parts of the Bri- 
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tish Dominions, it will^ we doubt not, be ratlier 
disposed to thank Uiein, than to contemn their ser¬ 
vices. We would not, by any exposition rif onrs, 
intennipt lire labours of missionaries in any part of 
the uncivilised world. No! Christianity is their 
debtor. And who is tliere, but must rejoice to 
behold the light of Christianity carried into the 
regions of darkness! We would ratlier promote 
tlie designs and encourage tlic zeal of sucli la¬ 
bourers ; for tliere must be some general princi¬ 
ples of common opemtion for disseminating tlie 
Christian Religion, otherwise that religion would 
not be intended for all mankind. What (Jhi is- 
tian is there, who, if he had it in his power, would 
attempt to obstruct tlie fiee course of the word of 
'salvation, that it may run and l>e glorilicd in tlie 
dartli I l‘or the system of preaching the Gos|)el as 
far excels the preaching it not, us the liglit of 
knowledge, pure morals, and the ecilaiii favour 
of Heaven, excel the darkness of ignorance, a state 
of vice, and conserpient uncertainty and despair.— 
But tlie object of this apjieal is, to eiideavour, liy 
some delineation of tlie ellbrts now making on every 
side to extend Christianity in our jiossessiows 
abroad, “ to provoke to euiulution ” tlie K.sta- 
blished Church, and to shew to tlie Im])erial 
Parliunient the importance of giving tlie British 
Constitution to ‘British Colonics. 

Tlie greatest blessing, certainly, which the na- 

F 2 
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tion could impart to her children throughout the 
world, would l>c, to give them a simple Ecclesiastical 
EstiiblishnKiut, M ith full toleration to all n ho dissent 
• from it. While such a constitution would be re¬ 
plete with advantage to ourselves, it would give to 
tile religion of denominations diHcring from us, a 
degree of order and stability, which, at present, 
tltey do not jiossess. Indeed, they ai'e at this mo¬ 
ment in a state u’hicli may be called one of per¬ 
secution, both in the West and East Indies. 




TIIE WXST INDIES. 

When wc speak of extending Christianity ainojig 
tiie natioiw of the earth, wc elo not mean that onr 
Church should visit otlier nations, heforc she has 
acknowledged tlie subjects of tlie British Empire. 
The two great braucljes of that Empire, in foreign 
climes, are the West Indie.s aiid the East Indies. 
Of these, our native subjects in the West Indies 
stand in a closer relation to us than those in the 
East, and claim a prior regard. Let us examine 
tlieir claim. 

Great Britain has abolished the Slave Trade; 
and, so far, has done her duty to Africa and to 
humanity. But she has not yet discharged her 
obligations to the Afiicans in tlie M’vst Indies. 
By successive importations of that race of people 
during the last century, and by our recent con¬ 
quests, wc have accumulated a population of slaves, 
which is supposed to amount now’ to nearly one 
million of souls. Our native subjects in lli*i- 
dostan remain on their native soil; but tlicse our 
African subjects are* in ditierent circumstances. 
We have dragged them by force from tlit.ir native 
country, and Appropriated their bodily services 
to our use. Justice; tlicreforc, rerpurcs that wc 



WEST INDIES. 


i4 

.should afl’ord them some cultivation of mind, and 
faithfullv acquit ourselves of every moral obliga¬ 
tion towanl them. 

Altlioiigh the subject of the Slave Tra<le was 
so long before the nation, it does not appear that 
the moral and religious state of the Negroes (;r- 
cupied much of our attention. 'I'he minds of men 
were so much engrossed with the simple question. 
Whether it were lawful to make slaves at all? 
that they seemed to overlook the no less import¬ 
ant inquiry, What is our duty to the slaves which 
we have made? 

'J'his latter iiUen*ogatory is now to be the sub¬ 
ject of our cousidcrulion. At tl)at time, we be¬ 
held the poor African in a chain, kneeling for 
freedom. We now behold him supplicating for a 
higlier hoon, “ The Word of Lite.” 

It viould be projjer to exhibit to the view of tlie 
Legislature tlic actiuil state of our African sub¬ 
jects, in religion and morals, at this time; for the 
nation, in general, seems to have a very imperfect 
idea of the kind of religion which they profe.ss, of 
the sensuality in wliich they are immersed, or of 
the pernicious and desti'uctivc superstition that en¬ 
slaves tlicm*. 

It would be necessary, on the other hand, to 
shew the admirable cftects of Christianity on tliose 


* Sec Edwards’s West Indies, Vol. II. p. 00 
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slaves who have enjoyed the means of instruction 
(calculated to amount to nearly 40,000), de¬ 
duced from unquestionable authorities ; that the 
nation may distinctly see what is practicable on the 
subject. 

B()th these particulars are to be derived from 
unexceptionable sources ; viz. The lirst, from the 
work of the late Bryan Kdwards, Lsq., who 
passed most of his life in tlie West Indies, and was 
afterwards a Member of the British Parliament; 
—and tiic second, from the iteporl of the Lords 
of Committee of (’ouncil on the Slave Trade,” rc- 
.specting the aft'ects of the Mission of tlie United 
Brethren. 

We shall advert briefly to tlie latter subject; 
lint it will be proi>er first to examine the “ state 
“ of our Kstablished Church in tlie West Indies, 
in regard to its efficiency as an instrument 
‘‘ instructing the people.” 
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THE STATE OF THE ClirUCII IN THE WEST TNDinS. 

Dull West Iiu^ia Islands inay he divided into two 
classics; llic; old, and the new. 'J'hc new islands, 
'J'rinidad cxceptcil, were acquired by Treaty of 
Peace in 176J: the old were se ttled by, or ceded 
to, (ircat llritain, a century antecedent to that pe¬ 
riod. In all t}»c old islands there is some, thougli 
a faint and highly iiiadc(piate, imitation of the Kc- 
clcsiastical Establishments of England. Parochial 
churches are built, and Rectors arc inuintaincd, 
not indeed by tithes, but by a small compulsory 
contribution, in lieu of lliem, which ie charged on 
the landholders in tlieir respective parishes. I3ut 
in the vcw islands, such vestiges of Christianity 
w’crc, till lately, no where to be found j and in 
tliree of tliciii, there is not, we believe, at this mo¬ 
ment, a clergyniaji or a place of worship. 

It might have been expected, that the new 
islands would iiave been far more fortunate in tiieir 
religious estahlishincnts than tlie old. The power 
of making laws for tlje ce<led islands belonged to 
his Majesty alone; but, unfortunately, his Mini¬ 
sters did not advise liim to exercise this power for 
the purpose of planting religious establishments, 
until after he had constituted the Colonial Legis- 
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lative A.ssemblies; who nllcged diat Ihejj would 
take care of tlie interests of religion* ** . 

Tliis fact may be admitted as some proof of the 
general decline of religious principle in the king¬ 
dom, about tlic period alluded to; for, certainly, 
under tlic administration of the Ministers of 
Charles II., the inierests tif religion in the settle¬ 
ments which ///cv planted, we»-e not forgotten. 

In the recently acquired island of Trinidad, the 
legislative power has rested and .still remains with 
his Majc.sty. M e hope to sec Trinulad become 
a model, in its civil and religious institutions, for 
our Western Islands in general. 

Let us now advert lo thee/r/ islands, aiid see to 
what their Tcclesiaslical Ksfahlislnncnts amount 
In .Tainaica, there are twenty parishes. Sup- 
jyjsing that tiierc arc also twenty Reetors (in some 
islands there are many Phiralists), we shall then 
have twenty Clergymen in an island which is 150 
miles long, and folly in a medium broad; which 
gives a district of 300 square miles for the labours 
of each Clergyman. The population of the island 
is stated by Mr. Edwards to amount to 30,000 

* An example of tliis core is staled by Mr. Edwardi^^ in 
bis account of tlie floumliiog colony of St. Vincents.^ 

** Tbi$ inland is divided into five parishes^ of m Inch only one 
** wa^ provided wi(k a cUurch, and tliat nas blown down in 
tbe hurricane of 1780. Whether it is rebuilt, 1 am not 
informed .*'—WeU Indiest VoL I. Book iii. ch.9» 
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Whites, 10,000 free Persons of Colour, and 210,894 
Slaves*; wliicfi, when divided among twenty Cler¬ 
gymen, will give to eacli a cure of 12,554 souls. 
It will hardly be necessary to say more, of the 
utter inadequacy of the public moans of religious 
instruction in Jamaica. This island is a favour- 

a 

able specimen of the state of the PsUiblishi^l 
Church in the old islands. 

On the whole, it may be safely affirtncd, that no 
human zeal could bo equal to a tenth part of the 
duties of the parochial Clergy, were the slaves 
practically regarded as l)elongiiig to their floel. 
Btit the tnith is, lliat this unfortunate nias-s of the 
population has, with very few’ exceptions, never 
kjeen so regarded, citlicr by llie Govennnent or 

the Clergy t- 

It will be proper next to advert to tlie djsc:j- 
PLINE of the Cluircli in the West Indies.—For 
want of episcopal superintendaiicc, sonic very sin¬ 
gular anomalies and irregularities exist, in regard 
to discipline and church governinenl. A Layman 
inducts the Priest into his living. A Layman 
has power to suspend the Priest ab qffi.cio. The 
Govemor or Commander in Chief is reputed 

s 

“ Supreme Head of the Provincial Church.” Of 
these facts we have the ci'idcncc of the ivriter 
before ment'oned. 

I 

* The number has bince l>een very considerablv increased. 
i The State called Slavery delineated/' p. 244— 
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The Bishop of London is said to claim tins 
island (Jamaica) as pail of his diocese: but his 
“ jurisdiction is renounced and barred bytlieiaws 
“ of the country; and the Governor or Coni- 
“ mander in Chief, as Supreme Head of the Pro- 
“ vincial Church, not only inducts into the seve* 
“ ral Rectories, &c., but he is likewise vested 
“ witli the power of suspending a clergyman ab 
•* officio, &c.”— Edioards, Vol. 1. p. 26'5. 

Here we see, tliat, iu a portion of tlie British 
Empire, the Church is entirely subject to tlie 
secular authority. 'J'his system is not paralleled 
by tliat of any sect among us, which may be the 
most remote tfuin primitive discipline ; and cer¬ 
tainly its continuance can only be justified by im¬ 
perious necessity. 

i But, in the ^Vest Indies, theneglcct of Christian 
ordinances, and tlie relaxation of morals, are the 
most serious evils. One most evident cause of this 
neglect, is the want of persons of Episcopal rank 
and authority in tlie Church, who would cause the 
customary observances of Christianity to be lionour- 
ed, make regularvisitations of the churches through¬ 
out the islands, and report to the (xovemment at 
home on tho inadequacy of the mcafis of instruc¬ 
tion. What possible’amelioration of morals can 
be expected among bond or free in the W'esl 
Indies, if tlie‘old system continues the sonic? 
AVhat avails our abuse of tlie Planter? Will tlie 
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Planter begin to instruct his slaves in Christianity, 
because we make eloquent speeches in England 
on the duties of humanity? Both the Planter and 
the Slave need the paternal interference of the 
Imperial Parliament. And the first duty is to 
appoint to both a Spiritual Head, through whom 
Government may concert and execute measures, 
from time to time, for the general iinprovcinciit of 
the people. The grcat family of Afi icans, in par¬ 
ticular, wants a oeneral ooahdian in these 
islands, whom they should know to have been 
appointed hy tlw nation to superintend their sj>i- 
ritual state, and through wljom tliev miglit know 
that tlioy were subjecls of the Km». Wc have 
given a Bishop to Canada, w here there are only 
eleven Clergymen of the Cliurch of England. In 
tile West Indies there arc more than twent'' 
islands, of which one, Jamaica, has twenty pa¬ 
rishes; Barbadocs has eleven parishes; (iranada, 
six; St.Vincents, five ; Dominica, ten; St. Kitts, 
nine; Nevis, five; Antigua, six, &c.*. But in 


SETTLEMENTS IN THE %VKST INDIES SL EJECT Tri 

GREAT BRITAIN. 

1» JamuicH. 7. St* Vincents. 

t2. Barbadops. S. St. Lucia, 

3* Trinidad. 9, Martinique, 

4. Tcdiago. 10 , Dominica, 

&. Curuxoa. 11. (iiiadaloiipe. 


B. Grenada, 


12, Antigua, 
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what manner Clinstianity exists, or is iionoured, 
in tliesc islands, is altogether another question. 
It is an important question. But how is it to be 
answered, if tliere be no general superintendant of 
these scattered provinces, to whom the nation can 

13. Nevtjj. \ 9 . Sf*Eu^taUa. 

14. 8t Kitib. Torlala. 

J5« St. Croii. 21. St. Thomas. 

16. St. Jan. 22. Bahama UIe». 

17. St. Hart]io]uinc%v. 33. Bermudas. 

% 

18. Montserrat. 

ON THE rONTINENT. 

34. Surinam. 3Ci. B^rhice. 36. DiMnararn 
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•mE MULATTOS. 

Of tlic general morals of tlie People of Colour 
some idea may be oblainccl from tljc following 
representation: 

“ The accusation generally brougiit against the 
“ Peojdc of Colour (or Mulattos) is tlie incon- 
“ tinoncy of tlieir uomen, of wlircb such as are 
“ young arc unix'ersalh/ maintained by White 
“ men of all ranks and conditions. The fact is 
“ too notorious to Ik: coucealed. Not one in 
“ fifty of them is tauglil to write or read. Pro- 
“ filablc instruction, liicivfore, by those avIio arc 
“ capable of giving it, is witlihcld from tlicin.” 
— Edtvards. Vol. 11. p. ‘.'O’. 

The degradation of tlie nude Mulattos is, if 
possible, greater than iliat of the women. “ By 
“ an Act of Assembly, a Mulatto not born in 
“ wedlock cannot iniierit, by the testamentary 
“ devise of a \Miite man, more tlian 2000/. cur- 
“ rency. 

“ Tlicrc is this mischief,” adds the same au¬ 
thor, “ arising from the system of rigour osten- 
sibly maintained by tlie laws against lliis un- 
fortunate race of people, that it tends to de- 
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“ grade lliem in their own eyes, and in tlic eyes 
of tlie community to which tlicy belong.” 

“ 'J’hat tliis system ought to be utterly abolish- 
cdy I most readily admit. Uut by whom is 
such a reform to be begun and acconipli.sliedr 
“ The enfranchisement of sucli as are enslaved, 
“ Christian instruction to the whole, and encou* 
“ ragement to tlieir industry, would, in time, 
make them an i'sf.fl’L and valuable class 
“ of citizens, induce them to intermarry witli caclt 
“ otiicr, and render their present relaxed and 
“ vicious -system of life as odious in appearance, 
’* as it is baneful to society.”— Edioards. Vol. II. 
p. 30. 

The stale of tlie Mulattos in the tfest Indies, 
and of the Ilalf-caslx in the liiast, i.s a subject 
which must, ere long, engage tlie attention of the 
I3ri(is}i Parliament. 'Phe local governments, in 
either country, are utterly incom{)etcnt to provide 
a remcily for the evil. Kor will any remedy he 
ever found, but that which the above judicious 
writer has proposed j and which Parliament only 
can, by its enactments, provide; viz. “ Instruc¬ 
tion in the Christian religion,” to rai^c tlietn by 
education above the contempt ol their hpccies; 
and, a system of “ tncourageincnt to tlieir in- 

This unhappy* race is of English descent; hut 
it is a proscribed race in both hemisplienis; a 
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curse still following the immoral connection. So 
great is tlie degradation of tifis cast, that in the 
West Indies the Mulatto is, generally speaking, 
more despicabU; in the eyes of tlie English* than 

• '* The Negro works, and is Ihcrefure good for some- 
“ diing; but the Mulatto,” savs the Planter, “is good for 
** nothing.” Otbci^vi>e it can liardiv be said that the Mu- 
latto is more despicable than the Negro. lu facb there 
not perhaps an animal in the croaHoiii which is more dc:>pi* 
cable in tlio eyes of the riantcr, than the unhappy 
This is cxemplilivd by his rite's of sepulture. Among the 
mans, slaves were decently interred, and Hieir burial places 
religiously respected (see Ora.'vins. Uc»m. Anticp V<d. xii. 
p. 1250). Far different is the case in the \Ve»l Indies, at least 
ill the Rritish islands. Dv ho arlielc of the (ode A'orrinthe 
French islaiuls, it was huuiurieiy ^liveelcd, that the deceased 
Negn» should have Christian huiiah and he interred in com 
secrated ground. But we should search, in vain, in the laws 
or practices of any of the British Colonies, for equal hu¬ 
manity. There 

** Till* ^acreJ dnit 

** Ord)i«i ]icavvu4atn)nri‘tl furui, irf*vl, UrvMK*,^ 

when no longer animated with that soul which groaned 
under a merciless oppression, uiid no longer tit for the pur> 
poses of avarice, is uhaiidoiied, with the most unfeeling con¬ 
tempt, to ihe care of kindred mtcIcIics, to he interred, like 
the carcase of a dead mule or dog, iu the nearest vacant 
soil. 

It was believed by the Greeks and Romans, that the rites 
of sepulture were necessaiy to the repose of the departed 
spirit. ^V hat they could do, therefore, in a religious way, they 
did, to provide in another world for the^iappiuess of those 
icUow-beings, who, iu the jircsent, were devoted to Ikcir 
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tlie native African; and, in tJie East, the llalf* 
cast is counted inferior to Uie Hindoo, 

service. Let West-Iudia masters couteiiiplate* and ^budder 
at^ tlieir own very op)> 05 ite couilucf. And let not churaC' 
t(!ristics^ like these» be esteemed of little rDoment. Our 
treatment of the dead not only indicates but influences our 
feelings towards the living. 

The State called Slavery dthneaud,** p. 
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INSTRUCTION OF THE NEGROES BY MISSIONARIES. 

That the Christian instruction of the Negroes 
has been hitherto almost entirely neglected by the 
local governments in th(‘ West Indies, is fully at¬ 
tested \>y the statute books of almost every island, 
wliich teem with laws concerning the labour 
andof tl\c slaves, bni liave little re¬ 
ference 10 then) as being ra!tonal crcuUiros. This 
fact app(iared in full evidence hefojx^ the British 
ParliamentIt will be a satisfaction to iJie 


Q* ^Vl)nt Im^ broil, mir) is now, rhe ssituution of llir 
slaves ill .lamaira, as 1o rrlieioiis instniclion? 

A, There arc a very few jirojitTlies on wliich ibere are 
Moniviao parsons; but, in tfcncnil, there U no attention paid 
to ttvy r eligions instruction*^^ —^J on N W E l> i) E U B v K N E, E!>ij, 
Evidence of ITllO, Ifouse of Horntnons^ p. 38 J- 

Arc Negro slaves or llieir ehiklren in general bap 

tized ? 

“ A. Il IS not nueoniniou for Negro slaves to be baptized 
by the Romish jiriests; but this depends enlircly on their 
own inciinations, voi Uiere are no religious instUufions establis/i* 
edby I^u^forthc benefit of slaves in the island/’—G oveunor 
SiLTON. P, C, Iteport on Stave Trade, p. 3. 

Q. What religious iustitutions are there for the benefit 
of Negro slaves ill each of the jslamb in the West Indies? 

A. (By Mr. Uobukton). None established^ in either 
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feeling mind, to sec, from the title to this section, 
that teachers of Christianity have visited this 
unhappy race. The two principal bodies which 
have engaged in tliis laudable undertaking, are the 
United Brethren or Moravians, and the Wesleyan 
Methodists. The number of converts belonging 
to the Moravians, who have laboured in this good 
work, with success continually augincnling, ever 
since tlie year 1732, is, by liie last returns, nearly 
25,000; tliosc belonging to tlic Methodists, wlio 
followed their example about the year 1785, 
amount to 13,042*. 

It will be proptT to say something here, of the 
character of the Missionariis, and of their con¬ 
verts, derived from unexceptionable evidence. 

Mr. Edwards, in his History of the West In¬ 
dies, has borne testimony to the merits of tlie 
United Bi*cthrcn, in the following terms: 

tlie Windward or Leeward Islands.”— Same Rtpan Title, 
Dominica^ 

Q. Same as preceding. 

** A, We know of none suck in Jamaica/' Ry Mr. Ful¬ 
ler, Agent of Jamaica, Mr. Chisholme, and Mr. Long. 
~Same Report: Title, Jamaica, 

In the old English Islands, and even the coded Islandi^ 
of St. Vincent aud Dommique, the >l4>groos, in respect 
to religion, are very shamefully neglected/’—J u^mes Bail- 
lie, Esq. Evidence^ 1790, House of Commorxs, p. 201. 

Sec Minutes of Conference of Wesleyan Methodists for 
«^12, p, 43» 
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“ It is to tlic liouour of Antigua, that its inha- 
bitanls have encouraged, in a particular manner^ 
the laudable endeavours ol' certain pious men, who 
have undertaken, from the purest and best mo¬ 
tives, to enlighten tl)e minds of the Negroes, and 
lead them into tlie knowledge of religious trutli. 
In the Ue[)ort of tlic Lords of Committee of Coun¬ 
cil on tlic Slave Trade, is an account of the labours 
of the Society known by the- name of the Unitas 
Fratrum (commonlv called Moravians), in this 
truly glorious pursuit; from which it appears, tliat' 
their conduct in this business displays sucli sound 
judgment, breathes such a spirit of gcmiine. Chris¬ 
tianity, and has becji attended by such eminent 
success, as to entitle iLs brethren and missionaries 
to the most favourable reception from every man 
whom the accidents of fortune have invested with 
powci' over tlic Africans; and who believes (as 1 
hope every Flauler believes) that tliey are his 
felloAv-creatures, and of equal importance with 
himself, in the eyes of an ull-seeing and impartial 
Governor of llie Cnivei'se*.” A’^ol. 1. p. 488. 

From die Evidence in the Privy Council Reports, we 
extract liic following: 

Q. Have tlte Moravians Melliodists applied them¬ 
selves to Uie conversion of the Negro slaves in the Island of 
Antigua? 

A. Both the Moravian and Methodist preachers have 
applied themselves very strenuously, and with great success^ 
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There is another testimony on tills subject, 
which will be received with deep respect by the 

ill the conversion of the Negroes ui that island ; and as they 
have built proper plates to bold their uicetings in, all the 
slavcs*arc encouraged by flieir masters to attend. 

** Q. What has been the general effect on the slaves uho 
arc converted ? 

A. A more Hecetit deportment in their behaviour and 
religious attendance: and most of^theiii are become Chris'* 
•tiaiis/'— Commons* Kepon, 17^0. iridrwer o/T homas Noe- 
BURY KERDY, Es(). 

** In addition to what I had the liuuour to mention to vour 
Grace on the subject of the Negroes in these Colonies^ f beg 
leave to observe, that, besides tltecslablishcd Clergy of the 
islands, there are Moravian a)ul McUiodist MiiiUicrs settled 
in ail ofthciu: for the purpose of affording moral and reli. 
glous instriiclroii to the Negroes; and tlicir congregations 
arc very mimcrou^^ 

To evince to your Grace how snccessful these Mission- 
urics have been in their labours among the Leeward Islands, 
I w'iil endeavour to procure an exact account of the 
number of Negroes who have been adiuiUcd into Uicir con¬ 
gregations, and trausjuil it to your Grace as soon as it can be 
obtained.'-- 

I hai e, for some years past, ordered some sugar or rum 
to be given annually, by^wery estate under my direction in 
this island, to the Missionaries, as a small gratuity for their 
attendance upon the Negroes; and the practice has been 
followed by many others, though it has not yet become ge¬ 
neral/—c)/'Cemwioiw* Papers, tSO-k Lc;^ci*/rowi PRESI¬ 
DENT Thompson, of St, Christopher, then Governor <if the 
Leeward Islands, to the Duke of Portland. 
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British nation. It is extracted from the “ In- 
struciions” drawm up by the late Dr. Povteus, 
Bi.sl]op of London, for tlie Missionaries belonging 
to tlie CUiircli of England, going out to the West 
India Islands, under patronage of tlie “ Society 
for the Conversion of the Negro Slaves,” incorpo¬ 
rated by Royal Charter in 17114; of which the 
Bishop of London is President. 

“ The liarvcst before you is a plentiful one; tlic 
work you arc engaged in is a glorious one. It 
is nothing less than llic opening a new .school of 
morality and religion in the Western woi ld ; lay¬ 
ing tlie foundation of a new Christian Church 
within tlie coniines of the Atlantic Ocean; and 
ditViising the blessings of tiio (iospcl to more Uian 
.500,000 human beings, miUi all llicir numberless 
descendants, to the rcuiole.st periods of time.” 


We shall close this deciwvp evidence with what might have 
been singly sulticiciil; an extract from the Minutes of the 
OciH-ial Council and Assembly of idl the Leeward Islands, 
in I7t>». 

“ Resolved,—That the slaves in these islands may be 
brought gradually to a considerable degree of reiigwms 
Knowlrdgr, by attention on the part of their masters and 
the cleipy; as evidently a))|iears from the great success that 
has attended the pious exertions of the Moravian and 
other Missionaries in the several islands of tliis Ciovernment, 
whose mode of instruction and discipline seems to be par¬ 
ticularly adapted to the minds and capacities of the hearers.** 
— Papers, lioiue of Commons, 1804; 63. II. 
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■“ Tills surely is a prospect sufficient to animate 
your zeal. One tiling wc know with certainty; 
we know from fact, and from experienct;, from tlic 
^;^xampleoftl4e Moravians abovementioned, that the 
Negroes are capable of being made real Christiansi 
and that they give tlie most unequivocal proofs 
of this, by tlie visible influence which the (lospel 
actually has upon their hearts and lives. The So¬ 
ciety trusts, therefore, that the Missionaries of the 
Church of England will not manifest less piety, Ic.ss 
zeal, less activity, less diligence, than those of tite 
United Hrethren; and that, of course, theiv labours 
will, under Providence, l>e at least equally success- 
fill.”— Jmtrxictions for Misaionarics to the IVesf 
, India Islands, p. 1.5. 
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EDICT CONCERNING CHUISTIANITY IN JAMAICA. 


In the West Indies, tlicre are honourable charac¬ 
ters and respectable families, who are entitled to 
as higli estimation os tliosc of any country; par¬ 
ticularly among the higher classes, and among the 
learned professions. The virtues of benevolence, 
liuinanily, generosity, courage, and love of coun¬ 
try, iu'e, no doubt, fie(juently to be found, to the 
honour of individuals. But it is well known, tliat 
tlic.se ]iOf)uliir virtues arc perfectly comiiatible with 
a spirit hostile to Cliristianity. InfKlelity generally 
arrogates to Itself high personal virtues: and in- 
diflercnce to Christianity (Uic sum of the charge 
in tills ciiaptcr) makes tlie same pretensions. 

TJic legislative acts of a people are undoubt¬ 
edly the best evidence of tlieir general spirit and 
temper. Whetlier the aclr of the legislative body 
in Jamaica^, which wc arc about to recite, are to 
be attributed to tliat contempt, and even hatred, of 


the slaves, which prevail, it i^.a-Ilcged, among the 
planters, and which would nalcirally lead tlicm to 


* The lcjris»lative body of Jamaica^ consists of the Rover- 
nor; a Council of twelve gcn11cfnoii» appointed by his Ma,, 
jesty; and an Assembly^ or House' of Commons, consisting of 
forty-three members, geuerally planters. 
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view with indignation the atteit»j>t to instpucl them 
in diat religion nliich would seem to raise them to 
a level witli tlicir masters ; or whether it arise from 
a fear, lest the slaves should really suffer a moral 
injury from tJ»e teachers of (Christianity, and be 
excited, in some future time, to insurrection ; wc 
shall not presume to determine. The following 
statement sit.-dl be merely a transcript, with little 
comment oi our own, from the official Uecoids of 
Jamaica, and trom the printed Accounts of the 
Missionarie.s. 

After the Methodist Missionaries had been 
about ten y(>ars in tlio Island of Jaiimira ; and Inid 
built a chapel at Kingston, which was attended 
by some \Vniiles, and by many People of Colour 
and Negroes; the (’olonial Legislature jiassed an 
Act, 01 ) the I7ti) Dccoiibcr, laOii, by which tliey 
prohibited, and made jicnal, “ prcacliing or tcacli- 
“ ing in a meeting of Negroes, or People of Co- 
“ lour, by a person not duly qualified.” 'J'ljere 
liad hitherto been no law in Jamaica for Dissenters 
to qualify at all; and the Legislature thought fit 
to determine, that a person regularly and legally 
qualified in Englan^ under the 'Polcration A cl, 
was not duly qualified for Jamaica. Tn conse¬ 
quence of this law, tw’O of the Missionaries were 


thrown into prison, 
offence was “ one 


The penalty for the first 
montli’s imprisonnjcnt, and 


“ hard labour in the common w'orkhousc.” I'he 
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penalty for the seC^:^! oftence t^'hs, “ imprison- 
“ iiienl. and hard Iniiour for six rnontlis,” or 
such farther punishment “ not extending to lifct 
“ as the Court should see lit to inflict.”—Such a 
lau, in relation to a zohi/e man, had never been 
heard of before in Jamaica; for the laws there 
are highly respectful to the privileged order. If, 
again, a black roan should “ teach or prcacli in a 
“ meeting of Negroes, not being duly qualified,” 
be was “ to be sentenced to receive, for the se- 
“ contl offence, a public flogging, not exceeding 

tliirtv-niiie lashes." 

♦ 

lly llie operation of tins law. the places of 
worship of otlicr denominations of Christians be¬ 
sides tlie Methodists, were shut up. The preachers . 
were siJcucctl; and, among the ic.st, a rcgulady 
ordained minister of tijc Church of Scotland *. 
The Missionaries, in the extremity of their sufler- 
ings, compared tiiis legal opposition, and its ef¬ 
fects, to the persecution of Dioclesian ; only that 
the punisiimcnts were not, as tlic law' expressed 
it, ‘‘ to extend to life.” 

r 

The alleged ground for passing this Edict in 
.iainaica, whatever the trutlj.of the ease might he, 
was certainly similar to that of the Edicts of Dio- 
elesiiui. It w as stated in the preamble, That the 
^iluvcs, by being permitted to assemble at tliese 


* Tile Rct. Mr. Reid. 
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meetings to hear Christiui>Hn?truction, were in 
danger of being “ perverted wilh fanatical no- 
“ tions; and that opportunity was aftbrded them 
“ of concerting schemes of much public and pri- 
“ vate mischief.” 

On an application made by tiic different religi¬ 
ous societies in England, whose Missionaries had 
been silenced, the Committee of the Privy Coun¬ 


cil for matters of Trade, examined the merits 
of the new Act; and, upon tlrcir llcpurt, it was 
disallowed by his Majesty, and consctiucnliy 
ceased to have any force in Jamaica. 

Ilis Majesty, however, being desirous to pro¬ 
mote every fair object uhicii t)jc Colonial Le¬ 
gislature could have in vicu, transmitted to them 
an amended draft of an vVcl, founded on the 
jjiinciple, that possibly the public safety nnght 
require the regulation of Missionary efforts. This 
Act Mas such, as the Governor might be cin- 
j|)owcred to give the Poyal Assent to, if adopted 
by the Council and Assembly. Hut, upon its 
being presented to the Assembly, they indignant¬ 
ly rejected it. I’hey “ Kesolved, That any at- 
“ tempt by that Bc^d ’ (Lords of Trade and 
Plantations), “ or any other, to direct or inducnce 
“ the proceedings of* this House in matters of 
“ internal regulation, by any previous proposi- 
‘‘ tion or decision on what is referred to, or under 
their consideration and deliberation, is an in- 
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tcvfcrence with the appropriate functions of 
tlie House, which it is their bounden duty never 
“ to svibmit to.” 

If it had been doubtful before, whether the 
Act above-mentioned had been founded on a 
sincere appreliension of public evils, tlie proceed¬ 
ing of the Assembly must have decided the ques¬ 
tion. If they had been really apprehensive that 
the slaves, by meeting in Christian assemblies, 
would have “ an opj>ortunity of concerting 
schemes of public and private mischief,” they 
TV'Ould not have rejected a preventive law, from 
a mere punctilio as to the mode of its introduction. 
But the Jamaica Assembly, since they could not 
have a law of their own making, Mould have 
no law at all. 
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THE SECOND EDICT. 

The churches of tlie slaves had rest for nearly 
three years i but, in 1807, a second persecution 
(so named by the Missionaries) broke out with 
the violence of a hurricane. The ground of it 
was not alleged to be “ danger to Ujc public 
peace.” It was of a quite dilfercnt nature An 
Ordinance was passed on the 1.5th June, 1807, by 
the Common Council of Kingston, “ for pre- 
“ venting the profanation of religious rites and 
“ false worshii)ping of God, under tlic prclciice 
“ of teaching and jn'caching by illiterate persons.” 
The j)icainblc set fortli, “'I'hut preaching, leach- 
“ ing, and expounding the W'ord of God,” ought 
not to be exercised “ by uneducated, illiterate, 
“ and ignorant persons, and false entliusiasts 
that the practice of such pretended “ preaching 
“ and expounding the Holy Scriptures by .such 
“ persons, to large nmnlrcrs of jier.sons of Colour 
“ and Negroes of free conditiop., liad increased to 
“ an alarming degree;' and during such pretended 
“ preaching and pix;lende(l worshipping of God, 
“ divers indecent and unseemly noises, ckstiCu- 
“ LAXIONS, and behaviour, often arc used and 
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“ take place, to tlic great annoyance of the neigh- 
hours,” Sic. It was therefore enacted, That if 
any person, under prctence of being a minister of 
religion or expounder of Scripture, should “ pre- 
some to preacli or teach, or offer up jrublic 
prayer, or sino psalms, in any meeting or 
assembly of Negroes,” who was not “ duly au- 
“ thorised and qualified” for tlie same, he should 
be })unished; if a wliitc man, by fine and ini]>ri- 
somnent. Ilut if a slave should, under such pre¬ 
tence, presume to preacli, or oficr up public 
“ prayer, or siKC psalms" (in doing which latter 
he would be in danger of the unseemly noises and 
gesticulations aforesaid"), he should be punished 
by “ impii>ionment for six months, or by whip- 
“ PINO not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, or by 
“ botli, as shall be in those cases respectively ad- 
“ judged.” 

It was further enacted, That no person sliould 
“ use public worship earlier than the hour of six 
“ o'clock in tlie morning, or later than sun-set in 
the evening.” Notliing could be more effectual 
for preventing the slaves from receiving instruction 
six days out of seven; “ for before the sun rises 
“ they are compelled to be at tlieir labour; and 
“ they are not sutiered to quit it till it setsf.” 

* This parenthesis is not in the original law. 

+ Coke's History of the West Indies, Vol. ii, p. 17. 
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But still the Sunday renjaipfd. 

In the month of November, of the same year, 
1807, an Act was }>assed by the Legislature of the 
Island, prohibiting tlic Missionar-ies fron) leaching 
at all—even on S^lDdav. It consisted of two 
enactments, tlie second of which declared, “ That 
“ no Methodist Missionary, or other sectary, or 
“ preacher, shall presume to instruct our slaves, 
“ or to receive tlieni into tlieir houses, chapels, or 
“ conventicles; under the penalty of 20/. for 
“ every slave proved to have bet'n there” (that is, 
20,000/. for a congregation of 1000 .slavi's), *‘tO’ 
“ be recovered in a summary manner, })efoiT any 
“ three justices of tlie {vctice; un<l, on n fiisul of 
“ payment, to commit the offender It> gaol until 
“ payment should he made." 

.One of the principal Missionaries was thrown 
into Kingston gaol. 'J’h(^ olliers continued to- 
preach to the M'hites, an<l to the free; P«*oplc of 
Colour; but no slave was I'KitMiTrrj) to 

ENTER*. 

* “ Frequently, vvliile men of liee romlilion rntcred to 
“ fiear preaciiing, tlie slaves cro’ivdfd iibouf the doors, whicii 
the Edict forbad them to enter, with looks of the most 
" expressive sorrow, and words of the most pciiefratiiig 
“ eloquence. ‘ Massa, me do go to heaven now.’—‘White 
" man keep black man from serving God.’—‘ Black matt 
“ got no soul.’—‘ Kobotly teach black man now.'—If ever 
“ the words of )$terne had a meaning, ‘ I beard libt cliuins. 
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We observed this law consisted of two 
enactments, the second of wliich is recited above. 
It is time to notice the lirst enactment, which is 
exceedingly curious. It contained tlie ground or 
reason for tlic second enactment. It was not the 
ground of the Law of 1802, vie. “ danger to the 
“ public peaceneillicr that of tlie Ordinance of 
.June 1807, namely, “ the unseemly noises and 
“ gcsliculalioDS of ti»c preachers" and “ false wor- 
“ shipping of (iodhut it was “That masters 
“ and niisLrcsses" (the (^stablislied clergy arc over¬ 


looked) “ shall Utach the slaves themselves in the 
“ doctrines <if the Established Church, and so 
“ prevent the necessity of the Missionaries teacli 
“ ing them at all." 

This enacttijcnl greatly astonished “ the mas¬ 
ters and mistresses," j)articularly when Uiey re¬ 
flected on the extent of their charge. But their 
alarm subsided, when tlicy found that it was an 
enactment xcithoxil a penalty. 

On hearing of tlie Second Edict in Jamaica, 
tlie friends of tlie Mission in England presented 
a Petition to the King's Majesty in Council, in 
which they humbly represented, “ That the lie- 
“ neliccd and regular Clergy of that Colony 


“ and the iron entered into my soul/—it must have been 
'* on such an occasion as this.” 

Coke'sUistory, Vol. ii.p. 2>i. 
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** confine their ministerial instructions almost 
wholly, if not entirely, to the white and 
“ other free inhabitants. That the Right Rc- 
“ verend the Lord Bishop of London, in behalf 
“ of / the Society for the Propagation of the 
“ Gospel in Foreign Parts,’ a few years ago sent 
“ a Missionary to instruct the Negroes in the said 
“ island of Jamaica, but that the said Missionary 
*' soon after died of the yellow fever ; since which 
“ time, as they arc informed and believe, there 
“ has been no Missionary for the instruction of 
the Negroes in that island, who had been 
“ ordained by any Bishop of the Established 
“ Church.” 

• The petition then pi'ocecds : 

It is therefore a melancholy truth, as your 
“'petitioners humbly beg leave further to repre- 
“ sent to your Majesty, that, about four Inindred 
“ thousand of the human race are ellectually ex- 
“ eluded, by tliis law, from all public worship, 
“ and from all public and private instruction; 
“ and that it amounts to a prohibition, by a 
“ Christian Legislature, not oi' any particular 
“ doctrines or modes of worship, but of t!ic pro- 
“ pagation of the Gospel ij^lf among your Ma- 
“ jesty’s subjects above mentioned. In this view 
“ it is a measure of persecution unexampled in 
“ the Christian world.”— Coke'x Ilixtory. Vol. ii, 
p 2.9. 


o 



82 


M’EST INDIES. 


In April, 1809, the merits of the Act were 
dulv considered at the Board of Trade, and an 
Agent from Jamaica attended to explain and en¬ 
force its clauses*. On tlie 2(>th of the same 
montli, a notification was sent to tlse Petitioners, 
informing them, that the Act passed in Jamaica, 

• Wc haver hranl, that it was alUgcd» ia defence of the 
Act, That a certain Preacher or Preachers of the Metho* 
dists had been axnlly orinili>crel»i»ns and of a flagmiil zeal, 
and that one of them had preached against slavery, if 
any preacher nctorl fhii.s sc^ntionslvi which we do not be¬ 
lieve, he ought U> have been prosecuted for tlie crime, 
and expelled from the island, or scnteticed to such other 
punishment as the Court mighl adjudge, ^*not extending to 
life/’ But ins individual crioic was not. a reason for pass¬ 
ing a Law against Chrisliaiiitvi and forbidding the Negroes 
to SING psalms’* and praise their Maker! If sedi¬ 
tious conduct on the part of the Preachers was tlie 
ground of the Act, why was not tliat ground inserted in the 
preanibic? 

As to the allegation that a certain Mrssionarv preached 
against Slavery, in tlic ears of |>er.soiis who wen* Slaves, and 
in a place where they are Slaves by law', it is scarcely 
credible, supposing the man M*ere sane, Tlie doctrine of 
the Apostle Paul is just the contrary: u doctrine, which, 
we doubt not, has ever been zealously inculcated on tiia 
Slaves ill the West Indies, by every Missionary who was 
wortiiy of that name: 

** Art thou called, being a sen^ant, care not for it; but 
** if thou mayest bo made free, use it rather; for he that is 
called ill the Lor<l, being a servant, is the Lord’s free- 
niaUf*'—1 Car. vii. 21. 
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jn November 1807, had been that day disallowed 
by his Majesty in Council. 

We are concerned to state, that the spirit of 
opposition to the instruction of the Slaves in Ja¬ 
maica still continues*, notwithstanding the re¬ 
peated interference of his Majesty's Government. 
Had tlierc been any hope that liostflity would 
cease, the above details would not now have 
been giveji to the public. }>ul as wc upprelicnd 
])ublie dishonour has been put upon CMiristianity 
in a ]ia)’t of tiie Britisli F.iiipirc; and as the in¬ 
terests of more than d6’o,()(i0 liaj)loss Africans arc 
concerned in the event; it apf)care(l to be a case 
Avliirh ought to he suhniitted, in its full diincn- 
sipns, to tlie Imperial Parliament. 

* III an nfticial Report of ihc Missionarv Coniniiftec at 
llie New C’liupel, City Hoad, dHlc<l 27fli January, 101^, is the 
roilosvin^f para^rapli: 

I.,as1 August, Mr. Wiggius, one of our Mi:>t5ionarie8 in 
** Jamuiea, was sent to prison for a montli fui preaching 
‘‘ twieo ill our (.Uiapel on the l-ord\-day. And ilie Magi- 
strulcb appear to Ik* deterniiucd that Misvir^Jiaries sliajl 
nut he pcrmiltcii to p^ch iu \ut\ jmrt <>( llie island/^ 

* • ^ 
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The claim of the East Indies, like that of the 
West Indies, is two-fold. A religious establish¬ 
ment is wanted to perpetuate Christianity among 
our own countrymen ; and our native subjects 
have a claim on us for Christian instruction, as 
circumstances shall permit us to afford it. We 
shall notice, in the first place, those natives who 
profess our own religion; for we consider, that 
the attention of the Legislature is first due to 
the diTistians, or nominal Christians, who arc 
subject to our dominion, but who arc destitute 
of the privileges and institutions of a Christian 
people. By tliis rule, our regards will be prima¬ 
rily directed to the Christians of Ceylon. 



CZYLON. 


85 


CEYLON. 

Our first measures in supplying instruction, 
are claimed by the Protestant Christians of the 
Island of Ceylon. And a more urgent case could 
scarcely have presented itself to an Assembly 
meditating designs for tlic honour of Christianity. 
There is this further encouragement, that the sub¬ 
ject may be entered upon with facility. The 
country is tlie King’s. The difficulties of a 
.mixed government do not present themselves. 

It will appear to the Imperial Parliament, by 
reference to the Ceylon Government; 

That Ceylon contained, by computation in 
1801 , “ three hundred and forty-two thousand 
Protestant Christiansand that there are only 
three English Chaplains and three Protestant 
Missionaries in the whole island ;— 

That the old Protestant Churches (some of 
them spacious buildings), of which there wefe 
formerly thirty-two in one province alone*, 
have mostly fallen into ruins ; and tliat those 
which stand, are occupied, at pleasure, by, Ro- 
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mish priests from Goa^ who are assuming unciis- 
puteci j>ossessiou of the island ;—and 

That, from want of Protestant instruction, the 
secession to the Iloniish coininimion, and to the 
idolatry of the Idol is, as might be ex¬ 

pected, very great, every successive year. 
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JAVA. 

I?ESi*DES the Christians of Ceylon, our late con¬ 
quests have placed under our dominion and siiper- 
intendance the Protestant Christians of Java, 
and of the other isles of the Malayan Archipe¬ 
lago. Their number is .so great, that they cannot 
too soon engage the attention of the Legislature, 
particularly as they may become, by our means, 
useful instruments of confirming and extending 
a pure Christianity in the Pacific Ocean. The 
honour of religion demands, that these our new 
subjects should not be so long forgotten, as the 
Christians of Ceylon. 

The native Christians of the Archipelago were 
first Homan Catholics. Tlicy afterwards became 
Protestants of the Dutch Church. But, for 
many years, they have been almost entirely neg¬ 
lected by either communion. In some islands, 
there is no minister of Christianity at all; so tliat 
it may be expected, that, like the Protestants /)f 
Ceylon, they would be willing to submit them¬ 
selves, for their spiritual benefit, to any form of 
Ecclesiastical Regulation, which the English Go¬ 
vernment shoukl choose to appoint. 
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THE NATIVE CIIRIST1AN6 IN INDIA OF ALL DENO¬ 
MINATIONS. 

The native Christians in India, including Pro¬ 
testants, Syrians, and Roman Catliolics, arc very 
numerous. The number of those in Ceylon and 
Ilindostan alone (excluding Java and the other 
Isles) has been lately announced to us, by “ An 
“Appeal,” which was made at the .seat of the Su¬ 
preme Government in Bengal, “in Behalf of Nine 
“ Hundred 'I’housand Native Christians who want 
“ the Bible*.” The justice of this Appeal was 
acknowlsdged, and a liberal contribution was 
promptly made, by tlie inbabitants of that gene¬ 
rous settlement; but the supply was, as might be 
expected, in no way adequate to the demand, 
y^hich requires a fund both extensive and perma¬ 
nent. 

The same Appeal is now humbly preferred to 
the Imperial Parliament. That the Parent State, 

* See ” Chri&tiait India; or an Appeal on Behalf of 
" 000,000 Christ! ms in India who want the Bible.'* By Henry 
Martyn, B. D. Fellow of St. John's College,' Cambridge, and 
Chaplain to the Honourable the East-India Company in 
Bengal. Calcutta; printed. Sold by Cadell and Davies, 
^and, London. 
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having subjected 900,000 Christians to her do* 
minion, and finding them generally destitute of 
the Charter of their Faith, will consider it a duty 
to promote measures for supplying it, we may 
reasonably expect. If, indeed, we were about to 
dissolve our connection with them, and to transfer 
them to some other power, there might be some 
ground for the delay. But Government has no 
intention, we presume, of resigning its authority 
over these Christians. If, then, we expect a long 
and happy union with them, and if we look for 
loyalty and allegiance from a knowledge oimoral 
diiti/, let us make some provision for supplying 
them with the Code of Christianity. We speak 
not now of the duty of affording Christian in¬ 
struction by teaclicrs and preachers ; but of that 
simple, primary, and more obvious duty, easy 
of execution, and not liable to objection, the dis¬ 
tribution of the Holy Scriptures among our Chris¬ 
tian children. That they ought to be supplied 
from some quarter, wc think there is no man in 
this kingdom will deny. 

But it may, perhaps, be said, “ The object is 
good, the measure is entirely unobjectionable; 
but there may probably be some other means of 
accomplishing it, thart by enactments of the Le¬ 
gislature.” But, by what other means can , it be 
accomplished?*Shall wc leave this national duty 
to the casual exertions of individuals, and of pri« 
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vate societies ? Or is it of no consequence, what 
kind of Bible is offered to India? Is it thus that 
wetreat ourChristian subjects at home? The State 
undertakes to supply her children at home with 
the Holy Scriptures. "I'lie State takes charge of 
the Bible; guards the accuracy of its printing; 
commits the sale of it to proper authorities, and 
takes care that the supply shall be always equal 
to the demand. This is doing honour to the 
Word of God. But are not tliesc Protestant 
Cliristiuns in the Hast, the children of the State 
also? And does nut the sacredness of the Bible 
extend beyond our own shores? On what princi¬ 
ple then is it, Uiat this privilege is to be denied 
to them? Has tlic subject ever bccji considered? 
Ought there not to be some mode of reporting, on 
the character of the various Translations of the 
Scriptures which arc now in progress within the 
British dominions, that the tran-slators may have 
their due reward in the thanks of llxc nation; 
and that the nation may have confidence in the 
fidelity of the translations? 

There is one principal reason why Parliament 
should sanction tlje distribution of the Bible 
among our Christian subjects; namely, That Go¬ 
vernors of districts in India, unless they be men 
who are friendly to Christianity, will not give 
tliemselvcs any trouble on the subject; and the 
hostility of a single public ofiiccr may stop the 
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distribution of Bibles, and shut out the heavenly 
gift from a whole Province. 

The Roman Catholics in the South of India, 
will have no objection to receive the Bible. At 
present, even their priests are in general destitute 
of it. lienee it lius come to pass, that, under 
a Cliristian naiac, the people arc on the brink 
of Paganism. 

A general liopc is frequently expressed in Eng¬ 
land, That the people of India will, in some way 
or other, attain to civilization, under the auspices 
of our nation. 'i'hc Legislature can certainly 
devise no more elHcacious means of aecuniplish- 
.ing this hoj>e, than by making provision for the 
supply of the Holy Scriptures in every Province 
wJiere they may be w’anted. Thus would our 
Christian nation “ open the fountain of tlie wa¬ 
ters of life” to the nations ot tiic East. 

We observed above, that the Roman Catholic 
in India has no objection to receive the Bible. 
There are other Cliristians w'ho implore it. 

Among the Cliristians in the East, the Syrian 
€hurch of Malay-ala holds a conspicuous place. 
Had our own Church been accustomed, in time 
past, to extend her boundary, and to look out 
for fit subjects whom she might unite with her¬ 
self, and cherish with pious nurture and affec¬ 
tion, with what lively interest would she have 
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suddenly cast her eyes on the small but ancient 
Church of the Syrian Christians! A Church, 
which can assert an antiquity reaching to the 
primitive ages, and which has yet preserved its 
independence unto this;—a Church, which pre¬ 
served the Rible and the use of it to tlie people, 
when it was shut to our own nation and to all 
Europe ;—a Church, which-»ctains to this day, in 
its sacred services, that same language which our 
blessed Saviour spake in the streets of Jerusalem; 
—a Church, in fine, which now seeks the alli¬ 
ance of a respectable nation, that it inay be de¬ 
fended against tbc power and solicitation of the 
Romish communion* ** . 


* The certain ileyeiieracy of u Chnrcli, in consequence of 
the ioss of the Bible, cannot be more strongly exemplified, 
than in the case of some of the Syrian Christians, who were 
proselyted to the Romish communion about three hundred 
years ago. 

In passing through the Romish provinces in the East, 
*' though the Author had before heard much of the Papal 
*' corruptions, he certainly did uot expect to sec Christianity 
in the degraded state in which be found iC Of the 
priests it may truly be said, that they are, in general, be^ 
" ter acquainted with tlie Vedac of Brahmah, than with the 
Gospel of Christ. In some pla:;es, the doctrines of both 
are blended. At Aughoor, situated between Tricbinopoly 
“ and Madura, he witnessed (in October 1806) a tower 
of Juggeruaut, whicli was employed to solemnize Christian 

** festivals. The old priest, Josephus, accompanied liim, when 
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It ought not to be objected to such a people, 
that they do not liold ail our Arficlcs. \Vc ought 

lie r.urveyed the iilolatrous ctsr and its painted figures, 
and gave him a particular account of the varidbs cere mo- 
nies which are } crforroeil, seemingly unconscious himself 
of any impropriety tu (hem. The Author went afterwards 
with him into the church, and seeing u book lying on the 
altar, ot>encd it; but the reader may judge of Iiis surprise, 
** when he found it was a Syriac volume, and was informed, 
** that the priest himself was a descendant of the Syrian 
** Christians, and belonged to what is now called the Syro- 
** Roman Church, the whole service of which is in Syriac. 
** Thus, by the intervention of the Papal jmwer, are the 
ceremonies of Moloch consecrated, in a manner, by the 
sacred Syriac language."—CAr^>^lVln Hcsearc/ics, p, 126. 
yirst Edition^ 

*These are the Syrian Christians who are chiefly intendeef, 
in an account of the Syrian Church published last year, by 
** the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge.” 

The Syro-Romish Churches are to be found in difTerent 
districls in tbe South of India; some in Malay-ala, and 
others in tbe adjoining provinces. They vary much in their 
appearance and character, according to the circumstances 
of their situation, since their separation from the ancient^ 
Church; some being very decent in their rituu}, and others 
declining (like those almve-mentioned) to the practico.s of 
the lieatlieD. So that what is true of the inhabitants of one 
district, may be just (be reverse in regard to those of ano^ 
iher. 

Tlie Roman Catholics in our sister island nmy dt rivc a 
useful lesson, from the above example, of tJic f<ftul couse- 
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to reflect, that althongli they have been subject in 
the course of ages, once to Ncstorian Bishops, 

• • ♦ 

quriiccb rcsultio;; tu a ('liurdi, irom ttie lou of the Bible ,— 
It rommonl^ tlio Kciuiisli pric^tliood of Ire** 

laiid> Iftlte imcsis have got the Kihle, the Church has got 
“ the Bible.*'—This form of words is well calculated to 
delude the simple minds of Ute ignorant people. Whereas 
the very reverse is the Irntli; “When the people liave lost 
the Bible» the Church has lost it."—This is a piuctica] 
maxim, fully coiitirmed by the ex|Mrrietice of ages, and illus¬ 
trated in several countries at this time, and particularly in 
Irehiud. It is a truth, which, we suppose no intelligent 
Homan Catholic, of any education (certainly none in Eng¬ 
land) will deny : for to coniine the cimrch of God to 
** the priests/' is a scnlhacut whicli was only worthy of the 
dark ages. 

Had ** the Book containing Divine instruction, intended 
by (iod for all mankimi," been given to llie eomtnon peo¬ 
ple in Ireland, as to those in England, at tlie era of tlie 
lie format ion, tlicrc would not now Ih» the contenl which wo 
see, between Light and Darkness. A nati<m, wliicli has not 
the Bible, can never tiucicrsiand or coincide with the princi¬ 
ples of a people whose minds have been expanded by the 
knowledge (»f the Bibh*. To allege tiiat they can, is to do 
very little honour to tlic Uevelation of God. The chief 
cn)anci]>at]Oii which the cojumou people of Ireland need, 
is thut froiD iterance. And tliosi- Catholic Lords, who 
hliall have spirit ciumgb to arge the diffusion of the Bible, 
and establishment uf schools, ooNvithstaiiding tlie resistance 
of the priests, (for who will allege, that the Romish priests 
in Ireland are an enlightened jM^ople, or that tlieir judgment 
is to he consulted on subjects referring to the peace of the 
United Kingdom?) will do most lor the intellectual im- 
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and since to Eutychian Bishops, the name by 
whicli they are known over India (the St. Tho¬ 
mas Christians) imports an origin which reaches 
far beyond cither of these sects; and vie may 
justly wonder, that, under the influence of such 
disadvantages, they should not now be charge¬ 
able with some vital and radical error in Chris¬ 
tianity ; which certainly is not the case; though 
some of them may liold, like some in our coun¬ 
try, metapliysical errors in doctrine. 

No sooner shall our Church begin to enlarge 
her pale, and to open lier maternal arms to re¬ 
ceive the outcasts of the visilile Church in tlic 
British dominions througliout the world*, than 

provement, the kyal ticnioaaoiir, and the best iiitcrcsta of 

tl/e people. 

\ 

* There is uo rooni» however, on the part of other 
Churches in Europe, to reflect on the Church of England 
for want of zeal in extending the boundary of the Clnirch 
of Christ in the w'orld. The Church of Scotinud has been 
us deficient in this vcspecl, as the Church of England. Nor 
is this an argument for the Disseuter uguiusl National Esta- 
blisbmeuts, as though their zeal nnist necessarily degeile* 
rate. By no means. 'Ilic Church of Rome prosecuted tfie 
object of evangelizing nations, according to her teuets, with 
ardour and perseverance. •As to tiie smaller dcuoininations 
in England and Scotland, wc have before seen, that, in re¬ 
gard to the evangelization of the world, they seemed not, 
fill lately, to consider that it concerned them at ad. 
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her affections will be powerfully attracted by the 
circumstances, wants, and character of the Sy¬ 
rian Church of Malay-ala. 

The region of this people will be contiguous 
to the boundary of the proposed bishoprics of 
Madras and Bombay. 
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Tiik civilization of IlindosCan ouulit to be the 
chief ami ullinmtc object of our maintaining em¬ 
pire in that country. It is lawful for our na¬ 
tion to enrieij l»crsclf with its products, and to 
make it a source of dignity and power; but if she 
lose sight of tlic good of the people, that is, the 
Christian Civilization of her heathen subjects, as 
her ultimate object in llic subjugation and future 
tlominion of that country, she loses siglit of her 

character as a Christian nation. 

* 

Jt is of little consequence what our country 
Iqoiight of this subject, in the gradual stages of ct)n- 
qucbtand of ac(juisitiou. I'he case is now before tlie 
nation, in its full dimensions, for the lirsflime. It is 
this. A Christian people (to whom the world looks 
for example) have, by means of that ]>ower which 
l^rovidcnce has given them, subjected to their 
doiiiinion certain hcatlicn nation.^; and they look 
to iiiaiutaiu tliat dominion for iHuny hundrcul 
years. The ultimate object of the adventurers 
who obtained the first-footing on a part of this 
Kmj>irc, was—the commerce of the country. 
What ought ter be the ultimate object of tiio 
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Christian people, who possess the wliole Em¬ 
pire? 

It may surely be expected, that the Imperial 
Parliament will decide, “ That, while our aggran- 
“ diseinent by commerce is lawful, and may be 

prosecuted as a source of prosperity and great- 
“ ness, tlic ultimate object of the nation, in the 
“ subjection and fKjrmancnt dominion of Ilin- 
“ dostan, is to be found in the injunctions of 
" Ciiristianity.” 

It is painful to reflect, that the laws respect¬ 
ing India (saving tiic pious and obsolete clauses 
in the first Charters) have, in general, the ap¬ 
pearance of being made under tlic supposition 
that Christianity was not true. Tor what recogni¬ 
tion is there of the solemn injunctions contained in 
the Old and New Testament? Let the nation 
stand in the room of tlic individual (for her re¬ 
sponsibility is yet greater than that of the indi¬ 
vidual), and hear the precepts adilressed to her. 

1. “ Love thy neighboitr as thyself," —-Do we 
consider the Hindoo as our neighbour ? And if 
we do, has the nation acted tow'ard him as the 
Good Samaritan? 

U. “ As ye woiild that others should do unto 
** yout do ye also unto them" —Have we done 
unto the Hindoo that, which the first Christian 
people did unto us, when they found us immersed 
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in barbarity and superstition, and our altars pol¬ 
luted with human blood ? ^ 

3. Preach the Gospel unto every creature'' 
•—Hath one preacher, belonging to our Church 
been sent forth by the national Cliurch to “ preach 
the Cfospel” to the Hindoo? A fatl»cr hears the 
Divine prccejit, and teaches his children. Has 
our nation considered her Hindoo subjects as her 
children? If xve owe tlicin not paternal regard, 
who does ? Is Brahma their Father ? 

4. All nations whom thou hast made shall 
come and xoorship before thee, O Lord; and 
shall glorify thy name."'—Do wc liclievc this 

Divine record ? Or does the event sccin so iin* 

^ Before the preaching of (he Gospel of Christ in this 
klugclom, uu church exisled but the temple of a hideous 
(dol: wlio, like the Molocli of Uic Ea^t, had lus regular 
libations of human blood. To llic cruel rites of the Druiclb 
cal superstition succerded the R<»mari Idolatry. In Corn¬ 
wall, stood the Temple of Mercury; in Baugor, the Tcmjilc 
of Minerva; at Malden, the Temple of Victoria ; at Lcices' 
Icr, the Temple of Janus; at York, where St. Peter's now 
stands, the Temple of Bellona; in London, on the site of St. 
PauiX ihe Temple of Diana; and at Wcstiniiiblcr, wliere 
the Abbey rears its venerable pile, aTemple of Apollo. 

See a Survey of ancient British Idolatry, in a 
Sermon of Dr. Plaifere, preached, in 157^^ 
before the University of Cambridge. 

^ The four Missionaries supported by our Church in India 
are Danes or Germans of tbe Lutheran Communion. 

U « 
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probable, that wc absolutely despair of its ac¬ 
complishment ; so that wc no more expect it 
than the heathens themselves? And is this 
spair tlic reason why we have not sent one torch 
amidst the darkness?* 

* Sa long ago 5 h 17G2, llie following eloquent and evan¬ 
gelic Api^eal was made to Britain hy flic Bishop of Oxford^ 
in coiTsequctK c of Ijer extensive conquests, Willi how 
much more jusliee may it l>e urged now! 

‘‘ A new field is now ojieii to our labour. By tlic bless¬ 
ing of God on his Majesty's arms, it stretches itself to the 
uttermost parts of the (ilolie. Onr armies have gone be¬ 
fore us; tliey luive made the most distant eounti ics acees> 
siblc to <Mii Mi.ssiollarJ 0 ^, and lirougbt multitudes imiumcr- 
able within tlie reach of our instructioii« But where, in this 
^ wilderness/ can be found ' bread from heaven’suAicient to 
satisfv their wants? TJieir wild untoward minds remain in 
the bumc suvaee state of ignoimice in whtcli they were 
f<»riiud* Their superstition, their prejmiices, their brutal 
habits unci ineliiiations, remain still uncouqueml. Our sword 
carried no inslrucUon wtfh it. It made them own and obey 
a superior upon carlii; but it eouUI not force tlieir intel¬ 
lects ; it could not open llieir hearts to receive and obey a 
higher Master in heaven, ‘ tlie one true God, and Jesus 

• Christ wliom he hath sent/ TJiis vu fory over their hearts 
can be gained only by the force of Truth, * by the Word of 

• Gml/ But tnitli has no force where it is not perceived : nor 

• the Word of God/where it U.pot published. Teachers 
must therefore be scut to explaiu and enforce it ; and these 
in sorne proportion to the number who w*aui it. New schools 
of virtue must be founded—new semmaries of religion 
planted—uew churches for Diviuc worship erected. The 
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But it may possibly be alleged in excuse for 
these neglects, that the minds of the Hindoos are 
“ not accessible to reason and argument; that 
their superstitions are impregnable an(i their 
“ prejudices invincible.*’ Wc ask then, has the 
nation fulfilled her Christian obligation to those 
orphans and outcasts, whose minds are pliant, 
who Imvc yet no religion and seek a Faith? Or, 
have we fulfilled ‘‘the new commandment” to¬ 
pi cnicousnc.^^s of tlic harvest exceeds tlio power of our la- 
Ixiur to i;at)tcr in We must * pray llie L<»nl of the liarvcst 

* that he w'ill scud forth labourers*’ I'he same ^ood l^rovi< 
cloiicc^ which, hey 011(1 all imuiuu ^xpccfalioii, has opened 
this extent of country to our victorious forces, can equally 
open it for the entrance of Ilts Word, and for that very 
reason^ luive already opened it to our arms, in orfi(*r to 
juake a way for Hh Tnitli to follow Iheni. " Tlie bowers/ 
therefore, must * fjo fortli to sow the seed;' and however 
small its success iiiayal first ap|)eur, we liiue no reason to 
despair of its fuluTe growth. Wc know to what on r Saviour 
has likened the kingdom of heaven:—* Tlic kingdom of 
^ heaven is like unto u grain of Mustard Seed, which a man 

* took and .sow'od in his field; which indeed U the least of all 

* seeds ; but when it is grown it j.s tiie grculesi among herb.^ 

* and hecomclli a tuur, so that the birds of Uic air cqme 
' and lodge in the brandies thereof/” 

Sec Sermon by Dr. Hume, l-onl Ri.shop of Oxford, 
preached l>efhrc the Society for llie Proj>a- 
gation of the (iospcl hi Foreign Parts,” on Feb. 
10,1702, p. 10. 

Every scuteiice of the above is dcscriidive of Hindustan, 
as it is, or as it will be. 
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ward tliosc natives who already profess Q^tris- 
tiauilVy but who are destitute of its institutions, 
and are wandering like sheep w ithout a shepherd? 
—“ A new commandment / give untaijou, that ye 
“ love, one another'’' Have wc yet regarded 
these “brothers,” as “ neighbours,” as “ par- 
“ takers of the benefit” and of “ tlie heavenly 
“ calling?” 

What apology sliall be offered for these omis¬ 
sions? It is this. The Lritish nation, during 
the progress of conquest by a private Company, 
scarcely recognised the Hindoo i)eoplc as her 
charge. Her right in them, or her dominion 
over them, was not ascertained. Her relation to 
them w'as dubious. She did not (that is, the 
nation at large did not) view them directly as her 
children. This was literally the case. 13ut she. 
will acknowledge, we trust, that she views tliciu 
as her children now 


Besides the motives for giving Christian instruc¬ 
tion to India, which are purely evangelical, and 
are common to all our possessions ; there arc some 
considerations which refer to Hindustan exclu¬ 
sively ; and these arc, Political and Moral. 
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POLITICAL CONSIDEIIATIONS. 

The Diffiision of Christianity favourable to the 
Perpetuity of our Empire in India. 

Our Indian Empire has been called an Empire 
of Opinion; by which expression is intended, 
TJiat our security is dependent, in a great mea¬ 
sure, on the opinion of the people; and that this 
opinion may be easily changed. And it is believed 
that the o]nnion may be easily changed, because 
die natives are of one religion, and we of another. 
K they were of the same religion with ourselves, 
we should understand their principles, and might, 
by degrees, repose confidence in them, as wc do 
in our subjects at home. In time there would 
be a common interest, and some reciprocal af¬ 
fection, between us. Hut these cordial senti¬ 
ments cannot exist in any great degree, where 
the principles of each arc not fully understood. 
Even between the religion of England and the 
prevailing religion of Ireland, there exist w'ant of 
harmony and ^want of confidence. How much 
greater must be the dissonance between ('hris- 
tianity and Paganism 1 
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What, then, is the expectation of iutciligciit 
minds on this subject, founded on the maxims of 
wisdom and experience? Is it to be expected 
that we shall continue to awe the minds of sixty 
millions of Hindoos.and Mahometans for ages to 
come, by a force of thirty thousand men? Can 
wc reasonably ex[)oct that this cmj)ire of oj>inioii 
will never be dissolved ? And even if wc did, is 
it right (to anticipate a moral consideration) for 
a, Christian nation to subjugate a jx^ople for 
olher puj'pose than to export their wealth ? 

Hut, to return to the ]»olilicul consideration. 
We know that this cni{)irc of opinio\i is in danger 
ofTCcciving a concussion from lime to time. What 
is the cause of that anxiety about tljc fate of 
India, manitbsted on tverv arrival of lidincs from 

♦ O 

that country? What oc(;asions in our breasts tlir.t 
continual dread of conspiracy and massacre? 
The cause of it is evident. It is owiim to our 
want of confulence in the )'*cople. Wc are con¬ 
scious that we do not understand tlicir principles; 
and Me think it perfectly natural that Pagans 
should wish to liberate themselves from the yoke 
of Christians. Is, then, the nation to remain in 
this .state of conscious alarm and trepidation for 
ever ? 

Hut, again : not tl»is alarm heightened, in 

some degree, by an apprchcnsi{ni* That we have 
been deficient in duty to that people? Let the 
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nation lioncstly examine itself on this point. 
And that we may do justice to tlie examination, 
let us suppose a possible case. Let us suppose, 
that, iu the course of events, wc should be sud¬ 
denly cx[>ellcd from India. M'bat then would 
be our rellcctions, on the occasion of such an 
event? 

If we had faithfully performed our duty as a 
Christian people to the natives, and oflered them, 
so far as circumstances would permit, that best 
blessing uljich Heaven hath conferred on jnan- 
kind; we might be able to submit with some 
fortitude to the disj)ensation, and say, God 
“ v.as pleased to employ Great Ihitaiii as his 
instrument to restore tlie Ligtit of Truth to tlie 
Eastern World; and that service being per- 
formed, he withdraws her from the scene. ’ 

Hut if, as is the case, we had done little or 
nothing for India, what uould be our reflections 
on such an event as that we have supposed? 
How pthguant would be the national remorse! 
And how opprobrious the fact, in the record of 
history, for ages to come! That groat philoso¬ 
pher and statesman, Edmund Hurkc, made tlie 
following observation in Tarliament nearly thirty 
years ago : “ If tlio English should be suddenly 
*’ driven from India by an angry and retributive 
“ Providence, *uo trace would be left tliat a 
“ civilized people had set their foot on it, ex- 
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“ cept,” he indignantly adds, “ by the desola- 
“ tion of war.” This sentiment was repeated 
very lately in India, on an occasion wliich natu¬ 
rally called it forth, by u person who bad better 
opportunities of knowing the actual state of the 
country than Mr. Riirke could have possessed. 
After witnessing tlie troops inarcliing against 
each other, and not knowing, for a time, what 
would be the fate of the Empire, he made the 
following remark when the danger was over : 

“ It cannot but liave occurred to every rcflect- 
ing mind, in looking back on j>ast scenes, if it 
had pleased God, in his Providence, to dis- 
** possess us of our dominions, iiow little would 
have remained to shew, 1'hat a people, blessed 
“ with the light of the glorious Ciospcl of Clirist, 
“ i»ad once borne sway in this land ! But now% ' 
he adds, in allusion to the translation of the 
Scriptures, “ the Word of God, in all the lan- 
“ guages of India, will be an enduring Monu- 
“ ment of British Piety and Liberality, for which 
the sacrifice of prayer and thanksgiving will 
ascend to the Most High to the latest gene- 
ration 

It has long been the reproach of Great Britain, 
that she extends her Territoric.s for her Com- 
mcrcc alone. Is this true, or is it not ? If it be 


* Christian Researches, p, 200, 41o. 
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true in any degree, what better opportunity can 
oft'er tiian the present, for taking away the re¬ 
proach for ever? Notlxing exists, at this mo¬ 
ment, to prevent lier meditating measures of 
granc[ importance to the human race 

* The Remonstrance of llishop Lowtb, in 1771> in fa¬ 
vour of giving siti Ecclcsiasticai Estahlishmcnt to America 
in iime» seetus almost to have been written as prospective of 
the slate of our Church in India> and of the tardy altehtiou 
to its claim: 

** The proper and only remedy hath long since been 
^ pointed out;—the appointment of one or more resident. 

* Bislmp/^, for the exercise of oHiccs pundy Episcopal in the 

* Americuri Church of England ; An‘ adniinidlnng the 

‘ ieinn and edifying Kite of C<»NrntMATlON; for ordain- 
' itig Ministers and superintending their conduct—oflficcsto 

* ^vliich the members of the Clitirch of England have an 
' XJiKleniuble elaini, and from which they cannot be pre- 

* eluded without mant/csi fnjuUiceand oppression. The de- 
‘ sign bath been laid before the public in the most nnex- 
' ceptionable form; and it hath been supported against 

* every ohjectionj whicli unreasonable and indecent oppo- 
' sition hath misedj by arguments uuanswered and unan- 

* swerabio,'* 

Sec Sermon by Robert, l^rd nislio|> of Oxford, 
preached before the Society tor the Propa¬ 
gation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts/' on 
Feb. 15,177J, p. 17.^ 
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The Diff'usionof Christianity not obnoxious to the 

Natives. 


But, if 'VC use means to convert tlic natives to 
Christianit}', will they not rebel ? 

This unfounded surrni.se scciii.s to have been 
well calculated to ijupose on the minds of men 
at a di.stuuce from the scene. It was first sug¬ 
gested by very honest, probably, but certainly not 
wcll-infonncd minds; wliich, in tlieir 'iew of 
India, mistook a part for the whole; and, in con¬ 
sidering u particular act of some native troops for 
which they could not account, thought of ascrib¬ 
ing it to nioti'cs which never entered into their 
minds. Prudent and peaceable means of extend¬ 
ing the ChristiaJi Religion xvill not he the cause of 
rebellion in India^ zvhilc we have a foot of land 
in the country, ^’hc natives ai'C entirely a di¬ 
vided people in rchgioiis scnliinent. They difler 
from one anotlicr, as well as from us. There 
are nuracrou.s Casts of Religion, and differences 
of religious belief, amongst them. Missiona¬ 
ries of variou.s sects, Christian, Mahometan, 
Brahminical, and Boodhist, have existed among 
them from time immemorial. There is no novel¬ 
ty, as some in England consider jt, in tiie attempt 
to convcit tlic Asiatics to Christianity. It began 
in Hindostnn more tlian a tliousand years ago. 
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‘Out sucli facilities as arc now presented to us for 
intluencing the minds of men throughout these ex¬ 
tensive i)rovinces, ^verc jjcver before possessed by 
any Christian people. 

Prudent and peaceable means of instruction, 
exercised on the multitudes of orphans who have 
no religion, on persons groAvn up wlio have lost 
their cast and seek a faith, and on Cliristians who 
scai ccly know why they arc called by that name, 
(for those arc the three de.'^criptions of persons 
who will clhcHy engross the labours of Mission¬ 
aries for some time to come) will not excite to 
rebellion; but «ill cal) forth, in a few years, a 
general expression of thankfulness from all parts 
of India, to tlic British nation. 


it is not intended, by the foregoing explana¬ 
tion, to urge the Legislature to adopt any direct 
means, in the way of expensive establishment, for 
proselyting tlie natives. This is, indeed, a duty ; 
but W'C have another duty which is greatei', and 
which will be noticed presently. Ail that is ex¬ 
pected at present, in regard to the natives, is. 
That tlic governing power would not shew itself 
hostile to the measure of instructing them; which, 
certainly, with some exception, has hitherto heen 
the case. It has been even attempted to justify 
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this hostility: not indeed by the governing 
power, but by its avowed detenders. It has 

been attempted to ju^jjfaty it, on the plea of 

/ ♦ 

“ danger to the country,” and on the plea of the 
“ sufliciency of the Brahminical faith;” two.argu- 
ments, which every man, who is competent to offer 
an opinion on the subject, will consider to be of 
equal value. “ Whatever,” therefore, “ wa.- the 
“plea, tl)c attempt has been made” (mc write it 
with shame) “ to justify hostility to the Christian 
“ instruction of the natives of India.” 

But the adoption of means for the instruction of 
the natives, is not the priinai'y point of England's 
duty, in relation to her Indian Empire. She 
owes her primary obligations to lies' own children. 
This is her supreme duty. Let us first give reli¬ 
gious advantages to our own countrvmen ; and 
the adoption of means for the more general and 
systematic instruction of the natives may he ex¬ 
pected to follow, in due time. Let us first orga¬ 
nize our own Church in Asia, and then lliat 
Church will be the fittest instrument for carrying 
on the general conversion and civilization of the 
natives. 
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Advantage of a Religious Establishment to the 

British Soldier in India. 

The political expediency of an Ecclesiastical 
Estiiblishinent for India, is not less evident than 
its religious obligation. 

When our countrymen go forth tliither, they 
go, in general, never to return. It has been 
calculated, on an average of forty years, that, of 
the number of English wlio enter into the India 
service, not a tenlh part see again their native 
land. If tliis be the fact, ought not tlieir religion 
to follow them to that inhospitable clime?—to be 
tiieir solace in their exile r—to be the guardian of 
their morals; and their defence against supersti¬ 
tion, or ultimate atheism ? And is not this a pro¬ 
per (juestion to be submitted to the wisdom and 
justice of the British Parliament? Of a thousand 
soldiers in sickly India, there will generally be a 
hundred who are in a declining state of liealth j 
who, after a long struggle with liie climate, and 
with intemperance, have fallen into a dejected 
and hopeless state of mind, and wear away their 
time in painful reflection on their distant homes, 
tneir absent families, and the indiscretions of past 
life ; but whose hearts would revive within them, 
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on their entering once more the house of God, 
and hearing tile absolution of the Gospel to the 
returning sinner. 

A common argument against an Ecclesiastical 
Establishment for India, is, tliat there are only 
about i30,000 English in that country*. This is 
specious, but it amounts to little. To say notiiing 
of the 100,()()(>, and upward, of Half-cast de¬ 
scendants of llie English, most of whom arc 
brought u[), at least nominally, as Protestant 
Christians, let us rcHect rni tlic peculiar situation 
of the J'lnglish iuhabituuts in India. These 
30,000 persons arc in circumstances very difl'erent 
from those of 30,000 jn England. Tiicy arc dif¬ 
fused in small societies, in more than a hundred 
difTcrcut stations, through various provinces of 
an extensive empire ; and they are neccssarriy 
thus distributed, in order to govern and retain the 
counti’v. If, then, a clergyman he not apjiointed 
to each of these ■stations, tlie. inhabitants of it 
must remain destitute of religious instruction; 
for tlierc is, probably, no place within reach 
whither they can go to obtain it I. 

I 

^ Women auH children imihided, they nniounf* probi^bly. 
to double that number. An E|)isco|ial Estiibli.shnieni is 
give'n to Canada, although lliere arc only twelve clerjjviiieu. 
mclu<ling the Bishoii, in t!ic whole Province. 

I In the Parifth of St4 Mary-lc-bonc, hi London, there are 
51),000 uihabilaiil^ (adults) am) lh<* ehnrehes %^il) eontaiu 
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But it may be asked, If tiiesc 30,000 English 
are diffused over the country in such a manner, 
how arc they supplied witli medical aid?—This 
aid, however, is supplied most abundantly ; and, 
wc may add, most humanely, and in a manner 
redcCtiug tlie highest lionour on liie East-India 
Company. An English surgeon is a)>pointed to 
almost every small society of English, military 
or civil, throughout tiie injmeuse empire of Hin- 
dostan; although some of the stations are nearly 
3000 miles asunder. A civil magistrate or com¬ 
mercial resident in Bengal, lor example, if he 
live at a place remote from the chief towns, and 
have only a few English families near liiui, will 
apply to Government for a smgeon. And lie 
would, no doubt, apply for a chaplain also, if he. 
ccTuld hope to obtain the advantage of such an 
instructor fur his small society. 

There are, at this time, on the India Esta¬ 
blishment, according to tlie printed Lists of the 
East-Iudia Company for 1813, four hundred and 
eightif’eigkt surgeons and assistant surgeons ; ex- 

only 20,000. In this case, the S0,000 who ruiiiiol bo ac,- 
commodated in their own parisli, uiay go into the parishes 
in the vicinity. But the 30,000 in India cannot go to pa¬ 
rishes in their vicinity. 'Hic British soldier may wander 
abroad indeed on the Sunday morning, and may possibly 
meet a Hindoo procession; bnt he will not be Ukely to binl 
a Christian cliurcli. 
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cluisive of those belonging to the King’s troops. 
Xhcjnurabcr of chapisuns^ in the seanc lists^js 
thirtif^Jive, , 


Disaffection qf the Troops iu India, 


The disaffection of the British troops in India 
is a moral piicnomenon, to account for which, 
two bodies of writers iu Um) nation are in array 
against each other. The fact itself is notorious. 
There has existed disturbance among the Britisli 
'Soldiery (officers and privates) in India, ^len 
scarcely an instance of it is to be iieard of any 
where else**—The following statement is submitted 
on this subject. 

The military in India are under very peculiar 
circumstances. They have scarcely any religious 
advantages. Whatever aid, therefore, religion 
may afford to loyalty and subordination^ (and 
who will deny that its aid is great?), they certainly 
possess it not. 

Further, their habits of thinking suffer a great 
change by long residence in a country so different 
from tlieir own. After being many years absent 
from their native shores, wliich fh^ never cx- 
-pect to revisit; living, moreover, in a ^tc. of 
compaiativc luxury and ea^e ; seldom, pt^haps 
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never, witnessing the solemnities of the Christian 
Heltgion, yet daily beholding the superstitious 
rites of the natives; • they degenerate into a state 
of mind, which it is difficult for their country¬ 
men at home to understand. One general effect 
is a spirit of independence, and indifference to the 
opinion of tlie world. 


The Christian Education of the Persons sent to 

govern India rarely perfected. 

Tliose of our couhtrymen, who administer the 
'government of India in its civil and military de> 
partments, are sent forth, in general, to tiiat 
country, at so early an age, that their religious 
principles are by no means fixed. And if, 
during the first years of their residence, they 
have not the advantage of parental counsel or re¬ 
ligious instruction, they are in danger of yielding 
'to sentiments of scepticism; or, at least, of de¬ 
generating into a state of absolute indifference 
about the Christian Religion. Under such cir¬ 
cumstances, can the English nation be surprised, 
if the majority of persons who have had their 
education in India (where a Christian educa¬ 
tion is so rarely perfected), should vote against 
our offering Christianity to that country? Their 
prejudice is not properly their own fault, but the 

1 2 



116 


EAST INDIES. 


fault of their education, and ,of their country ; 
which will scud forth a number of young men, 
in constant annual succession, to govern a great 
empire, and then leave their pliant minds at the 
mercy of Brahniinical morals and Uieology, of 
lice nliousness and inhdelitv. The establishment 

a 

of the (’o)ltgo of Tort William has certainly ar¬ 
rested, in a degree, the progress of tliis evil; but 
that institution is but tiic connncnccmcjit of a sy¬ 
stem of amelioration for Ih itish India, which, it is 
hoped, the National l^^gislatun^ will now complete. 
The cslabiishnicnt of llcrdord College, in Eng¬ 
land, premises also to be instrumental in the 
civilization of India ; it liaving already sent forth 
young nu n, whose proficiency in Oriental learning 
lias been accoinpiuiicd by ]irinciplcs v\hich will 
sustain the honour of Christianity. This, in¬ 
deed, was to he r-xpccted from an Institution, 
the professed object of wliich was not only to 
inform the student in classical and Oriental litera¬ 
ture. luitto,//.i‘ hi.f princijUcs of religion, and to 
fortify his iniiul with solid uriimnents and sound 
reasoning (imparted by a regular course of in- 
stfuciion), by means of which he should be ena¬ 
bled to repel tlic sophistry of scepticism and infi¬ 
delity. 

Some of those jicrsons, who have passed most 
t»f their lives in India, say, that they think it 
impracticable to convert a Hindoo; and they 
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really mean what they say. Liviuii tlie u bolc pc- 
riod, while their principles xvcre forming, in the 
midst of heathen domestics, and iu a place wiiere 
pcrtiaps not a single act of CUrislian worsliij) c\cr 
presented itself to their view, they considered it us 
impossible that a Hindoo sJioiild become a CJiris- 
tian, as that they themselves should live to preacli 
the Gospel. And when they come home, and arc 
assailed by their friends for liaving been so in¬ 
different to the instmetion of the natives, it be¬ 
comes an easy and short defence to allege, in one 
word—impracticability. 

But this objection can only bo made by those, 
who, having resided but in a ceruiiii part of 
India—for example, Bengal—liavc never seen a 
Hindoo Chnstiaii in their lives. Tho.se of onr coun- 
ti'ymcn, wlio live at the other Presidencies, have 
an op})ortuiiity of seeing great numbers of native 
Christians, and cannot urge the argument of im¬ 
practicability ; but the objection of these gene¬ 
rally is, That the Christians they do sec are very 
ignorant Christians. Tins, indeed, we acknow¬ 
ledge to be tlie case with most of them : and they 
must continue to remain ignoi-ant Christians, until 
the British Parliament shall be graciously pleased 
to afford them ike adifantage of Christian super- 
intendance and instruction. 
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Church and State dismembered in India. 

An important consideration, in a political point 
of view, is, whether, in the final establishment 
of our Indian Empire, Church and State should 
remain longer dismembered. It will hardly fie 
alleged, that there is any Church in India, any 
more than in Jamaica. The Church, in the sense 
we now allude to, is part of our constitution, and 
forms a chief portion of the respectability of our 
country. In the present circumstances of India, 
the most eminent men in the State, both civil 
and military, who are n)ost likely to do honour to 
their country and to be useful to India, appear 
among the natives for a short time, and then paas 
out of view for ever. It is evident to the inha¬ 
bitants, that they have no personal interest in the 
country. And thus it has come to pass, That, 
notwithstanding the beautiful system of law, jus¬ 
tice, and humanity, which emanates from our 
Christian code, the whole scheme of our govern¬ 
ment and superintendance has, in their view, a 
mercenary character. 

But if the Church were' established in India, 
something would be permanent. Some portion 
of British interest and respectability would remain, 
and be identified with the people and the country. 
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In the old Romish Settlements, * even where the 
political power is gone, the Bishop is generally 
fouad the spot, acting as representative-of the 
people, and as correspondent witlj the Government 
at home, his establishment having survived ppliti- 
caUrevolutions: for it is agreeable to Asiatic 
principle, to respect religious men, and religious 
endowments. 

It must appear evident, we think, even to those 
who arc not much acquainted with local circum¬ 
stances, That the establishment of our Church in 
India would be a constant source of respecta¬ 
bility to the national character; would supply a 
useful correspondence with tlie mother country; 
and would establish a new ground of attachment 
and respect on the part of tlje natives. 
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MORAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

An appeal to the justice or humanity of this 'na¬ 
tion, has seldom been made in vain. But it has 
always heennccessai-y, that the public mind should 
be fir.st fully informed on the subject, regarding 
which tlic appeal has been made. 1'he question 
of the aiave Trade was before Parliament for a 
considerable time, while the nation M as procuring 
evidence of the unjust and inhuman nature of the 
traftic; and the cause of the long delay of the 
abolition seems to have been, that it did not de¬ 
cidedly ap))car to some persons, tlmt it tons inhu¬ 
man. They even attempted to sIicm-, that, in the 
result, it might have a beneficial tendency.—Such 
an atlempt will liardly be made, in regard to those 
practices wliicli are to be tlic subject of the ])re- 
sent appeal. 

It is well known, that our native subjects in In¬ 
dia arc addicted to certain customs, which, though 
saKctioned by their superstition, are revolting to 
the feeling and reason of men. Some of them, 
indeed, are of a character Aoo unnatural to be 
even sanctioned by ihcir own sujHirstition. The 
entire abolition of these practices oaii only be ex¬ 
pected from the influence of the mild and benign 
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spirit of Cliristianity. And it is gratifying to 
know, that, in the degree in which that religion 
has prevailed in any Province, it has produced 
tliat ciR’Ct. Put there are some sanguinary ])rac- 
tices, wliicli aticct human life, and demand tlie 
earl^ interference of a luimane Legislature. It 
i5 right, indeed, to look forward to the futiire 
benign eftects of our religion; hut human lives 
are taken aw'a}', while we wait for the promulga¬ 
tion of Christianity. The delay of another year 
will seal the death of tliousands; the premature 
death of thousands of British subjects.—Of these 
baneful customs (some of which inflict death, and 
others tend to death), wc shall notice two ; viz. 
the Murder of Infant Children, and the Burning 
of Women. 


The Murder of Children. 

Among the Hindoo tribes, called tbc Jarejahs, 
now subject to the British dominion in the West 
of India, it is a custom to destroy female in¬ 
fants. The number tlius sacrificed, in the Pro¬ 
vinces of Cutch and Guzerat alone, is stated, in 
an official report, to have amounted, at the lowest 
computation, to “ three thousand annually.” 
This atrocity was chiefly investigated and brought 
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to light, by the benevolent exertions of 
Jonathan Duncan, £sq., Governor of Bombay* 

Mr. Dunctui liad instructed 'Colonel Walker, 
^Political Resident at G uzeratj to .inform himself 
of the nature and exteut of Infanticide in that 
Province, and, in the name of the Brit^h' Go- 
vernment, to endeavour to effect its abolition. 
The Bombay Government has now transmitted to 
tlie Court of Directors, the official Report of that 
•Officer, dated tlie I5th of March, 1808; the whole 
of which has been recently given to tlve public 
in a volume entitled Hindu Infanticide 
This disclosure seems to have been directed by 
Providence at this time, to aid the counsels of 
the British Parliament, when deliberating on the 
moral obligations due from a Christian nation to 
a heatlicu people whom it lias subjected to its 
power. 

The inhabitants of Guzerat, in their correspon¬ 
dence with Colonel W'alkcr, defended tlie practice 
of murdering their female children, on tlie ground 
of ancient custom, and tlie alleged inferiority of 
women. But that officer dearly perceived, that 
the practice was perpetuated chiefly by avarice 
and family pride. By reasoning with them, he 
endeavoured to convince diem of the enormity 




* Publisbed bv Edward Moor, Esq. F. R. S. 
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bf tlie crime. “ By discussing,” says he, “ the 
“ subject frequently in tiie Cutchery,” Court of 
Justice, “ and exposing the enormity of the prac- 
“ tice as contrary to the precepts of religion and 
“ the dictates of nature, every Cast came at 
lehgth to express an abliorrence of Infanticide; 
“ and the obstinate principles of the Jarejahs 
were shaken.” 

Shortly after these public conferences, some of 
the chiefs entered into an engagement to di3< 
continue the practice; and the Government of 
Bombay addressed the following letter to the Court 
of Directors, on the occasion, dated 20th January, 
1809. 

“ We congratulate your Honourable Court on 
the prospect thus afforded, of extirpating from 
the Peninsula of Guzerat a custom so long pre* 
valent, and so outrageous to humanity. This ob¬ 
ject will not be lost sight of: and, trusting to the 
aid of Divine Providence, we look with confidence 
to its gradual but certain accomplishment, to such 
a degree as may form an era in tlie history of Gu¬ 
zerat, lastingly creditable to the British name and 
influence.” • 

The services of the two persons above mention¬ 
ed, to whom Humanky is indebted for one of her 
greatest victories, are now witiidrawn from the Ja¬ 
rejahs. Colonel Walker has retired from India, 
and the benevolent Duncan is dead. The vindica- 
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tion of the cause of humanity now devolves on 
the Ea.st-India Company, and the British Par¬ 
liament. 

“ The obstinate principles of the Jarejahs,” it 
is said, “ were shaken;” and the Bombay Go¬ 
vernment could “ l(X)k to the gradual accompl^h- 
mcnl of the object:” but it cannot he exj)ected 
that the practice .should be abolished suddenly, 
or in a short time. Every one, who is aerjuainted 
with the character of the Hindoos, well knows 
that they will not much regard their engagements 
on such a subject, if the Briti.sh Government 
do not manifest a continual solicitude about the 
performance. This will apjKiar more evident 
from the practice which we arc to notice iu the 
next section. 

The Honourable the East-India Company will, 
no doubt, be anxious to accomplish a measure, 
whicii has been .so auspiciously begun: l)ut it 
seems due to its importance, and to the humane 
solicitude of British minds, that the nation should 
be informed, through the Im}>crial Parliament, 
what diminution is made from year to year iu the 
number of three thousand female infants, our 
fellow-subjects, annually 6acrifice<l (by the last 
calculation) in our provinces of (^utch and Gu- 
zerat. 

Tt is proper to add, that the p^^ctice of Infan¬ 
ticide is also prevalent in Provinces whicii are 
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subject to llie influence of tlie Government of 
Bengal. 


The Jiur?u?ig of Women. 

Tbe custom of women burning thcmsolvcs witli 
tlie bodies of their deceased husbands, prevails, 
ill a greater or less degree, over almost tlie whole 
of Uindostan; but is most frequent in Bengal, and 
in the otlicr Provinces contiguous to the Ganges. 
The number of females, tlius sacrificed annually, 
has been computed at different times during the 
last fifty years, by persons possessing competent 
means of juilging, and has been reckoned at 
many tiiousands. But an accurate statement of 
the number can never he expected, until tlie 
British Govcjnmcnt shall order an annual Re¬ 
port of the sacrifices to be made from all the 
Provinces. 

In tlie year JS04, an account was taken, under 
the superintcndancc of tlie Siiunscrit Professor 
in the College of I'ort William, of the number of 
burnings within thirty miles round (.'nientta, in tlie 
space of six mouths, whicii aiiiouuloil to one luuv 
dred and fifteen. This Report, containing tlie parii- 
cularsof place, was afte^w'artls published in Calcutta, 
and remains iincontradictcd by authority to tiiis 
<lay*. If there had been any <loubt of its general 

• Sec “ Memoir on the Kxpofliency of an F.i*clcsiiistical 
Bstalilishinciit for British Imliii." Lundou, 
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accuCdcy, the Government could have directed a 
similar Report to be made, at any period durmg 
the last seven years. For the fact may be proved 
at any time. The same persons who made the 
first Report, or persons equally well qualified, 
are on the spot to make a second. But the truth 
is, the Bengal Government had no wish to au- 
tltenticate the document of blood*. 

Some persons in England, judging from tiie 
few instances which they themselves witnessed 
while in India, have alleged, tliat the number 
of women annually burned cannot possibly be so 
great. But what is there gained to the question 
of humanity and national duty, by making some 
deduction? Suppose that, instead of the number 
contained in the Report, there were only ffty 
women burned alive annually, within tliirty miles 
round Calcutta? Or, suppose that there w’ere 
only twenty? And who, that has been a single 
year in Bengal, will venture to deny this? Sup¬ 
pose even tliat there were only five in the year? 
Yea, suppose there were only ONE human sacr»> 
fice ? Is it possible that the British Parliament 


* Ry a letter from ihe sameShiinscritProfessor, lately pub¬ 
lished, it does not appevtbat biw.opinioo'is, in any degk-ee, 
changed, as to the eMfct of the female sacrifice in 

I calculate that ib.UftO women annually bum with the 
bodies of their deceased husbands .’'—See Vetter from Dr. 
Girey to Mr. Saffery, dated January 1813, tn Baptist Pe¬ 
riodical Accounts, No. zxiii. p. 448. 
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will vpermit even one inDo<%iTt f(ranale, a Btitish 
subject,. to be solemnly devoted to deatli, if it 
may be prevented? 

But, CAy SUCH A SACRIFICE BE PREVENTED? 
r-*This is tlie question, which we trust the Le- 
gisliiture will propose to the £ast-India Company. 
We may just mention, tlmt it has been prevent¬ 
ed at some places already. No deluded female is 
ptermUted to sacrifice herself at Bombay. The 
Ivngliak Govenunent at that place mil not suffer 
And the natives, knowing tlie existence of tiie 
Ipw, never think of asking permission. The fact 
i^, die Mahomedan Government prohibited die 
burning of women in Bombay island; and the 
English Government, which succeeded it, had 
courage and humanity enough to imitate the ex> 
ample. 

Now, tliat which was done in Bombay, may 
be done at Calcutta. Some of the Brahmins 
themselves have pointed out in what manner the 
female sacrifice may be considerably diminished, 
and gradually abolislied. And os an inducement 
for our exertions, they have sliewed us that tlie 
inhuman rite, as it is now commonly practised, is 
iwt,sanctioned by their sacred books*., 

-. {s thei^ not, then,. some ground for tlie inter- 
fintiwe of the Legislature ? first step toward 

• ;!5 ji' 

0 

'\l \ 

I , . . Sec Memoir" before quoted. 
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accomplibiiing the humane object would be, t9 
direct that tlie Bengal Government should report 
whether it may not be j)racticable to diminish the 
number of tlie female sacrifices, annually made 
within tlieir provinces. Wc are confident, that 
the Bengal Government will never assert that h 
is impracticable to diminish the number. The 
native inhabitants of Bengal arc as aca^ssible to 
reason and affectionate I'einonstrance, as the inha¬ 
bitants of Ciuzc^rat “ By discussing the subject 
“ frequently,” says Colonel Walker, “ in the jmblic 
“ Cutchcry, atid CKjjo.sing the enormity of the 
“ practice as conli'ary to tli(^ pi'ccepts of religion 
“ and the dictates of nature, every C’ast came at 

length to express an abhorrt'iicc of Infanti- 
“ cieie; ami the obstinate principles of the Jarc- 
“ jatis began to be shaken.” 

Wimt then, wo would ask, is to prevent the 
officers of Government, who administer justice to 
the more civilized inhabitants of Bengal, from dis¬ 
cussing witli them the practice of bin ning women 
alive, and endeavouring to convuicc them that it is 
“ contrary to tlic precepts of religion and the dic- 
“* tales of nature?” 

It is well known, that several instances have 
occurred, where tlie lives of females have been 

4 

saved liy the affectionate rc'inonstrance and inter¬ 
ference of individuals. Bui the English Govern¬ 
ment preserves u profound silence on tlic subject 
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And it is to be feared, that this silence is con¬ 
strued, by the ignorant and superstitious people, 
into a moral indifference about the act. 

It has been alleged, that this practice will be 
gradually abolished by the Hindoos themselves, 
under the influence of English civilization. I'his 
would no doubt be the case, if the English Nation 
would be at pains to civilize tlic Hindoos. But 
we have the evidence of tlie fact to prove, that" 
the existence of the English in Hindostan iias had 
little influence in diminishing tlic frequency of the 
female sacrifice. That small portion of the native 
people, indeed, who arc brought up in towns 
where tiie English arc resident, have lost many of 
their prejudices, (example, even witliout precept, 
having some influence); but the mass of the popu¬ 
lation remains as it xvas. 

In Colonel Dow’s History of Hindostan, written 
forty years ago, there is the followng sentence: 
“ All religions must be tolerated in Bengal, cx- 
“ cept in the practice of some inhuman customs, 
“ which the Mahometans already have, in a great 
measure, destroyed. We must not jiermit young 
“ widows, in their virtuous entliusiasin, to tbro\fr 
“ themselves on the funeral pile witli their dead 
husbands; or the sick and aged to be drowned, 
** when their friends despair of tlieir lives.” Vol. 
iii. p. 188. 

How many thousands of our subjects in Ben* 


K 
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gal have peri>hcd in the flames, and in the river, 
since the period wlicn the above sentence was 
wriLlen ! Jiow many thousand lives would have 
been prcsei^ecl, bad Uie voice of this writer been 
attended to by the nation! IJut what is the fact? 
The moral state of the c<)unlry, so far as relates to 
the “ IniDiing of women, and drowning of the aged,’* 
remains at l!i(.‘ same point of civilization, where it 
was w’hcn the Mahometans left it; and there it 
is likely to rcnmiji for ages to conic, if tlic prayer 
of the. widow, and of “ him tiiat is ready to i>e- 
rish,'* do not now roach llic car of the British 
Parliament. W c say the “ prayir of tlie widow; ” 
for it ought to be uiulcrstood in England, that tlie 
burning of tlie widow is not always licr own act. 
It is more propiTly tlie act of the Brahmin. No 
woman would go to the ])ile, unless the act was 
consecrated by the Bruliinin.—by Ids iircscnce, and 
by Ins prayers. It is not ti’uc that llic ivoinan al¬ 
ways goes to tlic pile volnnlarily. By no means. 
Slie sometimes rum uxvay in terror; and towns 
are actually prepared tor'llic residence of those 
unfortunate persons, who, by running away, dis¬ 
grace themselves and family, and lose their casts*. 
And it is w ell known, tlait snmetiircs tlie victim ik 

dishonour on 
licr liuusc. No man will believe, that a young 


held forcilily, tli.at she inay'not bring 


A 


* Nuddrah on tlir Gansns, and oUicrs. 
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person of twelve or fourteen years will always go 
willingly to the flaming pile. No! The act is, in 
many instances, murder; murder in tlic proper 
sense of that term; murder delihcmtely perpe¬ 
trated. The Malioinctans would never allow 
any woman among tJieir suhjects to ho hurned, 
without the official permission of CtcvcrunK nt; and 
it w'as the business of the proper officer to ascer- 
tiiin tliat the act was voluntary on her part, and 
that no means hail iK-eti ux cl to persuade her; 
which the llruhininical books tla’inselves do not 
allow. But the English (ioverniucnt make no 
inquijy on the sul)j<‘et; and tfie reason why they 
do not, is a very rianarkahle one. ll is, “ lest, by 
sncli inquiry and inleifcrence, tiOvernincnl 
“ should seem iii any uiamuT to sanctw7i the 
practice” Tims, hy a kind of fiction of mo¬ 
rality, is perpetuated tliis most immoral custom. 
Women are led to death, wlio hav<i eominittcd no 
crime: lives arc lost to tlie .slate*: Christianitv is 


* “They she<l innocent lilood; even Iho Mood of 
“ their sons jik) of tfieir <ljn»(iter-s, wlioiit lliev sacrific-ed 
“ unto the idols of Ciinaiin; and the laud was I'OLLUTEd 
" with blood.” Psalm cvi. 38. 

1^0 man will dem, that Jlic Mood of the duiishlcrs of 

t riia which is prciuultircly shed, is innocent blood and 
at they are sacrificed to the idols of the laud: for (be 
priests of the idol attend, the uaine of (he idol is invoketl. 
and the life which is extinguished is ag(A to the idol. Nor 

K 2 
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dishonoured : and the mild and humane p’inci- 
pies of English law, saving from pereonal wrongs 
and protecting human life, are exercised in tliat 
country in vain. 

The legislative measures, as before observed, for 
wresting llie progress of tliis destructive super¬ 
stition, are simple and obvious. It is only neces¬ 
sary to direct, that the Indian Administration 
make an annual return of the number of Burnings 
in their Provinces; and report on the means that 
have been used for lessening their frequency. 
When the English Government in Hindostan find 
tliat the attention of the nation is directed to the 
object, it xvill be seen that means xvili soon be 
found to accomplish the end. Wliatcver be tlie 
number of .sacrifices in the Report of the first 
year, it will diffuse a lively satisfaction tlirough 
the nation, to sec that the number of these de- 

will it be denied by any Christian, that the land is poL* 

LUTKI) with blood,*' particularly tho land of Bengal. 

And yot, in tlic plenitude of commerriai prosperity, and 
of that moral loipor which it loo often inflicts, men are 
capable of saying, India enjoys the perfection of British 
“ administration.*' 

The Israelites (not the Caaaanitcs) are accused in the 
above quotation from Holy Scrr|iturc; and, in the following 
versrs, it is .saifl that (iocl abhorred his own inhentanc^ 
for such cnonnitjcs, and, as a punishment, ** gave them into 
** ihc luuid.s of the heathen,'*—those very heathen at whose 
crimes they connivcfl. 
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voted females is reduced the year folloAving, and 
decreasing every successive year. The progress 
of civilization will tlius be evident to tlie world; 
and all men will acknowledge, That Britain occu¬ 
pies Jndia for the advantage of its iuhahitants. 


Revenue derived from Idolatry. 

The fact, it is presumed, is notorious in the 
nation, That our (jovcrninent in India derives a 
Tribute directly from the idolatrous worship of 
tlie Natives. The question to be discussed is, 
whether such a practice can be justilied in a Cliris- 
tian nation. 'I hc prineijile has been admitted by 
the English in Hindostan, for many years; and it 
has been delcnded thei'e and at home, on the 
ground of its being a customary source of revenue 
witli the native govennnents. It is certain, how¬ 
ever, that many jiersons in this country entertain 
the most decided conviction, that the practice is 
not justhiable; and they look to the wisdom of 
tlie Legislature to give judgment on the subject. 

At the Temple of Juggernaut (and at otheV 
places) the English Government levy a Tax on 
jPilgrims, as a source*of Revenue; an English 
Officer is appointed to reside at the Tcin|)le of 
Juggernaut, to collect the Tax; and a sum is 
allotted towards defraying tlie ■ expenses of the 
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Idol. Now, it is well known, that the solemnities 
of tliis Idol me sometimes jiolluted with hnman 
blood; and that the spirit of the Idol’s worship 
is obsccnitv; even the ( Kternal sculptures of iiis 
teinple marking tliis character. 'I'hc oflence, 
therefore, to (Mjiistian minds is tins. That monev 
taken from the Idolateis for .sufierance to engage 
in Iheso hon*id solonnitics, should be brought 

I 

immediately into the national trca.sury*. 

• In Jiisfict' to the Court of Directors, as to tlic part 
wliirh tlu y have lakoa in this luattcr, wo su])Join the fol¬ 
lowing stah'Uiciil: 

Tlic fifsSt law viiartod by tho Briigal Govcnimont on thi& 
subject wa> rntillcd, A Itogulalioii for levying a 'Fax 
** fiom Pilgiinis resorting to tho Temple of Juggeriinut, and 
** lor ll»e Snporiiitoiidanco mid Maimgcinonl of tho Temple 
o —pi^^sl•d April, IdOO.*’ This is llio law which Mar¬ 

quis Wrlloslcv did not 5i)>pn»ve; aiul ho actually loft Iho 
Govonimcnl wilhout giving Ids sanction to it* Mr. Udiiy, a: 
M<nnhor <d* C<mJ»cil> aUv> pn>li’stcd aizainst it.—TJie second 
law was passed in Bengal, in Apiil lUOJI* roscinding st> much 
of llic lir^t as related to tho interior inanagcmeut mid coii- 
** Iroul” of ihc tompio ; but saoclioDing the lowing a 
Tax fioiii VilgriiJis for admission to tho Temple ; hI lotting 
** a Sum louiinls the expeiicrs of tho Idol; and appointing 
an Otbecr (d* (i<»vonjmoiit to colloct the Tax/'—The Ben¬ 
gal Govoruinont had aiinouncod to tho Court of Directors 
tlieir intention of enacting lhi.s sebond law, before they pass¬ 
ed it. 

When Iho subject came under the noth'o of the Court of 
Directors in ihoyour 1806, they thought it proper to propose 
a distinct statement ^if their opiuions upon it to the Bengal 
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When the Jewish Sanhedrim received back the 

4 

thirty pieces of silver from Judas, they said, “ It 
is not lawful for to put them into tlic treasury. 
“ because it is tlie price of blood.’’ The Saiibe- 

; ami llicy pr^-panHl a IvfUT, in wliicli they en¬ 
joined, That llic Goveriunont slioiilcl not elect the priei^ts 
who were to KuperiiitomI the atluirs of the Temple, or exer¬ 
cise a coutroul <ncr i\s ministers or odicers, or take the 

of its fiimU; ami Unit the exercise of the au- 
Ihoritv of (lovormnciit slionhl rxtemi only to objects falliri{*: 
directly within tin* jiroviuce of tlic Magistrate; as the care 
of the police, the adminUtration of justice, am) tin* collcc* 
tioii ofxnch a Tax, i^rofcsscdly for these ends, as should be 
required for tlic due attainnicnl of Uiem; not Nu)>jecljiig the 
Himloo^ to any tax foi access to their pl.i<*c of devotion, or 
under the notion of graiiling them ;t religious pn>ilege, or 
of tolerating blolatiy, in consulcraticm of nuMiev« -The 
Court of Direcfois, howeviT, were over-ridcd in this pro¬ 
ceeding by a superior autliority, whieh ihouglit it snliicient 
to acipuexcc generally in wliul the lieugal (iovernmciit lnu( 
proposed should lie done* 

By the same supeiior autliorily, another dis]>ateh was 
substituted, in which it wtis blatr<i, I'hat, as the'lux on i^il- 
gvims resorting to AllHhubad aiuUuggernaut was Cb1ab]i2>hed 
during the Nawuul>*s ami the Muhratta Ciovemnicnt, there 
did not appear io be any ohjection to its coutiiiiiancc under 
the British Oovorinneiit. * 

This substituted dispatch went, as the law directs, in the 
name of the Court of Directors, although it was in opposi 
tion to their sentiments. Rut, before it arrived in Bengal, 
the Governiucnt there had passed, by their ow'ji authority, 
the Regulation of April IHOi), being the second law above 
tecUed, aini which wc suppose now exists, sanctioning the 
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drill! had not themselves been guilty of the deed; 
but tliey did not think it lawful, or decorous, that 
tlic price of blood (a sum given for another man’s 
sin) sliould be brought into the national treasury. 
This is the light in Mhich many will consider,the 
Tribute levied on the Idol worship. It cannot but 
be called “ tlic price of idolatry,’’and of an idolatry, 
too, stained with blood; and they will not think it 
decorous to bring it immediately into the public 
treasury. The English Government is not itself 
guilty of idolatry; but, to receive money from the 
Natives for permission to worsliip the Idol, and 
to apportion a certain sum for tlie expenses and 
decoration of the Idol, is certainlv to countenance, 
in some degree, the act of Idolatry in others. In 
whut degree need not be determined. No man 
will allege tliat it is to discountenance it,— 
This then is the offence to minds imbued by Chris* 
tian principles. The transaction is not decorous 
in a Christian Governincnt It has “ the appear* 
“ aiicc of evil,” 

levying of a Tax from pilgrims,/or ^rfwjiston to UieTemple; 
allotling a sum toward the expenses of the Idol; and appoint* 
ingan Offn er of Gottrnment to collect the Tax. 

Till- Court of Directors will be-able to inform the Legis¬ 
lature wlielher the Government in India have made, or in¬ 
tend to make, any further alteration in the law. 



137 


CONCLUSION. 

There are other subjects, besides those contained 
in this Brief View, which will be tliought wor¬ 
thy of the attention of the Legislature, whenever 
it shall be pleased to enter on the investigation 
of the moral and religious state of our Colonial 
Possessions and Asiatic Empire. Nor will it be 
practicable, jxjrhaps, in one Session, to do all 
which may be thought necessary for tlic honour of 
Christianity, and for tlic advantiigc? of our coun¬ 
trymen and native subjects in our foreign dofti- 
nions. 

The subjects of commerce, of revenue, and of 
extension of local dominion, arc entitled to the 
serious and frequent attention of the Legislature: 
but the extension of truth in the world, and of 
happiness, its attendant, is not inferior in import¬ 
ance to these; and the consideration of this 
subject upward of two centuries ago, laid llvj 
foundation of our present greatness as a nation. 
It is certain, that a l^gc proportion of the learn¬ 
ed and enlightened individuals in this kingdom 
are of opinion, That more ought to be done for 
“Christianity, than has been done;” and Uiey 
look forward, with solicitude, to the measures 
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wliich PiM-liaincnl shall in \is wisdom adojrt, in 
regard lo ihc hituro state of the jK'Ople of dif¬ 
ferent countries, climates, ?md ian^^naiies, con- 
cerniuLC vJtoui it is about lo <lc!ibcrate*. 


^ Wo art' liappy (o sro oonjonial son(ij«oii(s o^pressod 
hy au iul>t*r> of lI»o Aiarricaii Lo^islatuiv. Ono of tliom, 
dojtrcrafing the oonliisiiunco of llio >var botween Britaiu and 
Aiiicrica, inakos tlir followiiig ovatl^olic appeal: 

Shail the ooK two tialKHis ujmmi oarllwwho worship Uie 
<»)ilv and Inio («<h| jiipusit); the two iiutiuiiH, wlio are 
c<ir)jDin<*d iu tlioir oNcriioii* \o mjk! liic word of lifo—flic 
“ won! of l!ir oolv and lino fUMl —tuthe irr.ATHnN op 
TJ li: EAST; shall two nations iinhrue theinseivcs in 

cacti othcr^s bloocf and sacrifice tiromsclvcs us victims 
the altars of MoUndi T'— See it/r. Randolph's Speech in 
Coit;fra5, ut li'ashin^ftnn, on the i3lh of %/«/ii/flry, 18l3» 

'riicsc arc auHpicious soinids in tin* Icj'islatKc disctissiont 
of a nuHoii, in regard to llic rvunijcli/alion of tin* East. 
May wc hear voices in the British Parliaiuent re.^pond to 
them ! To send the Wc.rd of l.ifc lo I lie Heathen of llie 
Eant,” is indetrd an nnd<*rtakiiij; wortliy the united ex- 
orfions <»f onr enlighU'ired iMiuntncs. But a nation cannot 
be said to lia^ e cu^a^vd in such a work, until it shall have 
been saucli<niod b> the national council. When tliat is done 

4 

--wljeu nations sliall have publicly and solemnly devoted 
the nisei ves to such a labour of love toward their fellow-t^rea- 
tnres al)rna<f they will not long iii;ht with each other at 
houic. And then would be realised Uiose promised scenes 
of llu* (jcHpei (already realised in many families and private 
('( nmumilicsj, Peace on curtU, an<l g<ic l will toward men/* 
But, alas I many political characters arc apt to say, All 
this is a dream/' and sink to the gnive in unbelief. 
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May God direct our measures! May He, the 
God of our Fathers, who hath led this nation on¬ 
ward for many ages in a course of continued suc¬ 
cess and increasing fame, inspire her counsels; 
tha^ she may not fall, at Iasi, by her prosp4;rity ! 
And, icmcmbering the Divine dispensation, that 
“ Righteousness cxaileth a nation;” and that a 
people are necessarily rcwardttl or punished, as 
a nation, in this ^^orld, since they cannot be re¬ 
warded or punished, as a nation, in tlie world to 
come; juay the righteous decrees of our J.egisla- 
turc make it evident to the world, tlial this nation 
“ hatli cliosen l ighteousness ; ” and that she doth 
not ascribe her present eminence to cliancc or to 
the fate of empire, to the slrengtli of her llects or 
tp the valour of her armies; but liiai she lielieveth 
“ there is a God \vho jndgclh in the earth,” and 
who givctli to nations a v(;c(jin|)cnse in this lile, 
“ according to their works of anich works this 
is the cliief, 'I'o confess the name of tlie Son of 
God before men ;”—while, on the other hand, an 
empire, which is founded in hnpiety, and exalted 
by oppression, although it may triumpli for a time 
and overwhelm many kingdon)s, will be brought 
to destruction at the last, and be only reincnilMir- 
cd on the earth as a lesson to nations. 

Knowing, then, the momentous trust committed 

# 

to their charge, That not only the prosperily of 
tlie Church in this kingdom, but of tbe Christian 
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religion throughout the world, is to be the subject 
of their deliberations; and tliat the happiness of 
ft great jx^rtion of the human race will be in6u- 
enced by their counsels; and, knowing further, 
That, for this trust (the greatest which (^lod 
givetli “ to princes and judges of the earth”), and 
for tliese talents, committed to their care as 
“ stewards of God,” our Legislators are to give 
an account to the Supreme Judge at the last day 
(not as a body, but individually ; not for the con¬ 
duct or ascendency of a majority, but every man 
for his own sentiment and purpose); jiay a so¬ 
lemn sense of the importance of these functions, 
and of their responsibility in respect to them, 
grow in their minds with the consideniUon of the 
subject, and enable them to give a public testi¬ 
mony for tlic honour of God ! So shall tins our 
nation, whicli tlicy represent, and whicli is, at the 
present time, displaying, in almost every part of 
it, the noblest efforts for the extension of Chris¬ 
tian knowledge, exult in tlie wisdom imd sublime 
cliaractcr of tlieir counsels.—Animated by sucli 
a ^spirit and by such purposes, tlicy may confi¬ 
dently hope that God will graciously “ direct and 
“ prosper all their consultations to the advance- 
ment ofliis Glory, tlie good of his Church, and 
“ the safety, honour, and wcifai'e of our Sovereign 
“ and his dominions.’' 
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NOTE, 


There is not an error more common io the Chrittiao 
World at this titiy, or v hicli more powerfully militates against 
the attempts to convert heathen nutions, than the followings 
Hiat tlicre can be no rational hope of converting the 
** heathoDS of this agt% without the miracles of the hrst age.** 
By what means, then, wc would ask, did the first teacliera 
convert heathen nations 1 Was it by the constant exhibh 
tioii of miracles ? Certainly not* A iiiinicle may convince 
the judgment, and demonstrate the powder of a present i 
Deity ; but the mere view of a supernatural act cannot convert 
the soul to riglitoousiicss of life* inspire love to Clod, charity 
to mati» and purity of heart. These arc the eifrets of the 
Grace of Ciod alone, accompanying his prrat'}je<l word. 
The miracles oftiie first aee were mcrelv tlie crcdonliaU of 

O ♦ 

the Teachers (like the miracles of Egypt, to continn the 
Divine mission of Moses), and were given us a s<ileiijn con> 
firmution, cure for all, of ihe Divinity of the Now Dis|ieiisa* 
lion. But miracles were not theovdaiii(*<l and ordinary means 
of conversion. The Apostle Paul performed miracles hut sel- 
doni; ami when lie did perform them, they had not always a 
»alutary effect on those w ho beheld them. When he w rought 
a public miracle in Lycaonia, the people hrsl worshipped 
him, and culled him Mercury; and then they proceeded to 
stone him; and they drew him out of the city, supposing 
he was dead/* Acts xiv. lt>. Thousands beheld the mi¬ 
racles of the Messiah iu vain. What then were the ordained 
means of coaverstoti in the first age? TJie same that arc a]> 
pointed in this age —TifK preaching op the cross. 

FaiUi cometh by Ariyr/wg/’ The Apostles declared the 
/acts ; that is, fj^^y preached the word;'* ami God accom- 
ptinied the truth will) bis grace. This is tnc c^iracle to wiiicfa 
St. Paul almost constantly refers in his Epivtl(\^ to lu§ con- 
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verts, even Jhe grace of God, through wliicli they h»d 
believed.*' Ho informed the judgment with//rc/r, addressed 
the conscience M’lth moral reasoning, siud ** the Holy Spirit 
guided their-minds into all truth." This induence of the 
Holy Spirit was the miracle which produced the conversion 
of the heathen worI<l in the first ages ; and the infiuonce of 
the same grace (restricted loonliiiary operation) exists now, 
agreeably to the promi.se that it slioulti abide for ever; ’* 
and waits to aeconipan> llie word of Ihoae teachers, wlu» 
shall faithfidiv preach Ihe Gospel 1 o the heathens of this day ; 
that is, who shall iiifonri the understanding with the historic 
record. aiMlienticate it willi the legitimate pro<d', atldress 
the conscience with moral suasion, innstratc the doctrine 
hy tljoir lives, and look to a .superior Power botli for con¬ 
viction of ihe uiHiiTsUuiding and conver^iuii of tin* heart. 
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THE HONOURABLE L'OMl'AN VS PRESENT ESTABLISH- 

MEM OF CI.EUOY IN INDIA. 

I 

;»5 Cliapliiins. ai a salary, on iui average, 

oj’ 800/. [XT auiiuiii.L. 28,000 

Stationed as follows: 

In Bengal ... 15 Chaplains, 

Madras.13 

Bombay.5 

Bencoolen. 1 

Prince of Wales’s Island . I 

— 35* 


* See “ Eatt India Register for 1813,’' p. 23. 

The stipend in Bengal is rather more ilian 800/. lu tin- 
other Presidencies, it is 000/. ao<l 700/. 

I 
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PROPOSED ESTABIJSHMENT. 

3 Bishops.—Bengal, Madra.s, and Bombay. 

3 Archdeacons. 

40 European Chaplains; answering to Rectoi's 
in England. 

60 Country Chaplains; synonimous with Cu¬ 
rates in England; to be chiefly natives and 
Europeans ordained in India. 

100 Catechists and Schoolmasters ; Europeans 
and Natives. 

3 Colleges for the instruction of Natives and 
Europeans intended for the Church. One 
in each Diocese. 


Estimate. 

Bishop of Bengal, or Arclibishop of 
India. Residence in CalcutUi. Sa¬ 
lary equal to that of Chief Justice 

in Bengal ; about. L.^,000 

Bishop of Madras. Salary equal to 

that of Judge at that Presidency . 6,000 

Bishop of , Bombay. Salary equal to 
Recorder at that Presidency; 

about.. 5,000 

3 Archdeacons, at 3,000/. each .... 9,000 
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40 English Chaplains at 1,000/.. 40,000 

60 Country Chaplains; of whom SO at 

400/. each, and 40 at 200/. each. 16,000 
100 Catechists and Schoolmasters; of 
whom 50 at 100/. each, and 50 at 


60 /. each. 8,000 

$ Colleges for clerical instruction, at 

2000/. per annum, each. 6,000 


98,000 

Deduct present Establbhment . . . 28,000 

Total Ecclcs*. Estab'. for Hindostan . .Z.. 70,000 

N. B. Tlie whole cx|>cn5e of this Establisiiinciit would 
not be required for some ycHts, since the instruction and 
ordination of the native Teachers can only be accomplished 
by slow degrees* 


CEYLON. 


The Ecclesiastical Establishment for Ceylon luay, 
in general, be analogous to tliat of Hindostai\: 
only that there being but few Europeans in that 
island, a smaller number of European Chaplains 
is required; and tlicrc being, on tlic other hand, 
a large population of Protestant natives, a much 
greater number of country Cliaplains, Calecliists, 
and Schoolmasters must be appointed.—The 


I 
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whole Enropeau Establishment which is required, 
in present circumstances, is, a Bishop, an Arch¬ 
deacon, and seven Chaplains; there being seven 
principal stations in Ceylon.—The new Establish¬ 
ment to harmonise with tlic existing religious in¬ 
stitutions on the island. 

The insular Diocese of Ceylon' to comprehend 
Java, Mauritius, and other islands. 


REMARKS. 

1. The principle on which this Establishment is 
offered to the consideration of the Legislature, and 
of the East-India (>ojnpai»y, is, That, by a.'system 
of gradual native instruction, India should be able, 
in the lapse of time, to teach itself. 'I'his prin¬ 
ciple w ill be more fully explained liereaftcr. 

‘2. The present number of European Chaplaias, 
is not (in tlie proposed Establishment) much in¬ 
creased ; for the increase of European Chaplains 
would not add much to the instruction of the na¬ 
tives. Provision, however, is made for Divine 
Service at the smaller stations, by Country Chap¬ 
lains. 

3. An Ecclesiastical Establishment of a very 
simple nature is required in India. There is no 
place for Deans, Prebendaries, and Canons. 
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Even the Romish Church has them not. There 
must, however, be an intermediate dignity between 
Bishops and Chaplains; not only for the perform¬ 
ance of essential and appropriate duties, but to 
preserve some harmony of gradation in the Esta¬ 
blishment. The office of Archdeacon will be ex¬ 
plained hereafter, 

4. The European Chaplains to be appointed, as 
at present, to the principal Civil and Military 
stations. 

5. The Country Chaplains to be a|»|iointed to 
the subordinate stations, civil and inilitary ; and, in 
.some cases, to U' assistants totijc Kmopean Chap¬ 
lains; as at Cawnpore and Berhainpore, where 
tlierc are large bodies of English troops. 

C. The Schoolmasters to be placed at all the 
principal and subordinate stations; and, particu¬ 
larly, in the vicinity of the IIindo(j cities and great 
towns. In these places tiierc are always some na¬ 
tives, who desire to Icani tlie English language, 
and are ambitious to obtain a little European 
knowledge and Christian learning. 
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EXTENT OF THE PROFOSED DIOCESES IN INDIA. 

i. The local extent of each of the proposed 
Dioceses, supposing them to be defined by the 
limits of the present Presidencies, will be not less 
than that of the island of Great Britain. 

C. The number of Protestant Christians in 
each Diocese will appear, from a calculation sub¬ 
joined to this Sketch, to be as follows: 


Pr'ofesinnts in Bengal. 

Civil and Military Officers, and Eu¬ 
ropean I nhabitants {men 07ily) 4,108 


Kings Troop.s. 7,200 

Company’s European Troops . . . 2,000 

Half-cast Protestants* . 50,000 


t)3,308 

Protestants at Madras. 

Civil and Military Officers, and Eu¬ 


ropean Inhabitants. 2,455 

King’s Troops. 8,100 


Company's European Troops.... 2,000 


* See page 173. 
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Half-cast Protestants . 40,000 

Native Protestant Christians atTan- 
jorc and the adjoining Pro¬ 
vinces, from the Report of the 
Missionaries belonging to “So¬ 
ciety for promoting Christian 
Knowledge* ”.13,000 

65,555 

Profcsiants at Bombay. 

Civil, Military, and Maiiue Officers, 

and European Inhabitants. . . 1,SS3 


King’s Troops. 4,500 

Company’s European Troops . . . 2,000 

Half-cast Protestants I. 20,000 

27,783 


^ See *’ Seveatb Report oi Bible Society.” p. 22. App. 
t The fullowmg List of ChristiaDS (Protestant and Roiaau 
Catholic) under the Presidency of Bombay, was made out iu 
IBll, by the late Governor Duncan^ and delivered to the Rev. 
Henry JVlartyn.— See Ms loiter^ (Uiied Bombay, February, 

181 i, 2A Calciitia Bible Society's ReportJbrsltuiyear , 


From Basseeii to Tarni|>ore 22,000 

]u Bombay .. 19,00Q 

In Salsettc . 21.000 

In Surat, Poona, and Coem. 2.200 

Iu Carangu . 900 


Christians under the Presidency of Bombay ... 65,100 
Ill Daman, f 

Diu. > 9Dt asceitaiued by Mr. Duncan. 
Canara. i 
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Abstract. 

Protestants in Bengal. 63,308 

Pidtcstants !it Madras .... 65,555 

I’rotcstiUits at Bombay .... 27,783 

At the tlirce Presidencies . . 1.56,646 


Protestants in Diocese of Ceylonm. 
Civil and Military Officers, and Eu¬ 


ropean lnlml)iUints. 2,000 

King’s Troops. 3,000 

Native Protestants in Ceylon, by 
computation in 1801 (See 


CordiHe7''s Hist. Vol. i. p. 163^ 342,000 
Protestants (Native and European) 
inJAVA. Mauritius, Bourbon. 
Amboyna. Tcniate, Banda, 

Miil'.icca, I’rince of Wales’s 
Island, Canton, Sumatra, &c. 
taken at one half of the number 
in Ceylon*.173,.500 

Total Protestants in Diocese of Ceylon .520,500 


• This is tljc onlv iU'in in those Lists which is not offcreil 
on certain data. Some uc^^onnfs make the Proles tan in 
theht greatly to exceed lliosc of Ce}loD, 
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Total Protestants in Diocese of Ceylon 520,500 
Add Protestants of three Presidencies 156,046 

I'ctal Protestants under the British ■) 

r. A- > 677,146 

Cjovernment in Asia. } 


N. B. Tlic Roman Catholics are not included, 
as not being Protestants. 

The Syrian Christians are not included, as not 
b(‘ing under the British Government. 




J 
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013SERVATI0N5 

ON 1HC 

PARTICULAR DEPARTMENTS OF THE PROPOSED 

ESTABLISHMENT. 


1. THE BISHOP. 

Expediency of the Appointment. 

1. A GREAT impulse has l)ccn given, of late, to 
religion in India, from causes which we cannot 
controul; and it will, no doubt, proceed, for the 
Scriptvires are going forth in various languages at 
tljc .same time. 

It is expedient, therefore, that this spirit should 
he properly directed, and kept, so far as may be 
practicable, within the channel of the Established 
Church. If there be: not a Bishop of our Church 
to ordain native Priests for the people in India, 
it may be expected tliat teachers of other deno* 
niiuations will pervade the country in a few years. 

G. Tn the progress of thfc Christian civilization 
of the Natives of India, it is proper that they 
should have before their eyes the nature and form 
of our Church, and be witnesses themselves that 
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wc do it honour, and do not despise it. When 
a native inclines to embrace tlie Christian religion,. 
if he see that its ministers are respected by the 
State, and that Christianity in a Hindoo is recog¬ 
nised by Government, lie knows that he shall 
have* protection. At present, he sees nothing in 
Christianity but rcproacli and ruin. He secs no 
native Christian recognised, as such, by Govern¬ 
ment : he sees no native Christian raised to of¬ 
fices of trust or honour. Nay, the ignorance of 
tlie people is so great (particularly in Bengal, 
where there is no community of native Christians 
enjoying political consequence, as in the Soutii), 
tliat they doubt whctlicr their civil liberties are 
equally secure to them under the denomination of 
Christian, as under that of Hindoo and MussiU- 
m'aiin. 

Ought we then directly to encourage the pro¬ 
fession of Christianity? Most undoubtedly, if it 
be front heaven. W’e ought to encourage it, not 
in a mercenary, but in a moral manner; by 
recognising the principles of truth and Justice 
inculcated in tlie New Testament; and con¬ 
fiding to natives, professing Christianity, such 
offices of trust and confidence as they may be 
qualified to fill. 

S. If the formation of an Ecclesiastical Esta¬ 
blishment would operate in any degree to coun- 
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teract the system of discouragement above no* 
ticed, it would alone be an important benefit to 
India, and to Christianity. But the principal and 
immediate advantage of Kpiscopal superintend- 
ance in India, refers not to the natives, but to 
the Europeans. 

It is o[)jectcd, that the Europeans arc few in 
number (as if tliey were scarcely worthy of so 
much attention) ,* that Bombay, for example, is a 
snjiill Presidency to have a Bishop. Bombay is 
a small Presidency, but it is nevertheless an epi¬ 
tome of tlie English Oovernment, and ought 
faithfully to represent that Government in Church 
and State. The Christian religion must be ac¬ 
knowledged at Bombay: I mean, the English 
religion, for tlie Roman Catholics liavc a Bishop 
at Bombay already. Let ns recollect, moreover, 
that this small settlement lias 7,78d Euro¬ 
peans ; of whom 841’, being civil, military, and 
marine oHicers, are, it is to be presumed, men of 
liberal education, and of good connections in their 
own country. There are bishoprics in England 
and Ireland, wliich do not contain a greater num¬ 
ber of persons, of equal consideration, than there 
are in the settlement of Bombay. 

In Bengal there are 1^,308 European Pro 
testahts; of whom, 2,589 are civil and military 
officers, most of them allied to the first families in 
this kingdom. Of these 15,308 persons, a tenth 
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part do not return to England. Their children^ 
by English mothers, are generally sent home; but 
their children, by native inotliers, > remain gene¬ 
rally in the country. They desire, of course, to 
educate their children in the Protestant faitli; and 
to bring them, at the proper age, to the Bishop 
for confirmation, to renew the vows of baptism. 
But, as circumstances are, they must die in the 
country, and leave their offspring to select such a 
religion, among the various casts, as they sliall 
chouse. The expression which Bishop Lowth 
used, in respect to this conduct of the Church to* 
ward her sons, may be seen in another place*: 
it will not be here repeated. 


Character and Duties of the Bishop. 

1. The Bishop ought to be himself a prcacher. 
The natives will naturally look for the most per¬ 
fect example of the ministerial character in the 
Bishop himself. A Bishop in India ought to be 
one, who shall maintain, in sonic degree, a pri¬ 
mitive and apostolical character, and devote 
himself much to preaching and episcopal visita¬ 
tion. No where in the world do the clergy more 
require the occasional admonition and encourage- 


» S*e page 107. 



158 ECCLESV^ESTABLISHMENT FOR INDIA. 

mcnt of a superior^ than in India; where the 
diijiate and the example conspire to throw them 
into a torpid state, as preachers of Christianity. 

2. It is incredible how much good may be done 
in India, both in a spiritual and temporal sense, 
by a Bishop of exemplary life and manners. In 
the first place, he secs a gJ’Cat harvest” before 
him, and be is llie cliief labourer. ■ His diocese 
is not less, in local magnitude, than his native 
country. His piety would give some impulse to 
the zeal of his Clergy, stationed through this vast 
extent, and there would be no limit to the progress 
of native instruction and civilization. Again, his 
funds being ample (and it is for this reason chiefly 
that it is proposed they shall be such), he would 
have it in Ins f) 0 \yer to do acts of Hberuilty;—to 
feed the poor Hindoos during the seasons of scar¬ 
city, to provide an asylum for outcast Chris¬ 
tians, and to acquire a character creditable and 
honourable to the Christian name. 

But, farther, he approaches near to the rank of 
the Governor. He is the proper representative of 
Christianity, and of his country. The Governor 
is recalled in a few years, but the Bishop remains. 
For what has an Indian Bishop to do in England ! 
He may, indeed, return for a season, to visit his 
friends, and refresh his hcaItJi and spirits; but, 
when he receives consecration as a Bishop for 
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India, it ought to be with the spirit of a man who 
is willing to live and die among the people com¬ 
mitted to his charge. Nor will there be a great 
sacrifice in this. It is agreeable to Eastern prin¬ 
ciple to reverence religious men. During the 
conflicts and wars of Hindostan, the ChrisUan 
Bishops were in general respected. Even their 
endowments and territorial rites have, in some 
instances, survived the revolutions of Empire. 

It will be the duty of the Bishop to make an 
annual or biennial visit to the principal places in 
his diocese, for the purpose of Confirmation, 
and to acquaint himself with the character and 
circumstances of his clergy and people. 

S. It will be the province of the Bishop, on his 
first arrival in India, 

First, To institute schools in the places where 
they may be chiefly required : that is to say, as 
many schools as can be supplied witli properly 
qualified schoolmasters. 

Secondly, To institute the College for the in¬ 
struction of the natives and others in sacred 
learning ; and to select for education persons of' 
approved character, native and European, whose 
views shall lead them to the sacred office, or to the 
humbler situations of Catechist and Schoolmaster. 

There are respectable families hi India wlio lifi’- 
sire to bring up their sons to the Church, but are 
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deterred by the expense of sending them home 
and maintaining them at the University. 

The Bishop should have the liberty of attach- 
ing to his family one of the Clergy as his Chap¬ 
lain. 


II. THE ABCUDEACON. 

I. The Archdeacon will perform certain duties 
of the Bisliop, in his absence. Ills proper station 
wifi be that of chief minister of the MetropolitaJi 
Church nt the I’rcsidcney: and he ought to be, 
in all respects, a man worthy of succeeding to the 
Episcopal office. His offieinl business will be 
that of visitation of the Churches and Schools 
tliroughout tijc Diocese; and, as travelling is ex¬ 
pensive, his salary ought to be liberal. 

S. It will be the further duty of the Arch¬ 
deacon, to ascertain the increase of Protestants in 
the different provinces of the Diocese, and to 
supply Chaplains ajid Schoolmasters where they 
'are wanted. He will always have at hand re¬ 
lative Lists of Protestants and Roman Catholics, 
of Members of the Church of England and Dis¬ 
senters, for the information of Governnaent. It 
will also be his province, to prepare, under direc¬ 
tion of the Bishop, an Annual Report of the State 
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of tlie Diocese, fqr transmission to England. 
Tliis Report will contain the above relative Lists, 
% and also Returns from all the Clergy specifying 
the duties performed by them respectively, the 
number of Europeans and natives who gcJierally 
attend Divine service, and the number of con¬ 
verts for the currenif year; likewise Returns from 
the Schoohnkfiters, stating the number of their 
scholars and of what casts. This document to 
be transmitted to his Grace the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, in order that it may be laid regu- 
larly before Parliament far. the information of the 
nation. It is from such authentic returns alone 
that Parliament can ever arrive at an aderpiate 
knowledge of the actual state of our Indian 
Empire. 

I 


III. EUROPEAN CHAPLAINS. 

The salary proposed is 1000/. per annum. The 
eliief object in this increase, is, the advantage 
which it will give for selection at home. For a 
less sum tiian 1000/. a year tlicre can be no. 
selection of learned and respectable characters 
in England. It is w^ll known, that an Indian 
Chaplaincy may be offered at this time to many 
Clergymen before one will accept of it; and he 
wlio does accept of it is, generally, next to despon- 
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dejicy in his expectations. For what man will 
relinquish a permanent situation of two or three 
humlred pounds a year, in his native country, for 
eight hundred pounds in India? 

The proposed stipend of 1000/. a year for 
Kuropcun (Jhapluins and of 400/. and SOO/. for 
Country Chaplains, is, all circumstances con.si- 
dcred, very nearly analogous to Livings of 500/. 
and SOOl. a yeur, and to Curacies of 100/. a 
year and les.?, in England. 

It is usual, at present, in India, to remove the 
Chaplains at military stations, at the end of two 
years, liut many advantages would accrue from 
building churches for thenj, and permitting the 
English Chaplains to be stationary. Tlie Country 
Chaplains might cliangc their place with less in¬ 
convenience. 


TV. COUNTRY CllArLAiNS. 

1. It is manifest that the few i-lnglisli Prcachcr.s 
in India can never instruct the mas.s of the 
population. If C’lirislianity ever pervade that 
icountiy generally, it juust be by lljc ministra¬ 
tions of the natives. 

2. Duties.—The Counjry Chaplains will have 
to perform the same duties generally as the Eu- 
ropcim Cliaplains. Tliey arc especially intended 
to supply tljosc stations throughout the Provinces, 
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to which no Chaplain has been appointed; to 
attend particular regiments in quarters ; to ac¬ 
company military detachments on service (a 
duty hitherto never enjoined) ; to superintend the 
schools in their vicinity; and to visit tin; inland 
stations, viz. the residence of .lodges, (.Collectors, 
and (’ounncrcial llc.sidcnts ; some of %vlioiii pass 
half their lives in India without once hearing 
Divine service. 

3. The e})itli(;l Couniry (perfectly familiar to 
an Indian ear), as here applied, is nicrelv intended 
to signify, that these (’diaplains are, in general, 
natives of tlic country, or J'Airopcans ordained in 
the country of India. It i.s to l)C iindcr.stood, 
however, tiuit (dergymen from l:lngland may be 
eligible to these iui'erior apjJoiiUmcnts, and bo 
regularly appointed to tlicm, if they choose to ac¬ 
cept of them; as, no doubt, many will. 

4. It may lie expected also that some of the 
English IMissionaiies maybe found (lualilicd and 
willing to receive Episcopal Ordination in India. 
7'lic characteri.stic labours of a Missionary will 
be vea-y little, if at all, diminished by hi.s being 
attached to the Establishment, d'hc difTerent 
classes of Protestant Christians very soon lose 
Cast (if we may use‘the expression) in India. 
Their views of things become more enlarged; to 
a degree, indeed, whicli sometimes surprises tlieir 
correspondents at liome ; atid, by frequent colli- 
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siou with tlie natives and with other Christian 
sects, and even by tlie very influeiw^ of a relax¬ 
ing cliijiate and a new state of existence in a 
strange country, they find less difficulty in re¬ 
nouncing any particular system (of which we 
have frequent examples) which may oppose or 
abridge their usefulness as teachers of Chris¬ 
tianity. 

No national measure will better preserve unity 
in the Christian Church, and a harmony of ope¬ 
ration in the progressive illuniinution of the East, 
than a liberal Ecclesiastical Establishment, offer¬ 
ing eligible situations for life to the pious and in¬ 
dustrious Teachers of Christianity. 

6. The most ample toleration to be granted to 
all classes of Christian Missionaries in the East; 
and so far as the Ecclesiastical Establishment has 
influence, the most cordial concurrence to be 
atlbrded to the Protestant Missionaries, in all 
their prudent operations for tlie extension of 
Christian learning. 


V^. CATECHISTS AND SCHOOLMASTERS. 

All the Catechists and Schoolmasters to be 
inciiibevs of tlic Church'of England. Their chief 
business will be to teach tlic English language 
and the elements of Christian learning. An in- 
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telligent and pious schoolmaster amongst the 
Half-cast race and the Hindoos, is but another 
term for a Chaplain or Missionary. 

Europeans in humble circumstances will be 
glad to accept these situations of 100/. and 60/. 
per annum; such as serjeants in the army who 
have served their time, decayed traders, and 
others. But it may be expected, that the greater 
number of Schoolmasters will be derived, in the 
course of time, from the community of Half- 
cast. Young men educated regularly at the 
schools of the Presidency, of known and ap¬ 
proved character, and whose latter studies liavc 
been conducted wuth a view to ilii.s prolcssion, 
will probably form the chief body of School¬ 
masters; and, eventually, of Country Chaplains 
in India. 


VI. COLLEGES FOR SACRED LEARNING. 

It is evident that the natives of India can 
never l>e qualified for ordination to tiic Mini¬ 
sterial Office, unless they be regularly educated' 
for that purpose. The Hindoos have their sacred 
Colleges at Benares, Oujein, Trichoor, and otlier 
places. The Roman Catholics have a College at 
VerapoU in Travancorc, which is superintended 
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by the ItJilian Bishop; and there are similar in¬ 
stitutions in other provinces. 

1. It would not be consistent to propose a 
Religious Establishment for India, without rc- 
ccfiiunending a Colle.ge for religious learning. In¬ 
deed, ii Tlieological Seminary must ni^cessaiily be 
a constituent jiart of an Ecclesiastical Establish¬ 
ment in u licatlicn country. 

It is proposed that there shall be a College 
at eaeli Presidency; to be under tlie general di¬ 
rection of the Bisho|s who shall be Visitor ex 
oflicio; to consist only of three nicnibcrs at the 
coininenccintiil, viz. three of the EnglisJi Chaj)- 
lains ; one of wliuni to be President of the lusti- 
tulioii and Professor of Thec)logy; and the oilier 
two to be Tutors. Tlic President to have 1000/. 
per anmini, and the Tutors JOO/. cacIi, in addition 
to tin- salary of Chaplain. The Pupils to eon- 
tribute for their own instruction, when they arc 
able to ilo so. 

‘J. All [KTSons whose vicM’s lead them to the 
Sacred Offnx’, or who wish to acquire a know- 
J(;<lgc: of Christian learning generally, to be ad- 
ihissible to the benolits of the institution, whether 
Eiiropeuiis, Half-cast Christians, Mussulmans, or 
Hindoos. 

4. In Bengal, tlic Theological (College may be 
allached to the College of Port William; fur, by 
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the primary Regulation of that institution, the 
Provost (being a Clergyman of the Omreh of 
England) was appointed to instruct the Students 
in 'Pheology. 


VII. CENERAI. Oli.s£HVATI0NS ON THE PllO- 

FOStl) ES'l'ABi.JSIlWENT. 

1. The two chief practical advantages of tin 
proposed E.stablishincnt are to l>c expected from 
the Bishop and the Country Chaplains; from the 
influence of the Bishop, on the one liand, in 
giving its Just ascendency to tJu* Protestant Paith 
in India, whicli it has never yet had; and from 
the salutary and eflcctivc labours of the subordi¬ 
nate teachers, on tlie other. 

‘Z. It is not to be concealed, that the servicc.s 
of the English Cliaplains arc almost entirely con- 
hned to those |ferson.s who uiulerstand the Eng¬ 
lish language; and these, as we have seen, foiin 
an inconsideraule pan of the Protestant body. 
Nor is it to be expected, lliat tiic Clergy Ironi 
England shonhl learn to preach in a new lan¬ 
guage, in iu1vancr;d lile. ^I'hey may attain to 
some elementary knowledge of an Oriental lan¬ 
guage, and he able to diret I others wBo prcaci* In 
it; but they vtill rarely attempt to preacii in it 
themselves. 
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3. It is furliicr to be observed, timt Ihc 
English Clergy do not mix with that class of per¬ 
sons. The Half-cast race aj-e, in general, as will 
be shewn, in indigent circumstances, and in a 
degraded state of existence. They live remote 
from the English, and assimilate much with the 
Hindoo natives in their manners and customs. 

4. It being ascertained, then, tlmt the cliicf 
part of the Protestants in India speak the native 
languages, by what means arc they to be pre* 
scr\'ed in the profession of the Protestant Eaith ? 
It is manifest, that, unless we ordain to the Sa¬ 
cred Ollicc the Half-casts themselves, and Euro¬ 
pean teachers of humble condition w ho will he 
willing to accept a (^ure amongst them, the mass 
of the Protestant population must fall, in no long 
time, into the hands of tlie Roman Catholics, or of 
otlicr religious denominations, dissenting from the 
Church of England. 

5. Each of the proposed Dioceses is of .so 
great extent, that it is like a kingdom within 
itself. Its internal arrangements must tliercfore 
be directed by circumstances, which arc peculiar 
and local, and w'hich may differ totally from those 
of the other Dioceses. 

6. The proposed Establishment is by no means 
fully adequate to the religious wants of British 
India. For example, the whole nilmber of Chap¬ 
lains, European and Native, for Bengal, will be 
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only about forty; whereas there are upw'ards of 
sixty stations, civil and military, dependent on 
tliat Presidency. But the present may suffice as 
a commencing Establishment, to be improved 
hcrec^fter, botli in extent and design. It i.s not to 
be expected, lliat an Institution of this nature 
can arrive at the practicable perfection, but by 
experience and repeated revision. On this ac¬ 
count, therefon;, and on account of some colla¬ 
teral objects wliich .shall be noticed immediately, 
it is highly cxjiedient, that a review of tJic Eccle¬ 
siastical Establishment in India should be taken 
by Parliament every fifth year, during the conti¬ 
nuance of the Company’s Charter. 


Having finished the Observations on the parti¬ 
cular departments of the proposed Establishment^ 
wc shall now notice some other matters, which 
relate, immediately to the religious improvement 
of British India. And first, of the state of the 
Half-casts, a subject which is vet^ imperfectly, 
understood in England. 
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VIII. OF THE HALF-CASTS IN INDIA. 

]. It appears from tlie calculation in the Ap¬ 
pendix, that there arc, in Uengal alone, 13,308 
Europeans, viz.: 

Civil and Military Officers, and European 


Inliubitants.. 4,108 

King’s'i loops. 7,200 


Company’s European Troops . ... 2,000 

13,308 

These 13,308 Europeans have mostly families. 
Perhaps 2000 may lie married to Kuiopcan wo¬ 
men. Troni those who have native women, inar- 
ried or unnmrricd, jiroceeds the race of J lalf-cast, 
or Hindoo-English (.last. Tlio number lias in¬ 
creased so greatly within the last forty years, that 
the Indian Government have serious ajiprehen- 
sion in regard to the result. Many plans have 
been proposed to clicck the progress of tlie evil; 
but nothing effective has been done. And wc 
niuv add, that nothing can be done to arrest its 
progress, until India shall be laid open to the 
free admission of European women. Nothing can 
be done, until our Indian sy.stem shall encouiage 
the natural and hanourablc tinion of English men 
roith English Observe the enormity of 
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the case, as circumstances now stand. Tliirty 
thousand men are sent to India, who absolutely 
govern the country, and have all things at com¬ 
mand. Of these .'JO,000 but few return. No 
Engjish woman is permitted to go to India, but 
by express permission of tlie East-lndia Com¬ 
pany ; and even if there were no restriction, the 
difficulty and expense of conveyance amounts, in 
present circumstances (in regard to women not 
of the superior class), to nearly u prohibition. 

2. The Half-cast children arc generally brought 
up Protestant Christians: but there are many, 
who, for want of J^rotestant instruction, become 
Homan Catholics; and some secede to the Cast 
of their mothers, and become Mahometans or 
Hindoos. 

3. Some data for ascertaining the number of 
the Half-casts in Bengal, may be obtained from 
the following statement: 

Half-cast Children in (he Schools of Calcutta* 


in the Year 1806. 

In the Free School, about. 250 

In the Military Orpb&n Institution Upper 

School, for Officers’ Children. 250 

In the Military i,ower School, for Privates’ 

Children, at Howrah. 700 


Taken forward .... 1200 
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Brouf^ht forward .... 1200 
13 Private Schools in Calcutta, containing 

on an average, 50 each.. 650 

Besides these children in the regular 
Schools, it appears from the Report of 
the JBencvoIent Society established in 
181J, on tljc Madras System, “for 
“ instructing the ('liildren of indigent 
“ Christians,’' that the children of the 
“ various classes of Christians in tlic 
“ city of Calcutta, for whose relief the 
“ Benevolent Institution is intended, 

“ include scarcely less than two thou- 
“ sand persons * ”. 2000 

3850 

If there he 3850 Ilulf-cast Children, at one 
time, in Calcutta alone, the whole number of per¬ 
sons of that description, including adults, in all 
the cities and towns of the whole Province of Ben¬ 
gal, must be very considerable. They have been 
estimated at 100,000. In our genera) calculation 
of Protestants before mentioned, we have taken 
them at 50,000; and so, in proportion, at the 

other Presidencies of Madras and Bombay. 

% 

4. Moral State of the Half-casts.—Many of 


* See Address of Benevolent Society', Calcutta, 14th 
August^ 1811« 
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them succeed to respectable situations, the just 
reward of their ability and virtues. Many enjoy 
the benefits of a liberal education, and adorn so¬ 
ciety in India and in England. But, as to the 
state of the people in general, it is painful to de¬ 
scribe it. 

By a Regulation of the Honourable Company, 
this description of Prote.stant Christians is ex¬ 
cluded from all the higher situations in their ser¬ 
vice, civil or military. This prohibition of Go¬ 
vernment, and the circumstances of their birtli, 
conspire to cast them into a state of the deepest 
degradation. Those of them who are taken in 
by the Military Schools, are generally appointed 
drummers and fifers in the army. Those who 
have not a claim on the schools, arc thus dc- 
sdribed by the Benevolent Society : 

“ These persons” (the 2000 above mentioned) 
“ are not, in general, the children of European 
“ Christians, but are, in some instances, removed 
three or four descents from them, and approxi- 
“ mate in the same degree to the habits and ideas 
of their hcatlien neighbours; between whom 
“ and themselves, liowever, the name of Chris- 
tian draw s a line of distinction, w inch effcctu- 
“ ally cuts them ofl’from themj and, united witli 
their poverty and ignorance, place.s their ehil- 
“ dren in a woxse state than the Mussulman and 
“ Hindoo children around them; as these are 
“ instructed in the learning of their respective 
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“ casts, and fitted for situations in life, from 
“ which the Christian name serves to exclude 
theirs, without bestowing on them any equiva- 
“ lent.”—These children, previously to their ad¬ 
mission (i^20 were admitted) into the Benevolent 
Institution, “ were under no kind of superintend- 
“ ance, but were wandering in the streets and 
“ lanes of Calcutta, in a state of the grossest ig- 
“ norance; and practising, uncontrouled, every 
“ vice within their power.” The managers of 
the Benevolent Institution submit, “ That Clnis- 
“ tianity. and even humanity, plcad.s for impart- 
“ ing to these children some degree of moral in- 
“ struction ; or, at least, such a knowledge of tlic 
“ Bengalee language as shall enable them to fill 
“ situations /Ac Hindoo ijoutk* 

5. Their cinployinont by the State.— It was 
before observed, that the great increase of the 
race of Half-cast liad bam contemplated with 
much uneasiness by tise India Government. 
Many expedients have been suggc.stcd, for giving 
them employment, and making their services 
. useful to the State. But, as yet, every suggestion 
has been made in vain. People in England will 
perhaps wonder that it should never have been 
said, “ EDUCATE TiiEM.” Blit they will recol¬ 
lect, that this would be as much s)s to say (advert- 


* Address of Benevolent Society, before quoted. 
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ing to the number of the subjects), “ Promote 
“ Christianity in India—Give it a suitable re- 
“ ligious establishment.” 

This is, indeed, the remedy, the only remedy: 
and, painful as it may appear to many, it is that 
to which we must at last come. 

If, then, the question be asked, “ How shall 
these half descendants of the English become 
useful members of the shite, and respectable 
members of society?”—wc answer, Let them be 
well instructed; and thov will soon be eligible to 
various important stations in British India ; and, 
among others, to academical and ecclesiastical 
employments. They will form good instructors 
for the Hindoos, and for their own community, 
If every man among them were a teacher, he 
would find pupils sufficient in IIindostan. 'J'hcy 
lire by no means deficient in imtural talents. On 
the contrary, they are generally quick in appre¬ 
hension; and many instances occur, of extraordi¬ 
nary genius and ability. The chief complaint in 
the Calcutta schools, is, that they arc prone to 
vice, and practise the arts of cunning and deceit 
at an early age. The truth is, wc believe, they 
arrive sooner at manhood; and various vices 
begin to dcvelopc tlicnisclves earlier, than in 
European children. If, however, it he true, tlmt 
they are more prene to vice than the Europeans, 
and if the arts of female fascination be dangerous 
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to the English youth who arc sent to govern India, 
the argument to be deduced from this fact is, 
that tliey should be raised from their debased 
state, and receive the advantages of a Cliristian 
education ; and that they should not be left any 
longer to corrupt others, and to sink themselves 
into a deeper degeneracy. 


6. It will undoubtedly be a wise policy, as well 
as a Christian duty, to admit the Half'Cast 
Christians into the service of their country, in 
departments for which they are qualified ; and, 
particularly, as Catechists and School-masters, in 
the various languages of Hindostan. And those 
of them, who shall obtain a reputation fur learn¬ 
ing and religious knowledge, may receive Ordina¬ 
tion for the ministerial office. 


7. Upon the whole, it seems very probable, 
That the sons of Englishmen by Hindoo mo¬ 
thers will be made the instruments, in the course 
of time, of instructing the Hindoos in the faitli of 
Christ.*’ This providential consequence we are 
encouraged, by circumstances, to expect. But 
first they themselves must be instructed. Hither¬ 
to, tliey have been accounted the reproach of the 
service, as they certainly are; but this reproach, 
let us always remember, is deriyed from English 
origin. It is, indeed, time for the British Le- 
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gislature to interpose, in behalf of the perishing 
Half-cast! It is time for the English nation to 
make some atonement for what is past, by be¬ 
stowing on these our sons and brethren the 
blessing of Christian instruction and regard. It 
wouM be worth while to expend a sum, equal to 
that of five years of the proposed Ecclesiastical 
Establishment, to place the Half-cast Protestants 
in circumstances which will bear to be contem¬ 
plated, in relation to the British character and 
interests in India. 


IX. DISPOSITION OF CHAPLAINS AT THE 

STATIONS IN INDIA. 

A general view’ of the British Stations and Dis¬ 
tricts which require Chaplains, ought to be pre¬ 
sented to the Legislature, that the real state of 
circumstances in India may be known. The fol¬ 
lowing List of Stations in Bengal, and of the 
Chaplains appointed to them, will sulliciently 
exemplify tlie situation of the other Presidencies 
4n regard to Christian instruction. 

The Stations having* a Chaplain are marked 
with a C.—The list of Disposition is taken from 
the East-India Register for 1S13, corrected to the 
31st December, 1812. 
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MILITARY STATIONS* 

CIVIL STATIONS. 

Fort WilHam C. 

Calcutta C. 3* 

> 

Bnrrackpore 

Benares C. 

Berbampore C, 2. 

Patna 

Dinapore C* 

Moorshedabsd 

CbuDar 

Bhaugulpore 

Allahabad 

Burdwan 

Cawnpore C. 

Dinagepore 

Futtyghur 

Hooghly 

Agra C. 

Jesfore 

Muttra 

Juanpore 

Meerut C. 

Mirzapore 

Cuttack 

Kuddeah 

Balasore 

Purneah 

Midnaporr 

Ramghur 

Gazeeporc 

Rajasbye 

Dacca 

Rungpore 

Chittagong 

Sar?jn 

Monghyr 

Slialiabad 

Bundelcund 

Sylhct 

Tannah (Invalid Esta¬ 

Tipperuh 

blishment.) 

Tirhoot 

Gyah and Burragong 

Bauleah 

Delhi. 

Kcerpoy 

Luckipore 

Lucknow 

Bareilly 

Etawah 

Gomckpore 

Moradabad. 

Military Stations «• 


Civil Stations •••«• 

n 
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1. Tljere ai*e more Stations, civil and military, 
than those above enumerated; and som^ of the 
above are both civil and militai'y. But accuracy 
is not required. The Stations often change their 
importance, by the accession or diminution of 
European residents. 

2. From the above List it appears, that, of 
tifty-one Stations, only eight are supplied with 
Ciiaplains. It is true that the Register gives 
fifteen Chaplains to the Presidency of Bengal; 
but it states that of these, four are assigned to 
Calcutta and Fort William ; two arc not arrived 
in India, or not appointed ; one is on furlough ; 
one is absent from sickness; and it ought to liave 
added, one is dead. And it may be received as 
a'general rule, tlmt, in every India list, nearly one 
fourth is inetfective, from death, indisposilion. 
furlough, Icngtli of voyage, or other causes. 

3. All the above Civil Stations (without ex¬ 
ception, we believe) arc accounted of sufficient 
importance, from the number or respectability 
of the English residents, to have one Surgeo?i of 
more attached to each. Some of the Military Sta¬ 
tions have many Surgeons. At each of the Civil 
Stations reside, in general, three descriptions of 
Protestants, viz..Ist, a Judge, Collector of Reve¬ 
nue, or Commercial Resident (which are the fa- 

N 2 
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niilies of chief consideration in the Company's 
service, and are the proper representatives of the 
British character in India) together with his As¬ 
sistants and their families; Sdly, Indigo Planters, 
Traders, and other European inhabitants; 3dly, 
Half-cast families. 

4. Some of the above Stations arc large, and 
contain a numerous Protestant population. Others 
are small. But the smallest is yet an official 
station of the British Empire; far remote, it may 
be, from any other station, but yet of vast impor¬ 
tance in regard to the civilization of the country 
around it. 

% 

5. There being no clergymen in these societies, 
the offices of marriage and burial arc generally 
performed by the civil magistrate, or by a mili¬ 
tary officer. Baptisms are commonly deferred 
(but not always) till the children grow uj», and 
the parents come down to Calcutta, on their way 
to Europe. Marriages have been sometimes so¬ 
lemnized a second time, by a regular clergyman. 
It is possible, that some circumstance may arise 
which will make it necessary for an Act of Parlia¬ 
ment to pass, to give validity to the marriages in 
India, solemnized by laymen, for the last fifty 
years; as was done in the reign of Charles the 
Second, after the Usurpation. 
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6. It will be admitted, by every man who has 
visited the above stations (supposing that he has 
any respect for the religion of his country) that 
not one of them, however small, ought to remain 
longer destitute of the offices and instruction of 
Christianity. It must be equally evident, that 
not one of them ought to be without a School¬ 
master, if it were but for the advantage of the 
Half-cast children alone. The appointment of 
Schoolmasters (a measure so easily practicable)^ 
ought to be the first and immediate operation 
of the proposed Establishment. Almost all the 
above civil stations are in the neighbourhood of 
Hindoo towns;—the very places which it would 
he desirable to select for Euroj>ean teachers, in 
reference to the civilization of the natives. 


X. BUILDING CHURCHES IN INDIA. 

1. Whether an Ecclesiastical Establishment 
shall be presented to India at this time or not, it' 
is indispensable that Churches be erected at the 
principal stations; in urder tliat tlie services of 
the Clergy, who are already in the country, may 
be rendered, in some degree, efficient to the 
people. 
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2. Dean Prideaux, in his Account of the Eng¬ 
lish Settlements in India, dated 23d January, 
1694, has the follow-ing passage:—“There is not 
so much as a chapel in any of the English set¬ 
tlements for the true religion, except at Fort 
“ St. George only (Madras), where lately a church 
“ has been erected for the use of the English Fac- 


U 




“ tory, by tlie piety and care of Mr. Streynsliam 
“ Masters, then President, without any aid or 
“ countenance from tlie Company in order therc- 
“ to. In other places, the room they eat in con- 
‘‘ tains their congregation V’ 

After the revolution of a hundred years, the ej^ 
pression of Dean Prideaux is yet nearly corrc6^ 
“ the room they eat in contains their congrega¬ 
tion.”—There arc, however, two exceptions. 
There is now a church at Calcutta, and another 
at Bombay. The new church of Calcutta (for 
the old one wa.s thrown down by the great storm 
of the 12th f)f October, 1737t), w-as erected 
about the year 1787, by the voluntary subscrip¬ 
tion of the inhabitants, and by a contribution from 


• See Hawkesworth's “ Ecclesiastical, Clironological, 
and Historical Sketches respecting Bengal/^ p. 4* ** 

On the account of Dean Prid^ux, the author makes the 
foHowitig remark : When a community consists of a ficeU 
ing body, wbhib will not regularly colonize, little regard 

** is paid to the important concem of religion/' 
t See Gentleman's Magazine for ITSB*—0. 
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(zvo Hindoos. It is a fact wortliy of record, that 
the erection of the chief Christian church in 
British India, was aided by the Hindoos tiiem- 
selves. The Hindoo mercliant, Omichundy con¬ 
tributed about 3000/.; and the Rajah, Nobkisseut 
ga^e a parcel of ground on whicli the church 
stands, valued at a much larger sum*. 


a 


a 


3. In the letter from the Chairman and De¬ 
puty Chairman of the Court of Directors, to Lord 
Melville, dated 4th of March, 1812, they state, 
That the disbursements of the Company for 
commerce, for stores, and for sums expended 
in tlie acquirement of territory, witlj forts, See. 
“ lias amounted to .'>1,182,127/.’’—It would have 
been satisfactory in tliis retrospect, if wc could 
have seen tliat a small portion of ihesv ^/f^-one 
viillions liad been laid out in building a church. 

But there is, perhaps, less room for crimination 
here, than may by some lx; apprehended. Any 
other commercial body of men from England, 
would have probably observed the same conduct 
ill the same circumstances. But did not the 
Dutch and Portuguese promote Cliriatianity, and 
organize religious Establishments in the East? 
They did, in a liberal and princely manner. Bui 


Hs^wkeswortli’s Sketches, page 10. 
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it was properly the 4$'/a^e,which acted; and not a 
private Company. When the English £ast-India 
Company were first incorporated, they intended 
merely to exist in a private character, and to ex¬ 
tend commerce. They did not intend to become 
Sovereigns of an Empire. If they had, they 
would no doubt have given their royal pledge, 
that Christianity should flourish in their domi¬ 
nions in India, like the native palm tree. But 
they ore iioio Sovereigns of an Empire; and it is 
only expected that, in accordance with the cir¬ 
cumstances in which Providence has placed them, 
they will concur with his Majesty’s Government 
in doing what his Majesty would do in their 
place. 

% 

4. The Honourable Company are not them¬ 
selves insensible to the want of churches in their 
settlements abroad. They signified their wish, 
some years since, to the Bengal Government, that 
churches should be built. But we have not yet 
heard that the foundations have been laid *. 


* Small but commodious churches may be erected, of 
durable construction, in India, for 2000/., 3000/., and 4000/. 
each. Agreeably to the usage of Christian nations, they 
ought to have spires, pointing to the skivs, that the natives 
may know their sacred purpose, and that ,the English sol- 
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To the natives of India, we appear like a 
people who do not mean to stay long in the 
country. We fail to erect monuments to our 
religion. We furnish no evidence that we are 
proud of our acquisitions, of tlie country, or of the 
people. It has been justly said, that if, by any 
sudden revolution, we were to lose our Empire in 
the East, there would not, in a few years, remain 
a trace of our having existed in the country. 

5. If the Honourable Company be desirous to 
retain the government of the Indian Empire, 
(we consider it an awful responsibility), it will be 
proper to shew that this may be done, without pre^ 
judice to Christianity. It is of more consequence 
to the honour of our country, that the character 
of the Christian Religion be maintained inviolate 
in India, than that the trade be opened or shut. 
It is unquestionably true, “ That the opening of 
the trade, and tlic permission of colonization, 
would be more favourable to the extension of 
Christianity, and of European civilization, than a 
system of exclusion.” He, who shall deny this 
position, must be able to maintain propositions (as 
has been already shewn) repugnant to the dispen¬ 
sations of Providence,’and to the Revelation of 
God. The rulers of the country will, therefore, 

dicr (after a long absence from his Christian country) may 
Fccognbc H ChuTchn 
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keep this undeniable fact in mind ; and endea¬ 
vour to prevent the eflfects of this peculiar incon¬ 
venience of their government, by founding liberal 
institutions for Christianity. 

The tenure of tlie Indian Empire, we repeat it, 
involves an awful responsibility. If tlie Com¬ 
pany be willing to keep in tlieir permanent service 
30,000 Englishmen, of whom but an inconsidera¬ 
ble part return to their native country; if they 
would continue to preside over 100,000 Protes¬ 
tants (English, or descended from tiie Englisli) 
and over a population of 60,000,000 natives; it 
will be satisfactory to the nation to know, that 
these, our brethren and fellow-subjects, are likely 
to enjoy moral advantages, under tiie government 
of the East-India Company, at least equal to what 
they would have had, if they were under the na¬ 
tional care. 


XI. CHAPLAINS FOR INDIA SHIPS. 

' The circumstance of his Majesty’s Govern¬ 
ment having lately appointed Chaplains to ships 
of so small a size in the Navy as Vi,fifth rate, is 
auspicious to the hojie that the East-India Com¬ 
pany will appoint Chaplains to tlKiir regular ships. 
A Fifth Rate may have only one hundred and 
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forty-five men. An Indiaman, it is true, has 
sometimes fewer than a hundred men on the books. 
But tlie question is not (in the contemplation of 
moral purposes) how many sailors there are on 
the books, but how many souls there arc on board, 
in the vo 3 'age out and home, including troops and 
passengers.—It will not be contended, that the 
number is less, on an average, than two hundred 
men. 


This, and other matters connected with the 
welfare of India, and particularly the abolition of 
inhuman customs inflicting death or tending to 
dcatl), will form subjects for the Qum-qnenniaL 
ilevic\v before mentioned, to he taken by Parlia¬ 
ment during the continuance of the Company's 
Charter. A period of twenty years is too long 
an interval for the investigation of improvements, 
which ought to be continually progressive ; refer¬ 
ring, as they do, to the preservation of human 
life, the moral condition of our own countrymen, 
and the general happiness of so great an Empire. 
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CALCULATION 

Of TBS KVIfBfftCF 

ENGLISH PROTESTANTS IN INDIA, 



From the Honourabie (he East*India Compaiy*s printed Lirti. 



Bengal,—C ivil Officers (see EasModia 


Register for 1813^ corrected to Dee. > 45a 

31,1812. ) 

Military Officers...«... 2134 

European InhaUitauU (men ouiy) »...«•«. 1519 

-4408 

Madras.—C ivil Officers. 236 

Military Officers .. 1700 

European Inhabitants... 450 

- 2,456 


Bomb AY.—Civil Officers. 103 ' 

Military Officers... G24 

Marine Officers 115 

European Inhabitants.......441 

- l,2fta 


Total Officers (Company's only) and European 
inhabitants (men only) at the three Prosidcocics 
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KING’S TROOPS. 

Bengal; Trom th<r lodia priiiled Lists oflBOG. 1 
Bill Light Dragoons: 2Uk ditto; 2rit]i ditto 
17lh Ilrgirotnt of Foot; 22d ditto; 53d 
ditto; 07tlt ditto; 751b ditto 
In alh 8 regiincntH, 800 strong r>i> 0 ji average 

Madras ; 180G. 

lOtli Light nragnons; 22d ditto 
12tli Regiment of Fmtt; 33d ditto; 3 tth ditto; 

50lh ditto; GOth ditto; 80th ditto; 04th ditto. 

(it all, 0 regimeots 

Bombay; 1808. 

56th Regiment of Ftml; 65th ditto; 7Bth ^ 4500 
ditto; 84tJi ditto; BGth ditto.—5 Reginieots ^ 

Total King s Regiments at the tbrec Presidencies * ID,BOD 




Ceylon ; 1806. 

IDth Regiment of Fimt; 51$t ditto; 66th 
ditto; and 3 Cotiipuuies Royal Artillery 


3,000 


22,800 


• In letter from Chafrniuii of Court of Directors to T-ortl Melville (Dec. 

±6 y 1808 ) th«f King 4 (roo|>6 At tlm Pref^klciicles «tr. o&ii mated at up- 

«vd of 20,000 ntcii. 
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EUROPEAN TROOPS 

BELONGING TO THE HONOURABLE COMPANY. 


Bengal; One European Regiment 

^ One Artillery Regiment ... 

One Engineer Corps^ (the Engineer Corps 
rontaim fewer men than the Regiments) ... [ 
N.B. Officers not included» they being before I 

enumerated ; about.*...*....***.....*.J 

Madras ; the same .... 

Bombay; the same ...... 


2.000 


Nine Regiments and Corps 


2,000 

2,000 

B,000 


ABSTRACT. 

Civil and Military Officers and Inhabitants *•* 7,R4t( 


King’s Troops . 10,000 

Company's European Troops G,000 


Total Europeans (men only) at the 0 Presidencies 03,046 


King*s Regiments at the three Presidencies****** 22 

Company’s European Regiments .. i> 

» . . .... 

s 

Total European Regiments Ar Corps at 3 Presidencies 3J 
King's Regiments at Ceylon... S 

Total European Regiments and Corps in India 34 
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NATIVE TROOPS 

BELONOINO TO THE HON. COMPANY; COMPOSED OF 
HINDOOS, MAHOMETANS, AND CHRISTIANS *. 

Aegifflcntt. 


Bengal ; Regiuicots of Native Cavalry . ^ 

RcgimcDts of Native liiiaatry .. 27 

35 

M adras ; Regiraents of Native Cavalry.... A 

Kegimeot^ of Native infantry .... 23 

31 

Bombay; Regiments of Native Infantry ... D 


abstract. 

Regiments. 


Bengal... 30 

Madras... 31 

Bombay . 9 

Native RcguDcrits .. 70 

Add European Regimetits.a...•.•••»« 31 

Total Regiments at the three Presidencies f 106 

Ceylon; 3 King*s and 4 Native Regiments . 7 


Total Regiments in India (peered by Europeans 113 


* Soao of the NetWe Troops in the Deccen have a proportion of Chris¬ 
tians* 

t The Troops in the service of Il>e Company are estimated* iu Letter 
fcQn Chalrmta of Coart uf Directors to Lord MelviUc* at 140«000 roan. 
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NOTE. 

This Sketch was corammurated to the EaslJudia Mission 
Committee of tlic Society lor Pramotiog Christiau Know¬ 
ledge, throogli Mr. Wilbertbrce, oil the 1st of JimO;, 1812. 
An Abstract of it was reported by tbat Committee, to a 
General Meeting of the Society, held on the 2«k] of 
that mouth, when the following important Resolutions, 
grounded thereon, were adopted. They are here re. 
printed from the Appendix Nor 1 to the Annual Report 
of the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge for 
1812. 

RESOLUTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING CHIUS- 
TIAN KNOWLEDGE, MADE AT A GENERAL MEETING. 

*UOLDEN AT BARTLETT’S BUILDINGS, LONDON, ON 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, A.D. 1812. 

Resolved, ]. That the Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge are prompted, by the most pressing motives, to 
lake part in the public solicitude, n€»w more especially ex- 
tiled for tl>c welfare of the British Emjnrc in the East: 
Jmvtiig, by the hrsl cnlargeinciil of the bounty of their 
Patrons, and by funds created for that pui*po»o, been 
gaged to exercise their cflbrts for extending the knowledge 
of revealed Truth iu those regions. 


11. That the Society do, therefore, join the public voice, 
in imploring the attention of those who direct the councils 
of the nation, to the cause and interests of Clirisuanity iu 
the East, in which momentous topic of coo^^ideration the 


o 
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present and future welfare of so large a number of the sub* 
jects of thid realm is involved* 

III. Thai (he Society arc fully sensible, that the claims 
which surli a body, as the subjects of British India, have 
upon the wiadom, (he justice, and the charitable kindness 
of llioir rulers, must oernpy the ihonghts of those Mia 
have to consult an<l provide for their prosj>rrily, inducing 
lliCTu to enact sueli measures as may serve for the improve* 
inciU of (heir whole existence ax ci pco|de, and more parti* 
cularly iu their religious and moral character. The Society 
for proinc»taig Chiixthin Knowledge do not therefore arro¬ 
gate io themselves any other fi'eling, than tha! wliicli is eii* 
tcrtuiiKcl, willuuil doubt, by the fiovernmen! of the Country: 
and ill presciithig Ibcir humble washes and requests to those 
who arc be»l able to gi\e effect, under Providence, to what 
is io eanie.xfly desired, the Society presume no farther than 
to hop(, that they may licrebv add another motive to those 
iiiduccinents, winch the luerc urgency of the ease must 
press upon life overcigii Unler and the chief Councils of 
the Jiafiou *• The Society, therefore, most humbly licg leave 

• ‘‘ Mr. ncronliiig :o order, repwte*! fioni ilift Commitire of lli*^ 

whuK' to wlium it was ri'icrrcfl lo cituxUler fitrihcr of llic Uuveru- 

<mvf liude of the rewluUous whiLli liic CommiUec liaiJ direct'' 

cd him to Tejiorl lo Oit Houm* ; wbicli liorcsul in his plnre, nnd afeerwards 
delivered In at the detk'» table ; where the snrac were lead, umd htc as fol- 
loweib, y'lit. 

** lU'sohcJ, That il U the opinion of thisCommiuce, that i( is the pccutiai 
and bi'uiulen duly of the Legislature to promote, by all ju«l and prudeni 
fiieuiisth' interest** and happiiiew of the inbabttanU of the British domU 
nions Iu India ; and tha*, forlliese cnds,anch measures ought lo be adoplgd 
M may grvIuulU tend lo their o^lviuicemcnt in useful knowledge, aud lo 

their jrligious and rnor.iJ iropn>veinent. 

« Rwdvtd, That ii h the opiuioii of this Commiucc, that sufTtcient means 
of Tcligious Nvoi-hip nnd instruction be provided lor all persons of the Pro- 
icsiant CommuTuon, in the service, or under the ptoleclioR of the lAst India 
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to advert to such means, fbr obtaining the object of their 
anxious wishes, as totliem appear most likely to conduce to 
the great end in view. 

JV'. HcsoJved, accordingly, Thai the Society arc fully 
persuaded, Umt nothing short of sucli an establishment of 
pastoral superintendauer, and such a supply for the ministry 
of the Wor<l and Sacraments, throughout the Briti>lj Em-* 

Company in A^ij, proper Miuisters beiiigr from lime lu linn*, scut out from 
Orcut Drituin for piirpoMs; niid tJul e Oi.ipf^irn be rDatiiriiict'tl on 

bomcl every s)i)p uf ni'ven buudrcil tons burtbcri, und upwards, in llto 
India rompauy's vtuploy ; and, morcovci, tliul uo su<]i MmUevr^ ''r Cbup* 
laixis bhull be ^ent on(, ox is|>t>ohUcd, until ihcv ^bnll fmi hnvc Iwnu a|>- 
proved of by the Arclibisbop of CaiiU'rbury, or fbc tailiop ot London, tot 
ibe tliuc bcuig. 

The ^nrd llcsolutions being severally read a second time, ^erc, Uf>on the 
ijoestion severally put tbereoji. n^iccd to by llic Uousc/'^Vidc Commons* 
JovHNAt, 14 May, 1793, p.778. 

On (lie I7tb uf the same montli. 

Another clause being utfered to be added to the Bill, for empowering 
(]h* Court of Directors to s^nd out schoolmasters, and pm sons approved by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, or the Bishop of London^ &;u. for (he rcli« 
gioub nnd mornl improvement of the native iulmbitants of the British domL 
uioiisln tiiflJA ; 

The House was moved, ilnd the Rcudulions which, upon Tuesday last, 
were reported from the Committee of the whole Hounc, to whom it was re¬ 
ferred (o cunuder iiirlher of (he Covcmaicnt and Trade of Lidia, and wore 
(hen agreed to by the llouse, niigljt be road. 

And (he same were, as agreed to by the House, read accordingly ; aad 
Afi as folluwoUi; viz. £as above.] 

'* Then (be said danse was twice read ; and, upon the question put therb* 
upon, agreed to by (lie House, fo be made port of the Dill. 

** Another clause Was offered (o be added to the Bill, requiring the Court 
of Directors to settle the deslinatiliii, and provide fur the dcceul mauite- 
nance of (he said severul persons. 

** And tiic said clause waa twice read and, upon the question put tiicn* • 
ufion. ugreed to by tin* Uuuic, to be made part of Ibc Bill.Ibid. p. 79^ 
Which ciaaies wetc thrown out nnthe third rcediDg, page 803< 
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pire iu the East, as may correspond, id due measure^ with 
that which constitutes the main ground of religious welfere 
in tli€ realm of England, cao serve to place the spiritual in¬ 
terests of the British subjects, in those parts, upon the best 
and most {>ernianent foundations* 

V. That the Society beg leave, in the same Conviction, 
and in the same spirit of dtiltfui respect, to observe, that 
more than a century has elapsed, since the most earnest 
wishes of many chief and excellent persons* in this nation 
were expressed for procuring such a form of Church Com- 
inunmti iu India, as might serve to demonstrate the religious 
character of thf British nation ; to provide for the exigen* 
cics of our belovcil countryman, when far severed from 
their friends and connections ; and, at the same time, to 
induce the natives, by the silent but persuasive pattern of 
religious fellowship, and the sober invitalioiis of a settled 
ministry, to lift their eyes to the truth, and to take courage 
to this end from Ihe prospect of counfcnaoce and shelter, 
which would thus be set before tlicin* The appearance 
of persons in ecclesiastical functions, sufliciently exalted in 
I'haracter and power, both to furnish tliciii the needful les¬ 
sons of in.structioii, r.nd to protect them from 'persecution 
IQ their change of sentiment and conduct, is most necessary 
to the natives, who are at present exposed io dreadful hard¬ 
ships iu their conversion from error and idolatry, owing to 
iIjc institutions und the prejudices of their country', and the 
e.e*1uiii forfeitures incurred by Christian Proselytes. 

VI. Resolved, That the Society, in I'ommonwith all who 
enjoy the blessings of Communion in the Church of England, 
arc deeply and Uiorouglily coiiviiiccd, that no sufficient sup- 

* V'^ide Comspoudence bolween Arclibidiop Tcimiiua sad Bean Pri- 
deaui, &c. 
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pty for the mioisterml successioti aixl the necessities of tlic 
extrasive population of British India, can be funiislied or 
continued without such an establishment of the ministry, as 
may be able to regulate and perpetuate itself; which will 
ciTectually be obtained by resort to Cphcopal hands in 
India, when, with the Divine blessing, such provision shall 
be titled there* It is thus only, in that laud, that the in^ 
creasing multitude of those who are born of Christian Pa¬ 
rents, Htid entitled therefore to early baptism, may be train* 
ed for cverj' other act and exercise of religious Communion, 
according to the means of grace, and mode of fellowship, 
appointed by our Blessed Lord in his liouschold. It is thus 
only that such candidates for God^s everlasting hivour may 
be encouraged and enabled to take upon them their own 
obligations, by the solemn {dodge to be rendered by them 
at their Confirmation, tliat from thenceforth they may <[r;iw 
near to the table of the Lord. It is thus only that a regular 
succession of persons, qualified for the eailtng, 

can be raised and admitted in that country to the sacred 

% 

functions, fur the Euro)>eHii and native congregations* Of 
tlic latter description, the Society must remark here, that 
there are inan^ tlioiisands of children Ixirn of Eurof>ean 
parents by the father's side, but of native mothers, who arc 
fast lapsing into the darkness and mi.sery of heuthea error 
and pollution ; unversed in the language and religion of 
tlicir fathers, and therefore placed hoNoud the reach of 
Euro)iean Chaplains, ministering iu Eugli'>lt congregations; 
and daily perverted to the vanities and superstitions ^of 
their maternal parents. This vast and rapidly increasing 
multitude call loudly for the attention of those, who arc re¬ 
sponsible for the care ot this unhappy race, born under 
insuperable disadvantages, which exclude tliem, < ven in 
their own country, by its present regulation^, from mar!} 
all the favourable prospects of life, which are Ii‘ft open 
to others. 
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VII. Resolved, That the Society do likewise embrace ihi% 
opportunity of expressiDg tiictr sense of oblij^ation for muny 
aids conferred by the Honourable East-India Company, io- 
ward their beiicvolenl designs am! public services, and for 
the favour shewn to U)eir long established and justly veiiC’ 
rated Missions, the recruit of wliicb is now most (amcntably 
reduced, and almost totally cut olT. 

Resolved, therefore, That this Society most hum 
bly enter tain the liope, and offer mo^t respectfully their suf¬ 
frage, and their plea, tliut, in coiisidcrati<Mi of the pressiui;’ 
needs of the British subjects, EiirojK^an ami native, iu India, 
the permanent foundations of the Cliristian Church, iH i*<n d- 
ing to its best form, In* hud among tlieui; am! that the great 
ends of religious ami moral cultiir«^ may be sccuied Ut them, 
by Uie settlement of Bisliops in the cliiof Vresidencics; by 
the forming of seminaries; and by the building o1 riiurelies, 
— the w'aiit 4»f all stiijcli, has been felt and acknowledged for 
more tliun a ccuturv, during wliieh period, the exertions of 
other European nations i»avc gone before us, and have 
proved successful in accoiitplisinng niajiy of those cxcidlent 
purposes for which the British (iovenioient, iuils[mblic acts'*^', 

• ** Charter, loui W 1 L 1 . 1 AM iii. 51 I 1 S4|>icu»bcr, 169 a. 

And we du iHTrb^ furilicr witJ uitd dppoitU, Tluii lUc Com)>nnj 
hereby e&laidished, aud ihcir &iiccc5sorN, conMunUy ninintuui a IVJinisler 
and Scl loot master in the ialand ot St. Helena, when the sjirl islan<i slialf 
come into the hands or pusiebslon of ll>e aamu CoiujMiiy ^ and also one MI. 
uolcr in every Garrison ami su|)crior Factory, which the same Company, oi 
their successors, shall have iu the said Kast rutiles, or other tlu* jiarts within 
the limits sitoicsaid ; and sliall aUo, ui such Garrison .lod Factories, respuc* 
Uvely provide, or set a|Mrl, a decent and convenient place Tor mviiic ser¬ 
vice only, and shall also take a Chaplain on board every ship which shall be 
sent by ihr snine Company to the said East Indies, or other the parts within 
the limits Hfurcsald, which shall be ot the burthen of five hundred tons or 
upwards, for such voyage, the salary of which Chaplain shall commence fronj 
the time that such ship shall dc^mri from England^ and loorcovcr, that n* 
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originally expressed its intentions to make adequate prcvvi- 
bion, but which pur|X)ses tia\c not yet been carried into 
efiect. 

Resolved, That these Resolutions be respectrully 
submitted to the first Lord of the Treasury ; to the Chan- 
ccl^>r of the Exchequer: to the S4*crefary of Stale for the 
Home Department; to the President of the Board of Con^ 
troul for India Aflatrs; and to the Directors of the Honour^ 
able Eastdndia CompauN. 

%\\ch MinhO'r kioscut by the same roriipauy to tlic sold Esu Indies, or 
ulbcr the parU wkhiit Um. limits dforcsaul, oiitil be sha)t huvr beeji first 
approved of by tbc Arcfibishup of Cunurb\iry,or Iht? l>uho)> of London, for 
iljt time being, all which said Miuisiers so io l>r mijI, shiill be enUrluiacd 
from time to lime with all due respect. 

And we further wiff end oppeinf/rhat all such Itjjnistcrs as shall be sent 
(0 reside ici fmila, as ainrcstikh shall be obll^SCil io fearu, wr bfu one ycdt 
after their arrival, the Pofli/guese laji^uagc, and .shall npply ihemsitves to 
learn the native langii.igi oi the country where they shall reside, the better 
to enable then: Io instruct the Ocnioos, that shnll be the servants or slaves of 
the Name Company, orol iheU Ageuls, in the rroteslant Hvligion ; and that 
ju cHsu of thcdcalliof an^ ol the saitl Ministers lesiding in the East indies, 
or other lb< parts witlim tlu* limits aforesuid, the phiec of such MiJiIster, 
so dying, sliull be supplied by one of tbc Chaplains out of the next ships 
(hat shall arrive at or near the place where such Miinater shall liuppen to 
die;* 


riNis. 


IVtnied by Ellcrtoii and Henderson, 
Jobiisoji*s Court, Loiidou, 









